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OF THE 

PROCEEDINGS 

OP THE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 

AT 

ITS TENTH SE88 

COMMENCED JANUARY 2D 1832. 

MONDAY 2d January 1832. 
The following gentlemen appeared, and were duly qualified^ 
Messrs. B. D. WRIGHT, and JOHN HUNT, from Eg. 



m 

K ' JOHN P. BOOTH, Esqr. Walton and Washington. 

Messrs. THOMAS BALTZELL, and SAMPSON POPE, 
Jackson. 

Messrs JOHN C. LOVE, and STITH F. JONES, Gads- 
den. 
Messrs. W. B. NUTTALL, and NATHAN BYRD, Leon. 
A. BELLAMY, Esqr. Jefferson, Hamilton,, and Madison. 
GABRIEL PRIEST, Esqr. Alachua. 
JOHN WARREN, Duval. 
JAMES G. COOPER, Nassau. 

Messrs. J. S. SANCHEZ, & CHARLES ROBIOU, St, 
Johns. 

Mr. WRIGHT, then moved that Mr. Sanchez take the 
chair, which being seconded and approved of; Mr. Sanchez 
took the chair and called the House to order. 

The House then proceeded to a choice of President, when 
Mr. Bellamy received 12 votes. 
Mr. J. S. Sanchez, 2 
and Mr. Byrd, 1 

Mr. Bellamy being declared duly elected, took the chair, and 
returned his thanks in an address to the House. 

It was then moved and seconded that the House proceed to 
the election of a Chief Clerk, and that a majority of the House 
be required to elect that officer. The motion having been adop- 
ted, on the first balloting. 

Mr. Lancaster received 7 votes. 
Mr. Campbell, 6 

Mr. Thompson, 1 

and Dr. Munroe 1 

On the second balloting, 

Mr. Lancaster received seven, and Mr. Campbell eight.— 
Who was declared duly elected. 

The House then proceeded to vote for a Serjeant at arms ; 
and Mr. Bryan was elected, receiving on the first balloting 9- 
Mr. C. Stone 2, Mr. Arnow 3, and Mr. Lewis 1. It was 
then moved that the further election of officers be postponed 
until to-morrow — which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. BYRD, then introduced the following resolution, which 
after some debate was ordered to he on the table : 

" Resolved, That this House elect three enrolling and en- 
grossing Clerks, and one door-keeper, who shall each be allow- 
ed four dollars per day, while in service— and one printer to 
do the printing of the House during the session." 

The House proceeded to the election of door-keeper and oa 
1st balloting. 
Mr. Caswell ieceived 6 votes. 
Mr. Akenridge, 
Mr. Webb, 
Mr. Ponce, 
Mr. Rothwell, 

On the second Mr. Caswell received 3, Mr. Ponce 9, and 
Mr. Johns 2— Mr. Ponce was declared duly elected. 

Mr. WRIGHT, introduced the resolution following : Re- 
solved, That a committee be appointed to wait on His Excellency 
She Governor, and informhim that the Legislative Council is 
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ftow organized and ready to receive any communication he may 
have to make. •< 

Messrs. Wright, Sanchez, and Love, were appointed that 
committee. 

Mr. BYRD, introduced the resolution folio win a-, which was" 
read and adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquire 
with what facility printing for this House can be done and at 
what price, and that they be required to report at the meeliW 
of this House to-morrow. ° 

Messrs. Byrd, Sanchez, and Hunt were appointed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, then moved that the rules adopted for the 
Government of the last Legislative Council, be adopted for the 
present— and that a commmittee of three be appointed to draft 
rules for the government of the House. The motion was 
adopted, and Messrs. Wright, Nuttall, Baltzell, and Booth 
were appointed that committee. ' 

Mr. JONES then moved that the House adjourn until to- 
morrow 10 o'clock. 

„, „ January 3d 1832. 

_ 1 lie House met pursuant to adjournment, and a quorum be- 
ing present, proceeded to business. 

The minutes of yesterday were -read. Mr. Fitzpatrick from 
Monroe appeared, was qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. WRIGHT from the Committee to wait on His Excel- 
lency, reported that, they had performed that duty and that a 
communication from the Acting Governor would be made in the 
course of this morning. 

Mr. BYRD from the Committee on Printing, reported that 
they had performed that duty and submitted proposals from 
Messrs. Wilson, Smith, and Gibson; which were read and laid 
on the table. 

The Resolution offered by Mr. Byrd on yesterday, was cal- 
led up, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. BOOTH moved that the House elect eight Enrolling' 
and Engrossing Clerks : — ? 

On this motion the ayes and nays were called for, by Mr 
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.Baltzell, and Mr. President, with Messrs. Booth, C 
Jones, Love, Priest, Robiou, Sanchez, Warren, and WrWJt 
voted m the affirmative, and Messrs. Baltzell, Byrd, Fitzmt- 
rick, Hunt, Nuttal and Pope in the negative. 

The motion having been decided m the affirmative the 
House proceeded to elect the Clerks, and Messrs. Font'env/ 
Hughes, Gunn, Roberts, Baldwin, Clayton, M'Rea, and 
Hawkins, were elected. 

The following message was received from His Excellency 
the acting Gov., which having been read, Mr. Bbot'umoved 
that 500 copies of the same be printed— which was agreed' to. 

To the Members of the Legislative Council 

GENTLEMEN : ' 

The great Ruler of the destinies of men and of nations has 
permitted your convention as the tenth Legislative Council of 
* lorida. 1 o render Him the homage of our praise and orafi- 
tude, tor preservation in life, amid the chastenings, yfetecTfoF 
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His own wise purposes upon many of our fellow-citizens; anfl 
tor His matufold blessings upon our much favored country 
should be our 'first and most sacred duty. ' 

In greeting you as the chosen Representatives of the People 
ol the 1 erntory, assembled to exercise the high and important 
Junctions of Legislator I entertain, I trust, a just sense of the 
responsibility, winch the absence ofphe Governor and the 
consequent necessity of myperformingthe duties of that office 
has imposed upon me. Especially am I conscious of 
the weigut of the charge which as your co-adjutor in legislation 
devolves upon me, and wanting the experience of age, and the 
service being to me novel, I feel that I may well bespeak from 
you, and the rest of my fellow-citizens, a liberal and indulo-ent 
judgment. & 

The subject to which, in the fulfilment of the preliminary 
Uuty custom has assigned me on this occasion, I would first 
invite the notice of the Council, is that of internal improve- 
ments. I advert to this subject before any other, for the reason, 
tnat the People of! lorida feel greater anxiety in regard to those 
works of internal improvement, which it has been anticipated, 
would be soon constructed by the General Government in our 
l erntory, than any other matter which can be brought before 
you. LJ pon the construction of some of those works, the future 
prosperity of the Country is greatly dependan*. Without means 
weak, and yet m its minority, the Territory has to look wholly 
to its parent government for aid, and it belongs to us to make 
known to that government, the wishes of our citizens, the 
practicability of these improvements, and the advantages to be 
derived from them, either by resolution instructing the Dele- 
gate, or by memorial to be presented bv him to Congress. The 
removal of obstructions to the navigation of our rivers, deep- 
ening the entrances to some of our harbours, the construction 
of canals and rail roads, and location, and making of other 
roads between certain important points, are matters of the high- 
est, importance to our citizens. Unless most of these works 
are executed by the United States, they will not be commenced 
lor a quarter of a century hence, and the growth and prosperi- 
ty of the country, will in the mean time be retarded. The 
iact. that more than 19-20ths of all the lands in Florida, are yet 
owned by the United States, should have great influence in in- 
ducing the rendition of the aid solicited. A report deserviho- 
the attention of the Council made by Lieut. Long of the Uni- 
ted States Army, to citizens of Jackson County, of an ex- 
amination made by him for them to ascertain the practicability 
and cost of a canal from the Chipola river to St. Andrew's Bay 
is laid before the Council, in compliance with the request 
of one of the members from Jackson County. It is hoped the 
Council will devote early and earnest attention to this important 
subject, and that no sectional feelings or interests be suffered 
to^ operate to the prejudice of the general good. 

f aere is no subject involved in the scope of our duties, thatl deem 
of more importance, to the interests of the Territory, (except that 
just alluded to) than the regulation by law, of the valuable fisheries, 
in the waters, adjacent to the islands and keys, and in the bays, 
and sounds, and on the coasts of our Territory, and their protection 
from the intrusion of foreigners. In September last, the Governor 
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received a eommunication from the State Department, informing 
him that the British Minuter at Washington, at the instance of the 
Governor of the Bahama Islands, had made application to tiie fun- 
eral Government m behalf of the inhabitants of hose Islands fcroer- 
mission to " -catch fish and turtle on (Ae coasts of Florida ° tad 
i requested mm to furnish any informaiion he might possess reia- 

8fet » 1 '' ■ r TW le " er ° f ' Mr - ElW; > acung secretary of 
ftate, and a copy of the answer of the Governor Ire herewith 
.stibmiued to the Council. Upon* perusal of this correspondence it 
will be seen that the rights and interests of the People of Florida . 
m regard to these h.ghly valuable natural privileges, are fully* 
supported m the reply of the Governor ■ and it will, I am confident 
occasion the favor asked for, to be with-held. These fisWs 
are it is believed, wholly within the local jurisdiction of the Ter- 
ritory, and subjcctlto the control and regulation of its Legislature. 
Of the practicably of making them a source of considerable re- 
venue to our local 1 reasury, I do not entertain a doubt. AH that is 
•warning is a proper and judicious law .and faithful agents to execute 
it. 1 am precludes on this occasion by the limits prescribed for this 
paper, from any discussion of the various important questions ari- 
sing ln the consideration of this subject, but the letter of the Gover- 
™1 r ,i" Llvin S st r on > chichi have referred to the Council, notices 
most of them, and I entirely concur with him in the views and opin- 1 
ions he has there advanced. This subject was brought before the 
last Council by the member from Washington and Walton but the 
session being too far advanced when it was introduced, to admit of 
toXT r ™ nslder f Uo "> il was deferred. It is now again submitted 

od tn ™« T I 1 " C0U ? C i 1 W - lth a ho P e that " wil1 So * be permit- 
cd to pass by without definitive consideration. It is advisable 
that the express consent of Congress to such law as youmay passon 
this subject be obtained before it is put into force. Y P™*™ 

In May last the Governor received a communication from Commo- 
dore Eliot, commanding Naval Officer on the West India station, 
stating that Lieutenant Commandant Boerum, of the United States 
schooner Shark, had on visit to the Island of Trinidad, procured 
from Sir Charles Smith, Governor thereof, several varieties of the 
ougarCane, a box containing one of which, the Congo, was deposi- 
ted with a gentleman m Pensacola, subject to the Governor's orders 
with a view of promoting the objects of a resolution of the House of 
Representatives, of theU. States 25th January 1830, respecting the 
procurement of « such varieties of the Sugar Cane 'and Sr Sul ! 
vaed vegetables grams, seeds and shrubs, as may be best adapted 
to the soil and climate of the United States," which resolution^ 
been transmitted to Commodore Elliot by the Secretary of the Na- 
vy. I lie Governor adopted measures forthwith to have the cane 
disposed of m the most advantageous manner, to meet the obiects of 

d^r^n , The r° IU t i0n V C <^ress 'allucfed to was^ntro 
dueed by he Delegate from this Territory, and carried fully into ex- 
ecution, it is calculated ultimately to produce, and particularly with 
regard to us highly important and beneficial results. Hundreds of 
the vegetable productions of tropical climates of great value and 
some in such common use, as to be considered articles of necessity 
IvnS V We 'T ln J P ° rt al ™ sh C ° St ' COuld be easii y pirated K 

3di F °'J emt0 ,7t Man £ t0 °, tropical t0 fl0 « rish in west, 

?L -? l ? Flonda . cou ' d be reared under the more genial climate of 
ontinen lern i P « rt ° f /be Peninsula. The southern P ar of this 
hShs andro d t S ° UthAm - erl l andChi ^ abound in trees, plants 
which ha, h ° ' P? SSe / sln ? the , most ^I^able properties, the use of 
could as wen? COnh f° d \° *? plaCeS0f their Production, but which 
SSr P rod " ced ™ d en .l°yed by our own citizens. I here- 
wuit.ansmit to the Council, and respectfully invite their attention 
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to an extract of an official letter fron H. Perrine, United States Cou. 
sul for Campeachy, to the Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to 
this subject which has been published in the newspapers, and from 
which I have taken it. Other documents worthy of attention, are also, 
herewith sent to the Council. It will be noticed that Mr. Perrine is- 
desirous that an act of the Council should be passed, incorporating 
himself and his associates into a company for the cultivation of tro- 
pical-exotics, and he proposes to establish the plantation of the com- 
pany on the southern part of the Peninsula. This enterprise should 
• not be classed with the inflated visionary projects, of which Florida 
has been so prolific, and the failure of which has created so much 
distrust of all novel undertakings. If those who embark in it 
should not find it a source of gain, and should after trial abandon it, 
the benefits resulting to the country from the introduction of the ma- 
By i va uble -"breigri products, they will have brought ambng us, must 
be of considerable importance, and should induce us to render every 
encouragement, and aid in our power, to promote the success of the 
undertaking, and although Mr. Peirine has made no direct applica- 
tion, I earnestly recommend the granting of a charter as he wishes, 
and the bestowment upon the company, of as many privileges as is 
compatible with the public nterests. The national legislature, it is 
to be hoped, will afford aid to so laudable an enterprise, and one 
which if successful, promises to be of national benefit, by a grant of 
land sufficient for their use, or otherwise. I esteem it however,i of 
paramount consequence, that an interest should be excited among 
the agriculturists throughout the Territory, in relation to trfe intro- 
duction and adoption of foreign products. The tea plant — those 
trees,and plants from which is procured the oiive,ginger,pepper,cloves 
tinnamon,pimento, nutmeg, and cocoa, and many other articles of daily 
use in our families, could, it is believed, with care and attention, be 
successfully cultivated- in most parts of our Territory. But the prac- 
ticability of every article mentioned," being readily produced by 
those planters favorably located, as it regards climate, cannot be 
questioned. The production of these articles, if only sufficiently for 
our own domestic consumption, would be of -immense advantage to 
our citizens ; and if experience should prove that Florida might in a 
few years be looked to by our fellow-citizens of the states, for such 
products, the benefits resulting to the Territory, would be incalcula- 
ble. If, as has been conjectured by some, we shall before many 
years, have more formidable competition in the raising of cotton 
i'rom Mexico, South America, the East Indies, from Egypt, and 
from the extensive countries bordering on the Black Sea, opened to 
the trade of Europe, by the cannon of the allies at Navarino, it, is 
wise for the cotton planter to prepare for the the adoption of other 
articles for cultivation, and in respect to those that require any con- 
siderable length of time to bring them to maturity, he should not de- 
lay. Whether the cultivation of the cane and the manufacture of 
sugar can be relied upon, as a certain source of profit to theFlori- 
da planter, and especially if the presort duties on imported sugar 
are reduced by Congress, is by many regarded as problematical. But 
conceding these doubts to be unfounded, admitting the conjectures 
stated in reguard to cotton, to be idle speculations, and if the expe- 
riment fails immediately to yield the planter pecuniary profit, the 
arguments of convenience, of independence, and of patriotism, are 
still in favor of the adoption&culture of every useful exotic congeni- 
al to our soil, and climate, that we can procure. The general gov- 
ernment have offered by the resolution above mentioned, great 
facilities for their introduction, but for the more effectual accomplish- 
ment of this object, I suggest that a small appropriation be placed 
at the disposal of the executive, to meet the expenses of transporta- 
tion, and other charges necessarily incident to the procurement of*' 
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Seeds, &c. — and that you authorize by resolution such as may be re-' 
ceived, to be distributed for propagation under his direction. 

Commiseration for the wretched condition of the Indians located 
within our limits, as well as a regard for the interests of the country, 
constrains me to urge upon you the necessity of endeavoring, by ail 
proper means, to induce the general government to cause toei.- re- 
moval to the West of the Mississippi. A proper memorial (Voir. >■-«'.- 
body, exhibiting faithfully the present miserable state of these 5. 
and the advantages of removal to them, and showing the injuria! 
fects to the country of their -continuance here, will not be disregard • : 
and supported as it will be by the exm-tious of our Representati- e i» 
Congress, andotherofoi.it citizens, well informed on this subject, 
now at the seat of Government, may occasion the adoption 0! some 
of measures towards effecting this desirable object atthepreseut 
session of Congress. 

I enclose to the Council an extract from the Message of Governor 
Gilmer, at the opening of the present session of the Legislature of 
Georgia, respecting the disputed boundary line between Georgia and 
Florida It appears from this extract, that the gentlemen last appointed 
by Georgia, to ascertain and survey this line, decided, that "the head 
of" the St. Marys, as defined in the Treaty of 1795 was to be found 
at the source of its middle or western branch." The merits of this 
controversy, in regard as well to the facts, as to the principles of law- 
arid of right, upon which it rests, have heretofore been so fully, and 
ably examined, and discussed, and are so generally understood, mat 
it is ooUnecessary on this occasion, to offer data to show probable er- 
ror in the opinions of the Georgia Commissioners, or to adduce argu- 
ments in proof of the position, that they may be correct, and at this 
period of time, do not justify the claim of Georgia to have the South- 
eastern end of the line located southward of Eliicott's mound. The 
quantity of land between the line setting out from the mound and 
that run last summer, by authority of Gcorgi-i, is stated by Governor 
Gilmer, to be one million three hundred thousand acres. This new 
line runs only about 11 miles north of this city. It throws in Georgia, 
nearly, if not the whole, of the County of Hamilton, and a considera- 
ble portion of Madison, Jefferson, Leon and Gadsden counties. Gen- 
tlemen possessing information to be relied upon, state there are up- 
wards of five thousand inhabitants between the two lines. You will 
notice, that Che only suggestions made to the Legislature of Georgia, 
on this subject by Governor Gilmer, are that it is necessary "to have 
the title tried," to the disputed lands and that the legislature should 
"direct the manner'in which the Territory is to be disposed of. if the 
determination shall be in favor of the State." I have inferred from 
this language, and from a perusal of letters of Governor Tronp, pub- 
lished with other interesting documents on this subject by order of 
the House of Representatives of the U S. that the views of Ge< rgia 
are more directed to the obtaining an "equivalent" for the Territory 
claimed by her, than the extension of her political jurisdiction over it. 
This conclusion is corroborated by information derived from several 
highly respectable and intelligent citizens of Georgia, wiih whom I ' 
have conversed on this subject before and since the late survey Be> 
tween Georgia and Florida, there are not, and should not be any un- 
pleasant feelings. On the contrary, oar geographical relation cre- 
ates a community of interest in many respects, a very large portion of 
our population are emigrants from Georgia, and the association occa- 
sioned by the extensive commerce carried on between us , has created 
throughout Florida, kindred feelings towards that State, which it is 
trusted are reciprocated. If any security was necessary, these consi- 
derations will secure from that rich and poweiful sovreignty, the ex- 
ercise of a liberal and generous policy towards us, I am inclined to 
belieye, that prompted by such impulse, and anxious to promote out 
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prosperity and advancement, Georgia if applied to, would be willing 
to cede to Florida, (retaining only the ownership of the State lands) 
several of her border counties, which from their location and course of 
trade, ougbl to be attached to Florida. lam informed the citizens of 
those counties, would not be averse to the change. Such cession if a- 
greed to, and if no difficulties arise to delay its completion, could not 
be fully consummated, probably uadei three or four years. It is possi- 
ble, that wjth the additional population, it would give to the increased 
numbers at that period of our present Territory, we might then be 
enabled, to apply immediately for admission a3 a state. I regard 
however the benefits otherwise to be derived from such extension of 
our boundaries and jurisdiction, as of most consequence. Ifthe Coun- 
cil should not differ with me in the belief expressed, as to the views 
and feelings of Georgia, her willingness to make such cession, and its 
practicability, and should deem its effects important and beneficial 
to Florida, the adoption of measures to induce such tfct on the part of 
Georgia, and to piocure the concurrence of the U. S. therein, will 
be advisable. It is feared that unless the dispute respecting the boun- 
dary line is speedily adjusted, it will be fruitful of trouble and difficul- 
ty to the parties, and not unlikely to us. To avoid as far as possible 
on our part, such result, it should be borne in mind, that the contro- 
versy is entirely between the United States and Georgia. Our inter- 
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government, and vitally. inter- 



ested as we are, we have not even a claim to be heard, except through 
it, and any different interference by us, would be an powerless and im- 
potent, as uncalled for and unadvisable. If Georgia 'should Bow or 
hereafter, pursue a contrary course from that I have supposed, we 
should notwithstanding remain quiet till the dispute is settled between 
the State and the general government, satisfied that our lights and 
interests, will not be neglected. To attempt the continued exercise 
ofjuiisdiction, over the disputed lands, in defiance of Georgia, after 
she had resolved to assume it, would on the part of our Territory, be 
the extremity, of folly and presumption As a measure which may 
perhaps have some effect in accelerating the settlement ofthis con- 
troversy, 1 would suggest that a memorial be addressed by your bo- 
dy, to Congress, and that it be forwarded to the Delegate, as early as 
possible. 

The time when our Territory will become a State, and admitted ah 
equal member of the great confederacy of which we are now but a 
humble and dependent province, is looked to with considerable inter- 
est by our Citizens. The probability of this event, occurring within 
the next ten years, is I think doubtful, and consulting the true inter- 
ests of the mass of the people, and of the country, the postponement 
should not be regretted. The U. S. now defray" nearly all the expen- 
ses of the Territorial government, and their expenditures have been 
exceedingly liberal. The disbursements of the Federal government, 
within the Teiritory, distributed among our citizens, in payment for 
their services as judges, marshals, deputy marshals, clerks, Attor- 
neys and Jurors, and including the salaries of the Governor and Sec- 
retary, and the annual appropriations for the pay and expenses of the 
Council, and other expenses incident to the government, do not, it is 
estimated, fall short of $47 00(1 annually. The Territory pays the sa- 
laries of but two officers, the Treasurer and Auditor, both amounting 
to only $800. It has assumed by law, the payment of the postage of 
the Governor and Secretary, on public brrsiness, the expenses of cri- 
minal prosecutions and keeping of prisoners, amounting in the aggre- 
gate to about $8,000 annually We have hitherto been unable to col- 
lect and retain sufficient, to meet these comparatively trifling charges, 
although nearly all the monies accruing from fines and forfeitures, giv- 
en bylaw to the education fund, and which should have been sacredly 
preserved for that fund, have been appropriated to the aid of the Treat 
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sirry, in making these payments. The Territory is now several thou- 
sand dollars in debt, without means of payment, It is notorious? that 
our Treasury notes, but a short time since,' would bring but 60 cents 
for a dollar, in thiscity, and they are now valued at 25 per cent below 
par. These are painful truths, staring those who contend for our abili- 
ty to support an independent government directly in the face, and 
overturning' at once, all their splendid speculations. I am deeply 
mortified, that in performing a duty I owe to the people of Florida, of 
exhibiting faithfully, the true condition of the Territorial government, 
our insolvency and bad credit, is exposed to our fellow citizens of the 
States, but it cannot be avoided. If we cannot mannage to pay these 
trifling charges, how can wesupporta State government, the annual 
expenses of which for Florida, (conducted on the most economical 
plan,) would amount to $50,000 per annum ? But by far the most 
injurious effects of this change, would be found in the fact, that with 
our creation as, a State, ceases the aid of the General Government, in 
the construction of those works of internal improvement, so essential 
to the prosperity ofour Territory 1 Calling to aid the most liberal prin- 
ciples, there are but one or two works, which after we become a State, 
under the true principles of the Constitution, (as set forth in the Presi- 
dents Message, on his rejection of the Maysville road bill,) could be 
constructed at the national expense. We shall then have to rely upoii. 
the State, or on private enterprise and capital. The taxes for the sup- 
port of a State government, besides the county taxes, would at this 
time, equal at least a dollar for each person, of every age and colour 
in die Territory. It is believed, that when this subject is fully placed 
before the people, and the plain common sense of the mass ofour citi- 
zens appealed to. when they reflect upon the heavy taxes they will 
have to pgiy, and the deleterious effects upon the interests and prospects 
of the country, as I have stated, a majority will be found content to re- 
main as we now are. Much as I should prefer a state government, I 
Siope no application for admission will be made, till the Territory is 
unincumbered by debt, till we have got a decenf Capitol built, till a 
Penitentiary is erected, and till some of our most important internal 
improvements are completed, or fully under way, for not till then, can 
Florida reap any benefit from the change. 

Whatever opprehensions may have been created among our citi- 
zens, by the recent unhappy occurrences in Virginia; or more pro- 
perly, by the injudicious publications, and exaggerated reports in re- 
gard to them, they have entirely subsided in all parts ol our Territory. 
These occurrences should admonish us of the propriety of carefully 
revising oM laws respecting the introduction of negroes into the Ter- 
ritory, and also those for their police and regulation, and above all to 
be strict and vigilant in their enforcement. "Some of the States, have 
in consequence passed laws, entirely prohibiting the introduction ot 
negroes for sale. Additional slave labour is greatly wanted in our Ter- 
ritory, and such measure would therefore be highly injurious toonr in- 
terests, and unless absolutely necessary, should be avoided. Suffi- 
cient guards against the introduction of negroes o.f suspicious charac- 
ter, can I presume, be created without its adoption As in some de-' 
greo connected with this subject, and also as a judicious and just mea- 
sure of taxation. I have been requested by many citizens, to invite 
the attention of the Council, to the expediency of levying an additional 
tax to that imposed on other negroes on those hired in the Territory 
but whose owners are non-residents. The strict prohibition of ne- 
groes, keeping or using for any purpose whatever, fire arms of every 
description, and the imposition of a severe penalty upon a master or 
overseer, who shall knowingly permit the violation of the law, by a 
negro under bis control, would have a salutary effect. Within a fejv 
months past "and bills and oilier publications, printed in some of the 
Eastern and Middle Statae, of the most mischievous and dangerous 
..endency, if spread amongst a portion of our population, have bee» 
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received by mail at different Post-offces iu the Territory. The incett* 
diavies»who would by the circulation of such publications, excite to 
outrage, those for whose situation they affect sympathy, (although the, 
slaves in Florida, generally, are more comfortable than thousands oi" 
the poor classes in the Northern cities) are not countenanced, and 
their infamous conduct is condemned, by the intelligent and liberal of 
our fellow-citizens, in the States where they reside, and proper com- 
municationsfromthesouthem legislatures tothose of the non slavehol- 
diug States, w>uld, I have no doubt, cause the enactment of laws ten- 
ding to repress such publications. The passage of a law by the Coun- 
cil, similar to those passed recently by some of the slave States, with 
a view to the punishment of such persons,- ourselves, if we can legal- 
ly procure them, would perhaps have a good effect. Herewith the 
Council will receive a number of the publications referred to, which 
have been handed to me by one of ihe members from St. Johns, at the 
requestof the Grand Jury of that county. 

Tnat the Penitentiary system properly regulated is preferable to 
all other systems, for the punishment and reform of criminals, is 
generally conceded. The common argument used against it, has 
been its expensiveness, but in several of the Eastern and middle 
States, experience has proved, that if well conducted, a Penitentiary 
can be made a source profit and revenue. A large item of expense 
to the north is fire wood, which would cost but little in Florida. It 
has been urged against the establishment of such institution in this 
Territory, that our climate would prevent the employment of con- 
victs in many kinds of profitable labour, in which they are employed 
at the north, and that the materials for most of the manufactures of 
suoh prison would cost more thanin those prisons, where profit has 
been obtained. I cannot agree that these opinions are correct. Ma- 
ny of the coarse shoes, hats, and negro cloths, great quantities of 
which are sold in Florida, are made in the northern prisons. Other 
articles could be enumerated, and there are species of labor in which 
convicts could be more profitably employed here than elsewhere. — 
The Territory does not however, at present possess the means to 
erect a Penitentiary, and unless the general government are willing 
to assist us, the project must be abandoned. It has been suggested, 
to me that the old Spanish fort, San Marcos at St. Augustine, 
which is no longer used by the United States, and is falling into 
ruins, is well calculated for a Penitentiary, and could be changed into 
one for a sum comparatively small to the expense of erecting such 
prison anew. The general healthiness of St. Augustine is a cogent 
argument in favor of such location of the prison. The Unjfted States 
I am inclined to believe would not be unwilling to grant the fort to 
us for such purpose, and might also be induced to render aid in the 
necessary alterations. This important subject should not be suffered 
to escape the consideration of the Council. 

The attention of the Council, is invited to the criminal laws of the 
Territory. I am constrained by a sense of duty to advise thejaltera- 
tion in many respects, and the repeal of some parts of the principal 
law entitled " An Act relating to crimes and misdemeanors," passed 
14th November 1828. This act gives fall and elaborate definitions of 
all crimes whether known to the common law. or not, and various de- 
grees of offences ; and also, explanations of the several excuses and 
justifications which may be offered by the defendant in an indictment* 
Definitions of common law offences, are entirely unnecessary in a 
Statute. The most eminent jurists agree that they serve but to cre- 
ate confusion and embarrassment in the administration of the laws 
and particularly as such definitions are most generally crude and 
often bungling, and incongruous. It is wiser to refer to the books 'of ;he 
cDramon law,where they are.clearly and perspicuously given, as settled 
by the wisdom of ages. The punishments inflicted under our crimi-.. 
aallaws, are lines, imprisonment in the county jail, whipping, th?.-' 
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pillory and death, and against slaves, cropping and branding, and 
'nailing to the posts by the ears, is in some cases resorted to. If re- 
course can be had to other punishments, I do not think whipping or 
the Pillory should be inflicted on white criminals, and less barbarous 
punishments might, as well be used against slaves. After public 
exposure to such degrading and ignominious punishment, there is no 
hope of the reform of the convict. He is disgraced beyond the pow- 
er of redemption, and most probably becomes desperate. These 
punishments are authorised, also, for offences less henious on the 
score of moral depravity, than other crimes, where the correction 
permitted, is only by fine or imprisonment. It has been adjudged that 
the fifth section of the act of November 20th 1829, amending the act. 
'relating to crimes and misdemeanors, is repealed by the 3d section of 
the act of 22d of January 1831, regulating trade with thelndians and 
lor other purposes. The effect of this repeal is to make negro steal- 
ing, punishable only by fine or whipping, or imprisonment, while by 
the 3d section of the first named act still in force, horse stealing is 
made punishable with death ! It is presumed that such unequal dis- 
crimination was not intended, and that the repeal is attributable to 
madvertance. Giving the power of assessing the fine to the Jury, I 
regard as an impolitic and mischievious innovation upon salutary 
rules of common law, and an encroachment upon the legitimate 
powers, and duties of the Court. The amount to be imposed as a 
nne often depends upon circumstances and facts that cannot properly 
be submitted to a Jury on the trial of the indictment. Evidence 
which might properly be offered to a court in mitigation should not 
be laid before a jury on the trial, on account of the impossibility of 
preventing it from having improper influence upon them in the con- 
sideration of the other branch of their verdict. In cases of assault. 
and battery, the imposition of the fine is often properly deferred by a 
court till a civil suit for the same offence is determined and m 
cases of larceny, the sentence postponed, to afford opportunity for 
restoration by the convict of the stolen property, and neither of 
which courses, often necessary for the furtherance of justice can be 
pursued under the present law. I would suggest, also, to the coun- 
cil the expediency of inquiring in to the causes of the non-enforcement 
of the duelling law It is notorious that repeated and open violations 
ot this law have taken place within the Territory, within the last 
year, but there are no prosecutions therefor. Is the fault in the 
law or in the administration of it ? I ascribe this disregard of the' sta- 
tute to its rigorous character. In vain do our courts and public 'nro- 
secutors perform their duty ; the Grand Juries of Florida cannot be 
induced to expose that class of citizens generally concerned in such 
IThTtt' ,M u 1 ™ 5 "^^ severe and ignominous punishments inflict- 
ed by that law. 1 J !e declaration m this law that killing a person in 
a duel shall be murder, is entirely superfluous, as repeated decisions 
in England and in this country, have declared it to be murder at coi - 
monlaw The enactment in the 7th section, that any person leav- 
ing he 1 erntory for the purpose of fighting a duel, or to receive a 
challenge sha 1 -be subject to like penalties, as if the offence l,t 
committed within the Territory is, I think, 'void as an m wan-anta! 
ble extension of jurisdiction. A judicious modification of ,;«i 
could not fail to be of salutary influence. moamcatlo » °> this, law 
The confused character of the laws rponlitin. „i •• 
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which the too frequent recurrence of elections will 60on create amofrg 
the people, is greatly lo lie deprecated. Such measure would also, ft 
is believed, cause our political drvisions to be moie in fetation to prin- 
ciples and men, and less with reference to persons than lias hereto- 
fore been tiie case. Personal parties are generally, created by two pro- 
nun, lit individuals becoming competitors for an important and princi- 
pal iHfiee — by the election being held separately, and no other politi- 
cal question being offered for the consideration ol the electors. Owing 
periiaps to the circumstance, that it was for some time the only elec- 
tive office in the Territory, parlies seem to have formed here chiefly 
on the Delegates election. By holding this election, those for mem- 
bers of the Council and County officers', all on one day, seveial can- 
di.'iuies for different offices wilT be presented for the consideration of 
the voter at ihe same time, and his attention will be more divided 1 , and 
bis feelings less exclusive than at present. With the existence of con- 
trolling parties, formed upon one office, always more or less personal 
will cease those disgraceful attacks upon private reputation, which has 
too much characterised our elections. In their stead willsoon he sub- 
stituted, t;ie liberal and fair, but free discussion of political principles 
and measures. The day designated lor the election oi members of 
Council, is too Ute to allow time foi the receipt ofall the returns, and 
the circulation throughout the Territory of the proclamation of there- 
suit of the election. Home tribunal should be designated to decide 
upon disputed cases, in the election ol County officers. At the lust e- 
lection for County Offices, there weie two contested cases, both ari- 
sing from returns not being duly made to the Presiding Justice, ort© 
the Executive. One. case was properly adjusted by the parties In 
the ether, at the time prescribed by law, the Acting Executive com- 
lnissiouedthe person, who from the returns received, irad the highest, 
number of votes. A i'ew days subsequently, a return was received 
giving another candidate a decided majority. Believing aslyetdo, 
that the Executive had no power to correct what had been done, the 
party was referred to the Superior Court of his district f»r redress, 
•which however on hearing the case, decided that it had no power to 
look beliind tht commission. Thus by an omission of the Legislature, 
and by the ca.elessness or negligence of the luspectors of "election, 
without any fault on his part, a citizen lost his right to an important 
and lucrative office, to which he was fairly elected, and the voice of 
the people was deleated. The provision in the same law. that the' 
Pi esiding Justice shall receive the returns, declare the result of the e- 
lecjion, and certify it to the Executive, is the cause ofmuch difficulty. 
Several of the Justices did not pretend to pursue the law, forwarding 
to the Executive the precinct returns made to them without any cer- 
tificate of the result— the certificates of others were extremely loose 
and informal, and some did not interfere at all, but the precinct re- 
turns were made directly to the Executive by the managers. The 
clerk of each county should be required in all elections to notify the 
Executive of the several precincts, and the inspectors appointed in his' 
county, as otherwise imposition may be practised. '1 here are portions 
of the law regulating the election of Delegate, that improperly inter- 
fere with the .ights and powers of the House of Representatives of 
the United States., and should therefore be expunged from our statute 
book The Organic laws provide, that "the Delegate shall be elecied 
by such description of persons, at such times and under such regula- 
tions as the Governor and Council, may from time to time ordain and 
direct." The 13tb section of the law in question, transcends tie pow'- 
er here conferred, and prescribes the manner in which a candidate 
shall proceed, contesting the ejection before the House of Representa- 
tives oi the United States. 1 agre e in the construction recently put on. 
another part of this law, that lo make the return of an election com- 
plete under its provisions, a transcript or copy from the poll book must 
accompany the certificate of the result. It has been contended that 
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■file Delegate is not a member of the House of Representatives within 
that provision of the 5th article of the Constitution of the United 
States, which declares, "Each house shall be the Judge of the elec- 
tions, returns and qualifications of its own members'" — and it has also 
be. n argued that Congress possessing the power of revising and ac- 
nu nog our laws; and having tacitly acquiesced in this, it is to be re- 
ga ded as valid, even if originally defective. Considering the cor- 
rectness of these positions as doubtful, and taking into view also the 
tei.o; of the provision in the Organic act above quoted— 1 regard the 
law itself, as nugatory so farasitgoes to confer power upon any function- 
ary bev.md the purely ministerial act of counting ihe votes, as exhib- 
ited n those returns from which the resultcan be safely and certainly 
gathered. - In the emendations to these laws, the powers and duties 
of every officer engaged in the execution of them, should be distinctly 
■defined. As they now are, if in a violent and closely contested elec- 
tion, the officer designated to ascertain and declare the result, should 
give a c. instruction injurious to ihe interests of one or the other party, 
il any accident should occur or if by mistake or carelessness or ignor- 
ance in any .of themore than two hundred parsons who officiate as officers 
of election, a result -dissatisfactory to either side should ensue, however 
elevated and well established may I" 3 ':' s character, however conscien- 
tious he may act, however honest and impartial may be his intentions, 
{arid such officer could not have motive or inducement toactirnproper- 
lyj, he is exposed lo suspicions the most unjust and imputations! he most 
disgraceful. The vagueness anfl ambiguity of the law imposes the 
duty of constiuclion, but he is afforded no shield or protection against 
political rancour or party violence 

The consideration of the Council should at an early period of the 
session, be directed to the condition of our Territorial Treasury. Ow- 
ing to the decease, on the lath ult , of Judge Floyd the former Treas- 
urer, and three days since of Mr. Carey his successor, no Treasurers' 
report is to be expected. I have before stated in this communication, 
that the Territory is very considerably in debt. I have had no certain 
data afforded me, but am induced to tielieve the aggregate of the claims 
against the Treasury, over and above the means of payment, will rather 
exceed than fall short of $10,000— haif of which sum is perhaps in 
Treasury notes in circulation, on which the Territory pays interest, afnd 
the piincipal portion of the other inoity due to the education or school 

fund. The death of Mr. Garey also, prevents any Auditors report. 

Being Auditor when promoted on the 19th ultimo to the Tieasurership, 
he was directed to make reports for the fiscal year, ending November 
30th, from both offices, and was engaged in this duty till a few days 
previous to hisdaeease. His successor as Auditor, has not since had 
time to make the necessary examinations, to render any satisfactory 
exhibit. I have deferred the appointment of Treasurer for a few days 
amongst other reasons, because 1 consideredit advLsabiethata commit- 
tee of tiie Council should previously fully examine the books and pa- 
pers, and adjust the accounts of the late and former Treasurer and 
Auditor. 1 am constrained to strongly recommend the abolition of the 
office of Auditor, as an unnecessary and useless expense. The duties 
of both of the offices of Auditor and Treasurer can be easily perform- 
ed by a competent person, who will attend to the business personally 
I think an inspection of ihe books of these offices, will in itself, con- 
clusively saiisfy the Council on this score. Ourrevenue laws eener- 
ally require amendment. The present system of col lecl in/> 'taxes 
debts. Ifc. is very inefficient and defective. The practice pf inning 
treasury notes should he abolished. Any measuieswhichmay be adopted 
by the council tending to more economy in regard to the 
expenses, greater vigilanceinthecolleetionofthe revenueanddebtsdue 
the Territory, and rendering officers more strictly accountable, will be 
most cheerfully concurred in. Unless the Council adopt some such 
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Sneasures, ways and means must be devised to raise an additional reve-. 
nue by Uxation or otherwise. Taxation should not be resorted to if it. 
can possibly be avoided, as the citizens u f some parts of our Territory 
already complain of the present taxes as too onerous. 

The attention of the Council is requested to the state ofthe Militia - 
Therearenone of the States or Territories in which stronger neces- 
sity exists for a properly organised militia, than in Florida. Our ex 
tensive sea coast and our geographical location, render us greatly ex- 
posed to the predatory irruptions of an enemy in time of war, and to 
oppose which the militia of the count y mast be chiefly relied upon. No 
present danger is. perhaps, to be apprehended from any portion of our 
population; but we have amongst ns two classes who may possibly at 
some future period, be incited to hostility, and with respect to which, 
it behoves us always to be prepared in peace and in war. Enquiry 
should be made into the causss of'the present disorganization. [ can attest 
to the fidelity with which the general officers have performed the du- 
ties devolving upon them. Many of the field officers of the different 
regiments are, however, extremely lax in the fulfilment of their duties 
and the law gives no power to the Commander-in-chief, or to the Brig- 
adiers, to correct and remedy the evil. In two or three instances, no 
regimental field officers have been elected by the people. I am im- 
pressed with the belief that the disregard of the law pretty generally 
manifested, is attributable to its provisions not being acceptable to the 
people, and also that they regard the performance of common militia 
duty at present, as an unnecessary and troublesome burthen. Believ- 
ing this, and holding that no law ought to be continued in force in this 
republican government, after the people generally have shown they 
are averse to it, I feel it incumbent upon me to urge to the Council, the 
necessity of essential changes being made in the law at this session. — 
The same feeling in regard to the performance of militia dnty in time 
of peace, has been manifested elsewhere in the States, and their expe- 
rience has shown it is futile to attempt the coercion of the citizens of 
this country by fines and penalties, to its observance. Appeals to their 
patriotism, their pride, their public spirit and personal ambition, are 
found much more efficacious. Under this policy, the formation of vol- 
unteer uniformed companies has been encouraged, and no musters 
had butof such corps. I have confidence that under judicious regula- 
tions, such system would be satisfactory to the people — that it is better 
adapted to our situation, and would be more beneficial than any other. 
Our population is mostly in villages, or in detached settlements of a 
number of families contiguous to each other. Each settlement could 
form a company of twenty five or thirty men, which in case of any a- 
Sarm, would be enabled to assemble in a few hours ready for service.— 
I refer. however,to the Council the devising of the alterations and a- 
mendments in this law 

The subject of common schools, and ol education generally 
is ot primary importance to the citizens of the Territory. At 
the last session of the Council, the Governor was directed by 
the act concerning the literary fund " to appoint three commis- 
sioners to enquire into the condition of the schools in the Ter- 
ritory, the wants of the People in regard to education, and the 
means calculated to relieve their wants, and to report to the 
next Legislative Council, the number of schools in the Territo- 
ry, the number and qualifications of teachers, the branches 
usually taught, and the various modes of instruction, adopted 
in them, the number of children, receiving education in those 
scnools, and the number of children in the Territory, destitute 
of the means of education. And also, to report what in their 
opinion is the best system of general instruction,' adapted to the 
condition and wants of the Territory, the best mode of obtain- 
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MS the funds necessary for its establishment, and any othet 
acts and information connected with the subject, wmeh t bey 
hink important, to be laid before the Legislative CotmcU. - 
The Rev P. W. Gautier of Jackson, J. G. Gamble Esq. of. 
Jefferson, and Moses E. LevyEsqr. of Alachua were select- 
ed as the commissioners under this law. I received a day or 
two since, a separate Report of Mr. Levy on this subject 
which is herewith communicated to the Council. ■ I presume the 
Reports of the other commissioners wil be iorwaraed in a w 
davs. It is important that in the adoption of measures on thlfe 
subject, we do not act carelessly, or precipitately. No system 
not generally and thoroughly understood, and which has not 
been in practical and beneficial operation, in some one ot the 
States of the Union, should be adopted. Theories upon the 
subject of education, of the most beautiful appearance on pa- 
per and projects of the most plausible and imposing character 
have when exposed to the stubborn and unemng.test of prac- 
tice utterly failed to produce the efficacious results promised, 
bv their projectors. Experiments requiring innovations upon 
the settled habits and systems of a Country, are rarely suc- 
cessful. I regret that I must express my dissent from the re- 
commendation in the accompanying report, of toe establish- 
ment of a school, or schools by the Territory, similar to that 
known as the Fellenburg institution. Without reference to the 
amount of the expense ofthe undertaking, considering that 
this system is not well adapted to this country, not as ccnsis-' 
tent with our political institutions, as others, and that it is open 
to many other objections, and would, also, probably fail, I 
should be oreatly averse to the trial of the experiment of its 
efficacy aUhe Public cost. But I should be more unwilling 
that the donations of the United States, either to the citizens 
of the Townships, or the Territory, for the purpose of educa- 
tion, should be jeopardised by any appropriation of them to 
the aid of such project. Giving the People of each Township, 
as soon as practicable, the benefit of the donations for their 
use, and pursuing the plain, old fashioned plan of teaching — 
building of good school houses, and employment of none but 
sober, steady, and intelligent persons as school masters, is, I 
am persuaded after all, the best course. 

A judicious revision of the laws regulating the practice in our 
Courts of law and equity, is highly necessary. I cannot on 
this occasion attempt to specify the numerous and various im- 
perfections and omissions in these laws, to which the experience 
of our courts, bar and suitors can attest. There are several 
members of your body, possessing all the information I can 
have in relation to this subject, and superior ability in judging 
of their defects, and the proper remedies to be applied, and 
who will not, I am satisfied, suffer it to be overlooked . 

The People, it is believed, expect at this session of the Coun 
Cil, some alteration in the present Territorial Judiciary System. 
No little disatisfaction with the County Courts, has been ma- 
nifested. No change in the judicial system of anv Government, 
should be made without strong and palpable reasons therefor. 
Those who are in favor of the abolition of the County Court 
differ however in relation to the measures which such act 
Would subsequently require. Some prefer, an extension of the 
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jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace to 100 dol. and investing 
the County Clerk, or a special officer, with the powers of Judo-e 
of probate in each County. Others are in favor of reducing 
the Jurisdiction ol Justices to 20 dol., and the establishment 
(as a substitute for the County- Court,) of a tribunal havino- 
jurisdiction of all sums above 20 dol., and to 100 dol or a 
greater amount if considered advisable. On e J lu ]o- e it is pro 
posed should act m two or more Counties. He should receive 
a small ieein eacn case, to be taxed with the costs as his com- 
pensation.. He snould be Judge of Probate, and required to 
hold his Court once in every two or three months. The duties 
now imposed upon the Presiding Justice of a County in re- 
gard to roads, paupers, county finance, and taxation, and 
e ecuons 4 which ought never to be allied to judicial duties, 
snoulu be : piaced with commissioners, chosen by the People of 
hie County/ 1 here are many, who totally differ with me, on 
this subject, for whose judgments I have g'eat respect, but 
acting under my official obligation, 1 cannot defer to their o- 
pmions my thorough and settled conviction, that the abolition 
of tne County Court and the creation of such, tribunal, would 
under judjcious regulations be highly beneficial, and I therefore 
feel bound to recommend such measure, but am not at liberty 
on t.ms occasion to go into that detail it deserves 

The act of Congress, January 21st 1329, authorises » the 
alteration and arrangement of the election districts by the 
Governor and Council, so as to secure as near as may be an 
equality ol representation in each district." Whether it is not 
out; duty to make such a! tera tion at this session, or whether the 
dispute m regard to the Georgia boundary line, renders it pro- 
per to postpone the matter, are questions which I leave to the 
decision ol the Council. 

*„ P' c p Gov f nor ' * requested in February last, communicated 
to the President of the United States' Bank, a copy of the re- 
solution of tne Council, requesting the location of a Branch 
bank m the I emtory. In answer thereto, a letter was receiv- 
ed m March last, from the President of the Bank, Sg that 
the resolution was laid before the board of Directors, '-would re- 
vive toe respectful consideration, due to the high character of 
tie Gentlemen who have taken an interest in the subject" and 
that as soon as their decision was made, the Governor should 
be apprised thereof. No other communicationJias been received 
on tins subject. 

I did intend to have suggested at this time some alterations 
of an important character in the 'laws regulating the settle- 
ment and distribution of insolvent estates, and also, those rela- 
tive to the dower of widows in this Territory, but the len<Hh 
to wmch tins paper has already extended, compels me to defer 
the performance of that duty. 

In concluding this 'communication, permit me, gentlemen, for a - 
moment to look beyond the boundaries of our humble colonial 
government and congratulate you as American citizens: upon 
the prosperous and happy condition of our common country 
Under the administration of a Chief Magistrate, deservedly 
p -Mssuig as large a share of the confidence of his fellow-citi- 
zens as any ol his illustrious predecessors, our Republic ia ira- 



pidly advancing to that foremost place in the rank of nations' 
widen we may be permitted to believe, a beneficent Providence 
has allotted as her destiny. Our ieliow-citizens of the chiierent 
States, living under mild, equal, and just iaws, enjoy 
as great a portion of political happiness, as has ever been be- 
stowed upon the peojole of any country on the globe. By ne- 
glect and inattention to the means of preservation, we may, 
however, forfeit our right to that more equal participation in 
these blessings, which it is trusted, is yet in store tor us. — 
"Vigilanoj is tne condition on which liberty is granted," said 
a patriot and sage of the revolution. This maxim should 
not be forgotten. Let us observe it, and use our best en- 
devours to merit a continuance of the favours, hitherto so boun- 
tifully bestowed by that Great Power, without wiiose protection 
■and aid neither men nor governments can prosper. 
JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 
Seo'y. and Acting Gov. of Florida. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, > 
January 3d 1332. $ . 
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The House then proceeded to elect a Printer, which result- » 
ed. in the choice of Mr. Wm. Wilson. Mr. Fitzpatrick mov« ' 
ed tliat a committee be appointed to contract for the printing 
with the printer elect, which was agi ced to, and Messrs. Fitz- 
patrick, Byrd, and Hunt, were appointed. 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

January 4th, 1832. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and a'quorum being 
present, the minutes of yesterday were read. 

Mr. BOOTH, gave notice that he would on some future day, 
ask leave to introduce a Bill to incorporate "The Chipola and 
St. Andrew's Canal Company." 

The President appointed the following as standing commit- 
tees— 

On the Judiciary.- 
Nutall. 

On Finance.— Messrs. Fitzpatrick, Hunt, Robiou and Byrd. 

On the Militia.— Messrs. Sanchez, Warren, Priest and 
Pope. 

On Claims.— Messrs. Love, Jones, Cooper and Hunt. 

On Schools and Colleges.— Messrs. Nutail, Baltzell, 
VV right and Robiou. 

On the State of the Territory.— Messrs-, 
zell, Sanchez and Priest. 

On Elections.— Messrs. Jones, 
per. 

Sa.?chef NMLLED BlLLS -~ MeSSTS - B y rd > Booth > p 0Pe 

w^reafaSpTedf" 0611 ** reSOlUti ° n M °^> «*** 
lates'toS'rev^' "FS^X. ^ Senior's Message as re- 
Etorv anH th f,^ ^"f^ 1 and Electio « '»'« of the 
fiurcd to tlu T , t-^ ' 11 ' 011 ° f S coun y court system, be re- 
leam nl^^Y 7 COmmhtee ~ thai s0 much " relates 
-he amendment and revision of Militia laws, be referred i 



Booth, Balt- 
Warren, Love and Coo* 



and 



to 



to 

the 



3 



m 

committee on the Militia ; that so much as refers to the con*' 
Hon ol the Treasury, and the revision of the revenue "be 
reierred to the committee on Finance-that so much as S« 
tc > toe subject of Internal Improvement, to the protection of the 
toenes on our coast, and so much as relates to the boundarv 
^f between the State of Georgia and the Territory of Fiorkk? 
with the accompanying documents, be referred to the commhv 
Won the State of the Territory-and that so much thereof 
as relates to the sucject of education, with the accompaS 
taents, be referred to the committee on SabWTdcl 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the committee appointed to 
con tract for Printing reported that the committee h^l perform- 
ed the duty assigned them, and submitted a contract which 
t Stf eed |T n With ^ Y ih ° n > for the ™n S ider a t7o of 
toe taMe WaS read and the rep ° rt ° rdered t0 lie on 

thJcTtv P ^l^ SUbmitteda , rep ° rt fromthe commissioner of 

SkJ*B^ wmch vvas read and fr ed toth& 

Tne house then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

t'i,„ i , January 5th. 

n sent Z B P urs « a!lt to adjournment, and a quorum being- 

Mr JwrW Utes of .Yesterday were read. * 

,ii» , ' g* venotlce 'hat on some future day, he would 

ask leave to introduce the following bills : One to require X 
i ax collector and treasurer of theleveral counties in Tis Ter- 
ritory, to report annually to the Grand Juries of their respective 
—es the state of the county funds-also one to be i St led 
An act to amend the several acts regulating patrols, and for 
other purposes; also one to entitled, An act to amend the road 
kws and one to be entitled, An act'to incorporate the Qu ncv 
Academy m Gadsden county, and to appohft trustees &% 

wo^lH i!iFiT TA , LL ' gr T e notice ' that on some future day he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act t. 

ch ™ge the present county court system. 

in» wi vk ' mtr " du( 5ea the preamble and resolutions foDow- 
%nn Wh Were read and laid on the table ■ 
Whereas, the nomination of William P Duval J&m,;™. 

foretefenlte' fcTTf^ Teiri ^ SwpJSgS 
Ct til +Z the United States-and whereas it is infpor- 

da „n S < ,1 T f T ntS and Wishes of *e people of Ftori- 
madetooSr f gleat ^^ ^ * ^ 

TlS the'senT/ re f sol ? ed T h *H Legislative Council of Florida, 
remtJ^l i 6 °^ UnUod States be, and they are hereby 
requested to reject the said nomination. y 

the Mentoers o^ the° O ^' ^ " the ad °P tion of this resolu ti°n, 
23SdfS peopTeoSi r d r Sent ' " *"* ****> the ^ 
Resolved, That two copies of,this preamble and these resolu- 
tions, be immediately forwarded? the one- to our DeesaTe L " 
Congress, and the other to the President of the Wt! g *?*S 
Uni ted StateS) signed by the President f 1 Corf * - * 
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Mr. BOOTH, oifered the tollowing resolution, which Was 
isead and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That our Delegate in Congress, be requested to 
endeavor to procure the passage of a law, increasing the num- 
ber of the Legislative Council, so as to allow one member to 
each of the counties of Walton and Washington — and that a 
copy of this resolution be forthwith forwarded to him. 

Mr. WRIGHT, introduced the resolution following, which 
was read and laid on the table : 

soRenlvd, That the acting 1 Governor be authorised to employ 
a clerk ie his office, during the session of this Council, whose 
compensation shall not exceed one of the engrossing clerks of 
the Legislative Council. 

Mr. BYRD, introduced the resolution following, which was 
lead and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That George E. Dennis, Esq., the former clerk in 
the Treasurers office, be authorised to make a report from the 
books of said office, as required of the Treasurer by law, for the 
use of the Council. 

Mr. WRIGHT, introduced the resolution following, which 
was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the hour of meeting of the Legislative Coun- 
cil, be 11 o'clock a. m. 

The contract accompanying the report made by Mr. Fitz- 
patrick on yesterday, as chairman of the committee to contract 
with the printer elect, was read and ordered to' lie on the table. 
The house then adjourned until to-morrow 1 1 o'clock. 

January 6th. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment, and a quorum being 
present, the minutes of yesterday were read. 
. Mr. WARREN, gave notice, that on some future day he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills : — A bill to be 
entitled, An act concerning Limitations — a bill to be entitled, 
An act to prevent the intermarriage of white persons with per- 
sons of color, and a bill to be entitled, An act to regulate the 
pilotage of the St. John's river, and the bar of Nassau. 

Mr. PRIEST, gave notice, that on some future day he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to establish a ferry across the Su- 
wannee river, at or near the Jackson Springs. 

Mr. NUTTALL, presented a petition from William Kerr, 
praying to be divorced from his wile Epsy B. Kerr, which was 
read and referred to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Nuttall, Byrd, Booth and Hunt. 

Mr. HUNT, presented a petition from William Mims, pray- 
ing to be divorced from his wife Sabina : which was read and. 
referred to the same committee. 
Mr. BALTZELL, introduced the following resolution : 
Resolved, That a committee on agriculture and commerce be 
added to the Standing Committees of this house, and that so 
much of the Governor's Message as relates to that subject, be 
referred to that committee— which was read and adopted. The 
committee consists of Messrs Baltzell, Pope, Priest and Cooper. 
Mr. HUNT, introduced the resolution following, which was 
.Jead and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That the eoaamittee on Finance, be instructed. t». 
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enquire into the expediency of reducing the taxes an Billiard' 
tables in this Territory. 

Mr. B FED, introduced the resolution following, which was 
read and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That this house will, during the present session, 
repeal all the laws now in force in this Territory, passed since 
the year 1324 , and that they will take up the acts of 1824, and 
so alter, modify and amend that code, as to bring all the acts in 
force into one book. 

Mr. BALTZELL, introduced the resolution following, which 
was read and adopted : 

Resolved, That the hour of meeting of this Council, be nine 
o'clock, until otherwise agreed upon. 

The contract reported by Mr. Fitzpatrick from the commit- 
tee on printing, 'was again read and ordered to lie on the table. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Byrd on yesterday, concerning 
the report of the Treasury, was read and adopted. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Wright on yesterday ,"was read 
and on motion of Mr. Booth as amended so as to allow the 
clerk to be employed by the Executive, 150 dollars, and so a- 
mended, was adopted. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Booth on yesterday, proposing 
an increase of the members of this house, was on motion of Mr. 
Byrd, so amended as to give an additional member to the coun- 
ty of Leon, and one to the counties of Jefferson, Hamilton and 
Madison, and so amended was adopted- 

The resolution offered by Mr. Love on yesterday, in refer- 
ence to the re-appomtaient of William P. Duval, Esq., was read 
and ordered to lie on the table until Monday next. 

The house then adjourned until to morrow 9 o'clock. 

t January 7th. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, and a quorum being 
present, the minutes of yesterday were read. 

Mr. WARREN gave notice, that he would on some future 
day, introduce a bill repealing an act, to preyent duelling. 

Mr. COOPER gave notice, that on Tuesday next, he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, An act prohibiting 
the county courts of this Territory from levying a tax on cattle, 
excepting those of non-residents. 

Mr. NUTTAL gave notice, that on some future day, he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill relative to the introduction 
of slaves into the Territory, and also a bill to charter a Banlj, 
to be established at Magnolia in Leon county. 

The same gentlemen presented the petition of Lernie Rumel, 
praying to be divorced from her husband John Rumel, which 
was read and referred to the committee, to whom similar peti- 
tions had been referred on yesterday. 

Mr. WARREN, presented the petition of Elizabeth A. 
Breadalbane, praying to be divorced from her husband Donald 
M. Breadalbane— which was also read and referred to the 
same committee, to which Mr. Warren was added. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, presented a "memorial from sundry 
citizens of Key West, requesting an alteration in the charter of 
Incorporation— which was read and referred to a special com 1 
OHttee, consisting of Messrs. Fitzpatriek, Booth and Jones.. 



Mr PRESIDENT, presented "a letter from Mr. JohnRod- 
m-m proposing to prepare a Digest of the laws of the .Term 
tory-wmch was read and referred to the committee on the Ju- 

,' Mr POPE, presented sundry presentments from the Grand 
Jury of Jackson county, accompanied by the charge of the 
Hon. H. M. Brackenridge, to tiie Grand Junes of Vv ashmg- 
ton and Jackson counties— which were read and referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. ,,A.,, 

' Mr FITZPATRICK, presented a report from the com- 
missioners appointed to superintend and carry on the building 
of a jail and cistern at Key West-which was read and referr- 
ed to the committee on Finance. 

Mr BALTZELL, presented a bill to establish rules of prac- 
tice and pleading in the Superior courts (,f this terrttory-which 
was read by its title and referred to the committee on the Judl- 
«iarv. Also, a bill regulating Writs of Error and Appeal to 
the Court of Appeals, of which the same disposition was made. 

The actino- Governor communicated to the house, the report 
of the Board of Directors of the Capitol of their transactions 
for the last year— which was read and referred to the commit- 
tee on Finance. Also, tha reports of Tneo. Owens, Esquire, 
and J. P. Lockliart and Malcolm Nicholson, Esq's., commis- 
sioners appointed to select a suitable site for the seat of Govern- 
ment of the Territory— which reports- were read and laid on 

the table. . ,. , 

Mr BALTZELL, from the committee on agriculture ana 
commerce, presented a memorial from H. Perrine, praying an 
act of association for himself and his associates, as a company 
to introduce into the Peninsula of Florida, tropical vegetab.es, 
and for other purposes— which was read and laid on the tame. 
The same gentleman from that committee introduced a bill to in- 
corporate the Tropical Plant Company of Florida, which was read & 

first time. . . .... i , 

Mr. BALTZELL from the same committee introduced the resolu- 
tions following which were read and adopted; Resolved, that fi.ly 
dollars he placed at the disposal tf the Executive of this Territory lor 
the transportation and distribution of such plants or other natural 
products as may be presented to the Executive of this Territory irom 

foreign places. ' , , 

Resolved that the distribution of said plants and natural products be 
as nearly equal among the citizens of this Territory, as circumstan- 
ces wilt admit, having due regard to their proper caie and cultiva- 
tion. , . . ., ... 
The same gentleman introduced the resolution following, wmca 
was read and adopted, Resolved, that 3110 copies of the report of Lt. 
Long accompanying the Governor's message be printed. 

Mr HUNT'S resolution introduced on yosterday instructing the 
committee on Finance to enquire into the expediency of reducing the 
tax an billiard tables was read and adopted. 

Mr, BYRD'S resolution on yesterday was again read and laid oo 
the table. 

The House tlien adjourned until Monday next at 9 o'cl< ck.' 

January, 9. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being 
present, the minutes of the preceding day was read. 

Mr. WRIGHT gave notice that he would on some future day 
-pjesent a bill to change the mode of compelling the opening ajjjl 
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^^ft,t£ ic C ds H ofth V er ** 

introd,,ce a m^ ™ ZCf da t T" lM ™ *>nie future da. 

leave to introduce a' SeE™ n0t,c f a * ked & ob'tainei 
traduction of slaves'' wh£h I™ , n act relat ^e to the in- 

to the Judiciary CommYtte e . W read a fi ^ ^e and referred 

SaSSfe^ CWS-jfTE^ Acting 

mentorthetemwXh^ 10 " - fthe Seat of Go ^ 
the committee on7e ££$£££& read a » d referred^ 

Webb Esq, and S tiSTKevV"? ™ 1 ,*» J "™» 
^corporation of a Salt Companv all5 **' m T atk>B to «« 
awd referred to a select commit * P lace ' wilicil was read 

Patrick and Robwu "^ C01lsist "ig of Messrs Booth! 

wa^read and ad4^ tr ° dUCed the resol «i°n following which, 

f^ZiJi^t^s^r^ *4&+ pitted 

tee may think reasonable it fk? i com Pf? sat «W as th e commit- 
Mr. FITZPATB CR 1L > S ? of the sessi o«- 

which was read and laid on thf tTble- »" ?""?% resoI «^ 
tnct Attorney of the Middle DkltX Ae , soM > That the Dis- 

ascertain whether the Territorfh^ f I "T- *" ***** and 
rent from the clerk oftheSuScn^tf^ " ght to dema » d a 
t»on the of room in the capfoT M « ^ fa Use and «*«P*- 

was ^andEnlfS. 4 * f *T™^ which 
tee on the Judiciary be nstr U cted tot^ TJwt the C «- 

been consigned thedutv of t SdeCt ^^tee to whom had 
ofthis Hofie, reporfficod^laws^r f ° r *" ^™ 
read and adopted. On ^Sl 'tPurposewW w as 
h% copies of the same, with the llii f 1 ' ll " ordered "at 
committees of the house W« ,? nmber of the sta « d «« 
. The Mil to he emitted «an 1 ? !° T - he USe of the ho ^-" 
plant Company of Florida » to , ,ncor P°rate the tropical 

»meeofthe J 1 o,eonS or r readaDdreferred to a S 
to repeal all the laws now i V y ^^erday, proposing 
code of 1824 and to rS th,?™', *!&*« exce P«on of ?J 
o tins session, was X 1 and ^Sdt W **■ Ie g isla £ 
Judiciary. u 'eierred to the Committee on the 

The House then adjourned until ra - momnv 9 ^ 
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*J?he House met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum be** 
present, the minutes of yesterday were read * mmm Dt J1 S 

Mr. 140BIOU gave notice that he would ask leave on some- 
future day to introduce a bul giving to mechanics a hen in cei- 

M^r^r 1 an act for the same p"p° se - 

Mr DARKEN gave notice that he would „n some future 
£SS; W ' t0 ^ *** » «» to -borate the S 

Mr. NUT'fALL presented a memorial from the personal 
representatives of the late William Argyle, for the relie^i [he 

»dt » tr ° f Sa , ld dccedant ' wbich was read a " d refer! 
MidB^oth consisting of Messrs. Byrd Nuttall 

Pursuant to previous notice, Mr. Cooper introduced a hill to 
be entitled "An actio proiuhit the County Courts from levy r" 
taxes in certain cases"-winch was read a first time and ree- 
fed to the committee on Finance 

nnfnpf°f Eintl '° duCed abi11 toaltCT the southern boundary 
M ™™' Ity Wi,10h Was read a first time. y 

Mr. WARREN presented a petition from Francis J Ross 

m mit","?! a , f nii S s whlcU was read. 
prayin^th a twl PreSe;ite 1 d 3 petltlOU from ' Sam ^l Cosby 

Mr. WARREN o-ave nodcp th',ti„ n ,, 
some future day, tolnLfee a M*WM£F* t *' E 

The resolution ottered b ^f, V* 11 ' 1 MuTlS " 
ting to the Treasured room w'J Pa 5 JCi ,° n ^ ste! " da J rela- 
The resolution offered bTllTsa^* ^ alidado Pted. 

r a r , ( ,,Srs rSs't^^'r^-^hwas 

tee be ulstructed to inquire into VHp p, t Judiciai 'y co ^™it- 
7th section of the act eS a^^f^^^^Peahng trie 
rame the fees of certain officers r,h U ° ameUd an act to d e*er- 
purposes^ approved Nov 1828 territory and for, other 

• e House then adjourned until to-morrow 9 o'clock 
Ti : , House met pu.uant t0 acjoumment J^jj^ 
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^StS^ ^*^™ read. 

JOT, Produce a law JuS^Lfli'"- ™$*'<ni some future 

<^ era «f Usurer and A "| or altenn gthe lav, making the 

mandatory oftoe several ow*T to be entitled; "An act a- 

estate-s and the Ste^^**^ 
Wii.cu was read a .first Sfe^ta & gnardians, 
morrow- '-l and ordered to a second time to- 

¥^SfZZT K ^^ W U - W — fa oe- 
B8tui ? of Messrs. WarrenfprW V 8eleot committee con* 

Mr. SANCHEZ introd' , ^ C ,° nDer - 
Was read and referred to i el C le .;f ohition following, which 
ntoiy. Resolved, that the cn^ M on the st ate of the T^r- 

cation i of the sea: of government he, In ,7 tne Permanent Jo- 
three dollars for ev e ? v twenTy „;!,' ^ the additional sum of 
£ |ie discharge of their duties lj *7 ™ 7 ha ^ travelled in 
£ BV R n • nmg t0 the ' r P lace of 
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r ti 7f ry , be ^quested ?tol a ]t ?*' th ? 80th * Auditor of 
required by Jaw, or suci, a ,.?„ * a , re P ort to this house as 
teft^'^*^ ^ may be ablet maS 
Were read and adopted ^ ^ "***#>«» following; which 

Wan* for the transportation nffiP ofa law % Confess Dro - 
, f ; "f * further? * t S °c i: e k mail , to Appllachicola ' P ° 
te tn . t0 ^nsport co P ls of t ht thS , 0uncil be re ^ed 
f wr'S 1 ' and °u>- Det'Lt n resoiutio " to the Post 
.VI- - N'JTTALL from h'!^ te m Congress." 
^fcd>% lotion of E&n^ to wh ™ ba d ^™ 
a bill to be entitled, "An act to,r , A " Brea 'lalbane, reported 
Ween £h 2abet] , A. B ^17'™^ marria ^ cont ^ 

gff ffSS&S $ ^°?r a *™r day rela- 
tj s Terntory was again read w£ f Esqr " as Pernor of 
t s ™„j bred by Mr. P<L™Wh ** ^ Mmviu S ««bsti- 
W™°M passed a resolution^ Whereas the last Legislative 
E q . for r e -appointmenr e 4'° mmendin g Willlam P°lS 
& :", a f, COTthnce with £ wi 1 i £? the beiieft ^t the same 
ti£At er f 0re ^ohla^-f^ P eo P le °f this Territory! - 

of % duties of ^^^ f»es not come within the 7ov nee o°f 
^■-, the ayes a „d noes were £h t?***** of tL Sf 
JSjfc L °™. NuttJll P lp C e a, S^. a nd Messrs. Baitze , 
r. t'l £v tte affi ™ative;and £ S ne ?' )Robwu and Wright— 
-dX'Ja^^ Sa - b - S fereii '' a »d Messrs A 
solver! it V?- Ue Was adopted. T H In the negative— 
W^ed itedf lnt0 a committee of thiwh n r e then resSv6d il " 

• e Whole, on the substitute. 
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Mr. Byrd in the chair; who reported to the House the original' 
•resolution in Jieu of the substitute— which report was concurred 
in. Mr. Baitzell then moved the substitute as an amendment 
to the original resolution. — Mr. Booth then moved the original- 
resolution and amendment be postponed until the 4th day of 
July next; on this motion the ayes and noes were called, and 
Mr. President, with Messrs. Booth, Byrd, Cooper, Fitzpatrickj 
Hunt, Nuttall, Priest, Robiou, Sanchez, Warren and Wright — 
12 voted in the, affirmative; and Messrs. Baitzell, Love" and 
Pope — 3 in the negative — and the motion prevailed. 

The bill to be entitled "An act to incorporate the Tropical' 
Plant Company of Florida," was referred to a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Wright in the chair, who reported progress and 
■asked leave to sit again on Friday next. 

A bill for the relief of Win. Kerr and was read a second time, 
and committed to a committee of the whole, Mr. Love in the 
chair, who reported the same with amendments — which report 
was concurred in by the House and the bill as amended, order- 
ed to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

A bill for the relief of LorineRumel was read a second time 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
A bill for the relief of William Mims was read a second time 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

A bill to alter the southern boundary line of Jackson county- 
was read a second time and committed to a committee of the 
whole, Mr Sanchez in the chair, who reported the same with- 
out amendments — and the same was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time on Monday next. 

The house then resolved itself into secret session, on certain 
nominations by the acting Governor. 

_ The resolution offered by Mr. Robiou on yesterday, instruct- 
ing the committee on the Judiciary to inquire into the expedi* 
encyof repealing the 7th sec. of the act of 1823, concerning 
lees— was again read and adopted. 

Tlie house then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 
,,, January 12th. 

1 lie house met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum beino- 
pr Al ent ^T he minutes °f yesterday were read. 

Mr WRIGHT, introduced a bill to be entitled, an act to 
amend the several acts, relative to roads and bridges— which 
was read a first time. D 

Mr. NUTTALL, gave notice, that on some future day he 
-would ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to alter 
and amend an act entitled an act, to authorise Hector W Bra- 
den, to make a canal through the natural bridge of the St' 
Marks river, passed 13th Feb. 1831— Also a bill to be entitled, 
an act to alter and amend an act, to incorporate a company to 
feentuled the St. Marks Navigation company, passed TsS 

a-Mpi?V ]S - T ' gave notice ' that on some fu ture day he would,- 
BTnkofPe lntrodUCeabillt0amendanaCtto Corporate the- 

tobSirlPFik P ave I10tice ' lhat n »would on some future day, 
vTmcMuce a bill lor the purpose of creating a stay of executions 

4 
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. summoning of Jurors. ° ltled ' an aCt relative to & 

*£ "Tver's roo^M&fe^ ££ 

JteM that our DeSei: V Ste \^ Uf T : 
by requested to procure the nassio-e nf ,' h . e ls Pre- 

judges of tins ^ritory, t oaCaS;n he rT'i ""^i* th « 
dimes-whicli was referred to a X 1 . d f ellai 'S e ° f their 
Mates. Baltzeil, Hunt and SanS COnUni " >e ' consisting of 

commmee coasistino^f Mes^slfT/ t R T f ^^ t0 a sele ^ 

i^taSiff £? s Sh T r we ? f tMs t -- 

Fiorida, and report to fsHful'Inrwt " *** Bimk of 

^. : ;cted by s ai daUld^rUhrr ratl ° a ' l ° 6X ~> » 
and i? so, what amount: was p -and That t" *"* there ° n ' 

compensation of the comrnis.inn^' ■ ,° P r0VI ''e tor the. 

^tU 6 seatoF¥o™™ffiwhi! t0 W* and 

"affi^r^^^ afirst ■ 

referred the I^lTth 1600 "™," 66 to wil ° m had b <*« 
late Wm. Arg^Lrenorted a IV!? f T ^P^entatives of the 

relief of the S f P ^ d 2 1 tt p t °^ e T tled ' "V ! for tJ >e 
The engrossed b 11 to be nS" ° '7^ r6a , d a first tin >e- 

TJ» «,g,« bill to te exiled, „ ,«, to fcolve „,«, „, f . 
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lia^e contract between Lorine Rumel and John Rumel, was 
'fead a third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to dissolve the marriage contract 
between Elizabeth A. Breadalbane and Donald M. BreadaJLbane 
— was read a second, time and ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time to-morrow. 

The resolution offered by Mr. BYI1D on yesterday, in rela- 
tion to the Auditors report — was read and adopted. 

Mr. BOOTH, by leave of the house, introduced a memorial 
from sundry citizens of Appalachicola, which was.read and re- 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Booth, Nutt- 
all and Baltzell. 

The house then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

■Iancary 13. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being present, 
the minutes of yesterday were read. 

Mr. Priest gave notice that on some future day lie would ask leave 
to introduce a bill to establish a ferry over the Suwannee liver on the 
road leading from Alachua to Gejrgia at Herrington's. 

Mr Baltzell gave notice that on some future day he would introduce 
a bill to alter tbe time of holding the Superior Courts in the county of 
Jackson The same gentleman introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
to constitute a Treasurer for tbe Territory ot Florida, and to amend an 
act to alter the several acts in regard to a Treasurer and Auditor of this 
TerritO'.y, which was read a first time. 

Mr. Warren introduced a bill to be entitled. " \n actto incorp 
the Trustees of J elferson county Academy, which was read a 
(Ttrfe 

Mr. Nuttall introduced tbe following bills: a bill to be entitled, 
act to authorise Hector Vv. Bradet) taj:ut a canal through the Natural 
bridge ofthe St. Marks river; and a bill to be entitled, -An act to a.ler 
and amend an act to incorporate a company to be entitled, the St. 
Marks Navigation Company: — which were severally read the first 
time 

Mr. Robiou introduced a bill to be entitled, "An act giving a hen to 
Mechanics in certain cases; which was read a first time. 

Mr. , arren introduced a' bill to be entitled, The Ross' Spring in A- 
lachua county, which was reada first time. 

Mr. Priest introduced the*r"soIutiovis following; which were several- 
ly read and laid un the table. 

Mcsoised, that the committee on the Judiciary be instructed to report 
a. bill repealing so much ofthe act entitled "An act regulating our cit- 
izens trading with the Indians and for other purposes therein mention- 
ed," as to them shall appear unconstitutional. 

Resoloeil, That the committee on the State ofthe Territory be in- 
structed to enquire into tbe expediency of petitioning Congress to ex- 
tend the pre-emption law, to some further time for the Territoy of 
Florida; and that our Delegate be requested to use his best endeavois 
to accomplish that object. 

Mr. Robiou introduced the resolution following which was read 
and laid on the table. 

Resolved That the Clerks be required to furnish the Printer, Mb. 
copies ofthe minutes ofthe House. • 

tobe\,vi!l S ,i : -''r th , e( J 1,mmiUee0nti;e Judi ciary reported the bill 
nmendn , t 'r /,' "? "St** *$9 introduction of slaves," without 
SlrM f r citation ofthe House-which was 
made the older ot the day for this day— which was suhsenuenilv r-nmS 
nnUed to a Committee ofthe Whole' Mr. W'arTen in ,Tl"air, who 

Wa';agit P dZ eSS aSked leaVe t0Si ' a£ai ° °" TaeSda - V next - w1 '"* 
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The same gentleman from that Committee reported a bill to bo «if- 
titled -An act regulating the mode of suing out writs of en or and pros- 
ecuting appeals in the Court of Appeals of the Territory of Florida- 
w ,<.':-: were read a first time and ordered to a second reading on 
Tuesday next. 

i zp-r.rick from the Select Committee to whom had been re- 
ferred a memorial from sundry citizens of Key-west, reported a bill to 
be eiu.i.edaii act to incorporate the city of Key west, which was read 
a first time. 

Mr Booth from the Committee on the State of the Territory, t» 
whom had been referred so much of the Governor's Message as relates 
to the bouudary line between Georgia and the Territory of Florida, 
With the accompanying documents, made areport, which was read and 
laid on the table; 

On motion of Mr. Fitzpatrick it is ordered that 500 copies ofthe same 
6e printed for t le use ofthe members. 

Air. Fitzpatrick from the Select committee to whom had been refer- 
red the report of the Commissioners oppoin ed to superintend and car* 
ry on the building ofaJail and Cistern at Key west, reported a bill to 
be entitled an act, to amend an act. to provide for building a Jail at 
Key west, which was read a first time. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled. "An act to dissolve the marriage 
contract between Elizabeth A Bredalbane and Donald M. Bred°al 
bane, was road a third time and passed— ordered that the title of the 
act be as aforesaid. 

The bill to be entitled -'An act concerning marriage license wag 
read a third time and committed to a committee ofthe whole. Mr. 
Booth in the Chair, who reported the same with amendments— which 
Teport was concurred in, and the bill as amended, ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time on Monday nezt. ,.«""" 

The bill to be entitled, "An act to incorporate the Key-west Salt 
Company, was read a second tifieand committed to a committee of the-, 
-whole, Mr. Love in the Chair, who reported the same, with the en- 
acting clause stricken out. which report was concurred in. 

The lull to be entitled, "An act to incorporate a Bank in the town of 
Magnolia, was read a second time and committed to a committee of 
the whole. Mr. Fitzpatrick in the chair, who reported progress and 
asked and obtained leave to sit again »n Monday next. 

The bill to be entitled, "An act amendatory of the several acts con- 
cerning the administration ot estates ay] the duties of administrators* 
executors and guaidians. was read a second time and ordered to be rei 
lerred to the committee on the Judiciary. » 

The.prea'mble and resolutions offered by Mr. Byrd.on yesterday 
Vvere-again read and adopted; the Select Commitee consists of Mes- 
srs. Isyrd. Fitzpatrick and Eobiou. 

The hill to be. entitled "An act for the reliefof the heirs of Williani 
" A rgyle deceased, was read a second time; on motion the rules were 
waived, and the same read a third time and passed; ordered that the 
^itle th.i'ieofbe as aforesaid. 

The : bill to be -entitled, "an act to amend the several acts relative ts 
roads and bridges, was read a second time and committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. VV arren in the chair, who reported progress 
and asked and obtained leave to sit again on to-morrow. 
•Hie bill to be entitled, " An art to repeal an act to prevent duelling 
was read second time, and committed to a committee of the whole 
Mr. Byrd in the chair, who reported progress, and asked and obtained 
leave to sit again on Monday next. , 

The House then adjournedtill to-morrow ten o'clock. 

January 14. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being 
present, the minutes of yesterday were read. 
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der of the day for ^fHMi ent ; t!eQ , an act to incor- 
^SSsieS^^K-^hwa.read, 
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second reading on Saturday next. m hlch we „e 

M.. PRIEST, 'produced the foowmg mu 
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Wednesday next: nll <horise W. Clements to es* 

A bill to be entitled, an act to autnonse w 
tabiish a ferry on the Suwannee ™ ; tmd ^ 

A bill to be entitled, an act to authorise k~ n- « 
establish a ferry on the Suwannee !™*- WiUiam Hall of 

Mr BOOTH, presented a petition irom w in wi u 
.Washington county ; which was read and referred to the com- 

™ Mr! FITZPATRICK, introduced the resolution following, 
which was read and adopted : .• „, aWrtow, 

Resolved, That the committee on the state ot the imi uy, 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency f J« ^ r*xt 
Session of the Legislative Council at the city of St. A«^ 
o'Xwhere-and that they have leave to report by Ml ot oui- 

01 mT'L0VE, from the committee on claims, to whom had 
been referred the petition of Samuel Cosby reported a bill to 
be entMed, an act P for the relief of Samuel C^by-wh.ch w|s 
read and ordered to be referred to the committee on the Judi 
ciary, with the accompanying documents. 

Mr. BOOTH, from the select committee t to whom had been 
referred the memorial of sundry citizens of Appalach cola, re- 
ported by a bill to be entitled, an act to organize and form a 
W county in this Territory-which was read a first time and 
ordered to'a second reading on Thursday next. 

The resolution offered by Mr. ROBIOU on yesterday, re- 
quiring copies of the minutes to be furnished the Printer, was 
-read and adopted. 

The resolution offered bv Mr. PRIEST on yesterday, in- 
structing the enmmimee on the Judiciary, to report a bill re- 
pealing certain parts of an act, eiititled, an act regulating our 
citizens trading with the Indians, &c— was read and adopted. 

The engrossed hill to be entitled, an act to alter the Southern 
Boundarvdineof Jackson County; was read a third time and 
passes-ordered that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

The bill to be entitled, an act to provide for the compensation 
■of the commissioners appointed to examine and locate the seat- 
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Iterine/' which was read a first time and ordered to a secorii; 
reading on Wednesday next. 

Mr. President presented a communication from E. L. Drake- 
Esqr. stating his possession of certain monies belonging to tue 
Territory, which being read, Mr. Booth introduced the resolu- 
■foliowing which was read and adopted. 

Resolved, That the Comnhtttee on Finance be authorised 
and instructed, to receive of Edward L. Drake, scch monies as 
he may have in his possession, belonging to the Treasury vf 
this Territory, and that they be authorised to receipt for the 
eame. 

The PRESIDENT presented a letter from William John- 
son, which was read and ordered to be transferred to the Ex- 
ecutive department. 

The engrossed bill to beautified "An act to amend the act 
entitled an act concerning Marriage License," was read a 3d 
time and passed — ordered tbatthe title be as aforesaid. 

The Engrossed bill to be entitled "An act to amend an act to 
provide for the building a Jail at Key-West," was read a tiiird 
time and passed — Ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 
■ The house again resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the further consideration of the bill to be entitled, 
"An act to incorporate a Bank in the Town of Magnolia" Mr. 
Eit.'.patrick in the chair; who reported the same with amend- 
Biendinents, which report was referred, and the rules of the 
Council waived, and the bill as amended, read a third time and 
passed — Ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The house in Committee of the whole, Mr. Byrdin the chair, 
resumed the further consideration of the bill to be entitied, "An 
act to repeal an act to prevent duelling," who reported the 
same without amendments, and the same was ordered to been- ' 
gi-ossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

The report and resolutions offered by Mr. Booth on the 13th, 
from the committee on the State of the* Territory, were read a- 
gain and adopted. 

The bill to be entitled, "An act to incorporate the city of 
Key- West, was read a sJd time and ordered to be engrossed and 
-read a third time on Monday next. 

The bill to be entitled, "An act to incorporate the Ross 
Spring in Alachua county and to establish a ferry on the Suwan- 
nee, was read a sccorifl time and ordered to be* engrossed and 
read a 3rd time on Thursday next. 

_ The House then resolved itself into secret session on Execu- 
tive nominations. 

The following persons were nominated by the Executive to 
to theollu-, s named: which were concurred' in by the Council 

I bomas M; Bradford, Justice of the Peace, for Leon County, 
vice L. A. IhompsoB, resigned. 

JTlHjnnw Brown, William Hall, and Richard Parish, Trus- 

I CKsnool lands for Leon county, one of the former trus- 

»a\iug deceased, another resigned and the other refusing 

«£?'" A y*.-! 5 *' m '' 11 ' ,0 be Quarter Master General of the 
BuUtra of t onda, v,ce C. Br naugh deceased. 
jfliarles Austin, to be Notary Public for Leon County, Ely- 
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J™, and Julius Pescay, to be Auctioneers for % 

house" &e„ adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 
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E- L. Drake, Esqr cemin mol leduty of "living from 
the Territory, reported d Vuh2 ^^ D - gt0 the ^easury of 
dollars 99 cents, including let £ had , r f l ceiv f 1 from him 429 
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'Natural bridge of the St. Marks river," was read a 3d time and 
passed. 

Ordered thatthe title be as aforesaid. 
' | The' house iu Committee of the Whole, Mr. Warren in the 
Chair, resumed the farther consideration of the bill, to be enti- 
tled "An act relative to the introduction of slaves," tae commit- 
tee reported progress and asked and obtained leave to sit a- 
gaiii. 

Tne resolution ottered by Mr. Priest on the 13th, relative 
to an extension of tire pre-emption law, was again read and a- 
dopted. 

The bill to be entitled, "An act giving a lien to mechanics in 
certain cases," was read a second time and committed u; a 
coimuiitee of trie whole, Mr. Love in toe chair, who repdrted 
the bill with amendments, ana* tne same was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time on Saturday next. 

The biil to be entitled, "An act to incorporate the Trustees 
of Jefferson Academy,'" was read a 2d time and ordered to be 
engrossed nd read a third time to-morrow. 

ine bill to be entitled "An act to alter and amend the char- 
ter of tae Bank of Pensacola," was read a 2d time and eomroit- 
• ted to a committee of the whole; Mr. Byrd from that coiuniit- 
tee, reported the biil with amendments; which report was cou- 
Ciu j-ed in, and the same ordered to be engrossed and read a 3rd 
time to-morrow. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Hunt in relation to tlu ad- 
journment of the Council on the 31st hist, was read and rejec- 
ted; on the motion to postpone the consideration otthe. same 'un- 
til the ISth of February, Mr. President, Messrs. Booth. Cooper^ 
Fit/.patrfek, Loye, Nuitall, Pope, Brlesf, and Warren— -niae'N - 
ting in the a&mative, and Messrs. Byrd, Hunt, Jones, Rob'ioU, 

an.l "'.Vright — 5 in the negative. 

'/'lie riSolution ohhred by Mr. Jones on yesterday relating to 
the improvement of the Oclockuee rivei , Was again read and a- 
dopled. ° 

2'iie President presented a communication from the Acting 
Governor, with one from Col. John G. Gamble on the subject of 
ition, which with the accoinpanvinor (i^cuments was refe-- 
od to thi t imtoittee on Schools and Colleges 

Mr .Wright from the committee on tifjuOiciary renorted a 
bdl to be entitled, «Anaot relaung to crimes and' misdemean- • 
; '■ w*b read a 1st time-ordered 100 copies of the 
same be pnnted. ' e 

^Committee on enrolled bills reported the 

K™a Ct Eps v t S fc,^ e mmh ^ Ci,llto ct between Wm. 
j^;; 1 ;; I ; >rthe relief oi - Wm.' Mims." 

lli mcl mid John Hum.lh" And ^ Cuutract hetwceu Loring 
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} *An ac^to provide for laying out the School Lands in this "Terri- 
tory. * 

Mr. BALTZELL introduced the following resolution, and the 
preamble and resolution following, which, were severally read and 
adopted. 

Resolved, that our Delegate in Congress, be and he is hereby K> 
attested to procure the passage of a law, giving power to the Legisla- 
tive Councd to fix the time of holding the Superior Courts in ail the 
V-ounties of this Territory." 

Resolved further, that a copy of this resolution be immediately for- 
warded to him. 17 

'Vv hereas the present Legislative Council, with a view of encoura- 
ging the cultivation of useful foreign and. tropical plants, has pasted a 
few incorporating the Tropical Company of Florida," and whereas it 
it is believed that a grant of land by Congress some where ffti the 
Southern part of the peninsula of Florida, "would be greatly -■ " '■'• 
cive to the public good, promote the views of said Corap'ai 
might be made, without detriment to public interest. 

fie it therefore ordered, That our Delegate in Congress, be and he 
is hereby requested to use his endeavors to procure the passage of a: 
law, making such grant to the said company, for the objects aforesaid 
as may best eorhport with the pubiic"gt>ud. 

Resolvedfurther, that a copy of this preamble and resolution beifa- 
jnediateiy forwarded to him." 

Mr. ROBIOU introduced the following resolution, which was laid 
on the table. 

„ Resolved, that the committee on the Judiciary be instructed to en- 
quire into the expediency of amending the law of descents, so as to' 
entitle the heirs of aliens to inherit." 

Mr. WRIGHT from the committee on the Judiciary reported with- 
out amendment, the bill to be entitled "An act for the relief of Sam- 
uel Cosby, and the same was read a Id time and made the order of 
the day for Friday next. 

He also reported that the committee had had under consideration 
tije petition of D. S. Gardinei and others, and begged to be dischar- 
ged from the further consideration of the subject which was agreed 
to. J ■ a . 

The enrolled bill to be entitled, "An act to incorporate the Trus- 
tees of Jefferson County Academy. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the Ross's 
fcpnng m Alachua county, and to establish a ferry on Suwannee— 
and the engrossed bill to be entitled, an act to ate, and amend the 
^"passed k ° f Pe » sa °ol a -^ere severally read a third, time 

Ordered that the titles be as aforesaid. 

The house in committee of the whole, Mr. Love in the chair re- 
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Mr. WRIGHT from the committee on the Judiciary, reported a 
bill to be entitled, an act to prohibit our citizens trading with the In- 
dians, and for oilier purposes — which was read a first time and or- 
dered to a second reading on Tuesday next. 

He also reported with amendments, a bill to be entitled, an act to 
amend an act. concerning patrols, which was ordered to a second read- 
ing on Saturday next. 

He also reported amended, a bill to he entitled, an act regulating 
the mode of suing out writs of Error, and prosecuting appeals in the 
Court of Appeals of the Territory af Florida — which was made the 
order of the day tor Tuesday next. 

Mr. BOOTH from the select committee, to whom had been refer- 
red the bill to incorporate the St. Andrews and Chipola Canal Com- 
pany, reported the same without amendments, which was concurred 
in, and the same, was made the order of the day for Tuesday next. 

Mr. IjiTLD from the committee on enrolled bills, reported correct- 
ly .enrolled; an act, So alter the Southern boundary line of Jackson 
county, and an act tor the relief of the heirs of Wm. Argyle. 

The house in committee of the whole, Mr. Love in the chair, re- 
f .limed the consideration of the bill, to constitute a Treasurer for the 
Territory of Florida, and to amend and alter the several acts in re- 
gard to a Treasurer and Auditor of this Territory. The committee 
reported the bill with amendments, which was not concurred in by 
the nous . M ssrs. Baltzell, Cooper, Jones, Love, Pries,., Pope, Ro- 
biou and Wirred* eight voting in the affirmative, and Mr. President 
Mes 8. Booth, Byrd, Fitzpatrick, Hunt, Nuttall, Sanchez and 
Wris height m the negative. . : 

The bill W as then am nded and ordered to be en»rossed and read 
a third time on Saturday ii x;. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. Fitzt- 



m 

fmlrick in the chair, or. the bill to. organize andjfcrm a new county m 
thrsiermory, who reported the bill with amendments, which WS 
SsSlurd" ' e Same ° r t0bC en S rossed and read a && 

*S?n} ? fc /? nt , ;t * ed > a "act to alter the time of holding the Su~ 
U e Z?Tlf /a , cks '«;, w ^ ^ad a second ume and ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time on Tuesday next. 
v 4 he tell to be entitled, an act to authorise the administrator, of 

r^^«;^; i r fia?l ' e f Ce , aSed 1 ' t0 , di8 P° se 0l his reaI estate-was- 
read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time 
v.u jyioiiuay iicjct. 

The Dill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the Trustees of Quiney 
Academy, was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed and 
reaa a tajxa time on Monday next. 

*«.f Ue ™£ rossed Vi } 1 tohe entitled, an act to provide for the compen- 
sation o. t ; ie commissioners appointed to determine and select a site 
101 tne.seatoiuovernmeat; was read a third time and passed. Mr' 
President and ^ essrs, Baltzell, Booth, Cooper, Fitzoatrick, Fun 
M n ^^Y mSl ™^> ^^ngindie affirmatiC^ 
fl:;l;,"v;' oT' K , 0b l ICU '? ancllez ' War! ^ n a "d Wright; sixiii 

nl S ?-n i ° rdersd that tke title be as aforesaid, 
toroadsa ri°H.t, enti;! ? d ' an , aCtt ° ameRd ^Several acts, relative 
whnl 7- " a g T ' !erelofore committed to a committee of the 
T 8 hi! 1 -""f 6r *& rElen ' ed t0 the om»»i«M •» the Judiciary, 
urovit-^-i 0beenUt!ed ' an act to repeal an aet entitled, an act to 
provi, a for laying out the school lands in this Territory • v. as read 1 
second time and referred to the committee on schools Jd'coClT 
fon to ft^r-V- ? 1 ? d ,° n >', esterda y ^7 Mr- SANCHEZ, ,n rela- 
Tbe ™I& T*® 1 * J'! 6 8 !* 001 lands i "as read and adopted. • 

to thela vt c™k redby i Mr -, R0E10U ° n Y™^Y, » **P* 
th 1 discents, was read and adopted. 

J- he Council then adjourned until to-mcrrow ten o'clock. 

rru„ i January, 20. 

iWnr .T Se m P Ul 'f ant t0 adjourument arid a quorum being 
P Z V ™-S"? Utes of y ester <iay were read. 

inilhpT ■i in * troduced a billt0 be entitled > a " aot conoern- 
5£ « ? X f lectors a«d treasurers of this Territory— which 

day next" ""t* ^ ° rdered l ° a Second readi «S ™ Mon- 

Mr. NUTTALL presented the petition of Mrs. E. W. A- 
• ■ ; W c'?i was read and referred to a select committee con- 
sisting ol Messrs. Nuttall, Byrd and Booth. COnumtUJe ' Cun 
. 1 lie bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Samuel Cros- 
oy was made the order of "the day for Tuesday next. 
vuttf. °e entitled, an act relative to the introduction of 

Tl ', ?? T de th f ° rder of the da y for Wednesday next, 
thpi ee 1 n ^ led ' anacUore P eal an a ct incorpwatmg 

TJn T, m S 5 ld ? lrecto ^ Pf ^e Literary Fund ; was read t 

IKfWeatSy. t0 ^ C ° mmitted t0 a COmmiUee ° f tte 
^J? 16 ^ 680 '^ 0110 ^^ by Mr. BOOTH on yisterday, relat- 
ng to the act authorising the citizens of Arkansas and Florida, 
to elect their ofheers, &c. ; was adopted. Mr. Priest & Messrs! 
Booth, Byrd , Fitzpa trick, Hunt, Nuttall, Robiou and Wrio-ht ; 
etgat yotmg for; ana Messrs. Cooper, Jones.. Pope, Priest a# ' 



^feUSSSS^ NUTTALL offered yesterday, in re 
4ation to pedlars, was adopted. . 

Mr. WRIGHT'S resolution offered yesterday, relating to 
the slaves of .non-residents, was ;,dop'ed. _ 

Mr JQNE'S resolution introduced yesterony, in relation to 
the repair of the road from Tallahassee to Pensacota, was a- 

%he President presented a communication from the acting 
Governor, requesting to be furnished with certain evidence up- . 
on winch several acts had been passed; which was read and 

laid on the table. w n n , 1,1 ™w,.'t. 

The President presented a letter from E. B. Gould, which. 

was read and referred to the committee on the state ol the ler- 

nt rle bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of William Hall.; 
which had been made the order of the day for Priesday next 
was on motion called up, and committed to a committee o. the 
whole, Mr. Warren m the chair, who reported the bnl with a- 
mendments; which was concurred in, and the same ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time on Monday next. 

Mr'Bi'RD from the committee on Enrolled bills, reported 
correctly enrolled: . . ., TO T! , 

An act to alter and amend an act, authorising K. W. Bradeffl, 
to make a canal through the natural bridge of the bt. Marks- 
river. 

An act to alter and amend an act, to incorporate a company 
to be entitled, the St. Mark's Navigation Company. 

An act to incorporate the tropical, plant company ol IMor- 

ida. 

An act to amend an act entitled, an act concerning marriage 

license. ' 

An act to provide for building a Jail at Key W T est. 
An act to alter and amend the charter of the Bank oi i en- 
sacola. ■. ' 

An act to repeal an act, to prevent duelling, and 
An act to establish a ferry over the Suwannee river. 
The motion that this house adjourn until Monday next, tea. 
o'clock, was agreed to: Messrs. Byrd, Cooper, * iffipa trick, 
Jones, Love, Nuttall, Priest, Robiou and Warren ; nine voting 
for; and Messrs. Booth, Hunt, Pope and Wright ; four against 

it. , 

The house then adjourned until Monday next, ten o clock. 

Monday, Jan. 23, 1832. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being 
present — 

Mr. BALTZELL gave notice, that on to-morrow he would 
introduce a bill to repeal the act providing for the payment of 
Executive postage. 

He also presented the petition of many citizens of Jackson 
county, praying a division of said county — which was read 
and referred to the select committee raised on a former day, to 
which a similar petition had been referred. 
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Mr. WARREN presented a petition from Samuel Kingsfe 

sis z rrsSf sSi^sr s™ 

low. Ufi, winch was read and adopted: . 

W fereas, it is understood teat the Semmole Indians are ma 
■laterf 'reat wan, witmn then boundary, msom^u a teey 
have lately qmtted'tne limit, assigned ^ W^^K™ 
bers, and are roaming at idia. 



Tmrefore resolved, 



Tiiat tne Acting Gove 



raor be reque 



ited 



to fu n4 to tins house such mtbrmaaOB^ he ir^y ^e jMms 
power to communicate, snewmg tie means of ^^ ^ 
tne present comhlmum general, of t,.e Indian, locked within 

11 M* bS'zELL introduced tne following ^solution, whicK 

Wi S;S"-e Lung Governor, be requested to furnish 
ffiis house ail tie ^formation be possesses, relative to tne post- 

*5£ ^fe C n:™ced ^following resolution, which 

W B^X^atlecc committee be appointed to Report to 
the Gouucu, such alterations as they may deem u~iyu M 
acireo-usatinu- tne fee's of Officers ot tins I ermory. Messrs. . 
Wr ^LB/rd, FVzpatrick and Baltzeli, were appointed. 

T°e Engrossed bills, to be entitled, an act to incorporate the 
citv of Key West was recommitted to a committee ot me wno a 
M . VSen in tee chair, who reported tee same with amend, 
m"nts wUicn report was concurred m— the rules oi tne aouse- 
we w^edanLhebdi as amended, read a third time and 
passed. Ordered that the titie be as aforesaid. 
P The engrossed bill to be entitled, an act giving ata'M- 
chamcs m certain cases, was read a third tune and °^ered £ 
be recommitted to a committee of the whole, on Wednesday, 

^The bngrossed bill to be entitled, an act to amend and alter 
the several acts in regard to a Treasurer and Auditor oi tins 
Territoi jfc-was reacfa third time and postponed tor turther con- 
side: ihdj mKilTtmrsday next. 

Tne but to be entitled, an act to amend an act concerning 
TOtro ls-was ordered to a second reading on W ednesday next. , 
P The engrossed bii, to organise and lorm a new county m 
this Tevrih,ry-was ordere| to be read a third time on x hurs- 

da ^he%o S sed bill to be entitled, an act to incqg | ate lie 
Trustees v?f ^incy Academy-was ordered to be read a tmrd 

ti ^ea^itf^'beentited, an act for tee relief of Wm. . 
Hal-was ordered to bs'read a third time on 1 tared ay next., | 
' The engrossed bdi io be entitled, an act to authorise the afr 
mimsim^ of Doci. J. G. f e.i 3 ue dec'd, to depose of his 
Mai" estate-was recommitted to a committee, of the wnole, 
* . - 1 
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61 tne w 
irted the bill with amend 



as 
Oie, 



■«3Phe engrossed bill to be entitled, an aet to authorise the ad- 
mmisti-atoM of Ooct, J. G. Teague deed., to dispose 
real estate— was recommitted to a committee 
Mr. Byrd in tne cuair, who re. 

tta -eport was concurred in and tiie bill passed as amended— 
read a third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as 

aforesaid. , „ <• 

Tne bill concerning the Tax Collectors and Treasurers of 

this Territory— was ordered to a second reading on Thursday 

Tiie bill to he entitled, an act concerning usury, was ordeied 
ft be read a second time on Thursday next. 

The bili to establish the rates of = pilotage lor tne Bar • oi Ht» 
Johns and Nassau rivers, was made tne order ot the day lor 
Wednesday next. • t , 

Tne co'mmuniea lions from the Acting Governor, presented 
en tiie 20tb inst. requesting to be furnished with the Documents 
and evidences upon which certain bills were founded— was a- 
gain read. Ordered that the clerk i iform the Acting Governor, 
thai tiie house declined a compliance with the request 

Mr. FirZeAfiilCK introduced the following resolution, 
Which -vas read and adopted. ' , 

' Resolved, That one bundled copies of the reports made by 
the commissioners appointed to select a site, tor the seat ol uov- 
ernraent, be printed for the use of the members under the sti- 
pend tendance of the chairman of the committee, on the state 
»f the Territory. ... 

Tiie PRESIDENT presented the following communication, 

§-om the Acting Governor. ™„^ ™t-,,™ ^ • 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ) 
Jan. 2S, 1&S2. $ 

SIR :— I have approved and signed the following bills passed 
fcy tiie Council ; and they have been filed in the Secretarys ofr- 
ice, viz : 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Argyle. 

An act to incorporate the tropical plant company ol t lor. 
Ma. 

An act to amend the act entitled, an act concerning marriage 

Jicen.se. 

An act to alter and amend the charter of the Bank ol Fensa- 

I notice one or two errors in the enrolment of the 3d act, 
which I return for correction. 

Yours Respectfully, 
JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 
Hon. A. Bellamy, 
President of tne Council. . 

The act to amend the act entitled, an act concerning marriage' 
license, was recommitted and amended. 

Tne house then adjourned until to morrow 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday; 24th. 
The house met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being 
■present, tne minutes of yesterday were read. 
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Mr. WARREN introduced a bill to be entitled, an aet t« 
establish the boundary line between Leon and Jefferson coun- 
ties, which was read a first time. 

Mr. PRIEST gave notice, that on some future day, he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to repeal an- 
act entitled, an act establishing a ferry over the river Suwan- 
nee, approved 28th Nov. 1831— also, 

A bill to be entitled, an act concerning soldiers and seamen*, 
jjr the service of the United States. 

Mr. BYRD gave notice, that on some future day, he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate' 
a Bank in Tallahassee. 

Mr. WARREN presented the petition of Elizabeth Upte-' 
grove, praying to be divorced from her husband Green Upte 1 -' 
grove, which was read and referred to the select committee rais-' 
ed on yesterday on a similar petition. 

He also presented the petition of Catharine Wiles, praying- 
to be divorced from her husband John Kerr, of which the same 
disposition was made. 

Mr. BYRD presented the petition of Benjamin Fish, pray- 
ing to be released irom the payment of the tax on retailers of 
spiritous liquors, which was read and referred to the committee 
on claims. 

He also presented a petition of many citizens of Middle Flor- 
ida, praying for the charter of a Bank^in the city of Tallahasi- 
see, which was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. BALTZELL presented a r.eport from the select com- 
mittee, to whom had been referred the resolution requiring the 
Judges of the Superior Court to alternate in their respective 
districts ; which was read and laid on the table* 

Mr. BYRD from the select committee, to whom had been 
referred the petition of Mrs. E. W. Adair, reported a bill to be 
entitled, an act to authorise the sale of the real estate of Alex- 
ander Adair, dee'd.: which was read a first time. 

He also reported from the select committee, to whom hail 
been referred the petition of Lemuel M. Turner— a bill to be 
entitled, an act for the relief of Lemuel M: Turner ; which was 
Bead a first time. • 

He also repotted abi'l to be entitled, an act for the relief oi 
Mary Rhymes, from the select committee to whom had been, 
referred her petition. 

Mr. BYRD from the committee to whom had been referred 
the examination of the Bank of Florida, made a report, which 
was laid on the table. 

The further consideration of the bill to be entitled, an act for 
the relief of Samuel Crosby, was postponed until a further 
day. 

The bill ta be entitled, an act to provide for holding the next 
session of the Legislative Council, in the city of St. Augustine, 
was made the order of the day for Thursday next. 

'The bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate a company, to be 
sailed the St. Andrews and Chipola Canal Company, wasor- 
feed to a 6eson4 reading <n\ Thursday nex^ 



-The Bill to be entitled, an act regulating the mode of suu>£ 
®ut writs of Error and prossecuting appeals, in the Court oT 
appeals of the Territory of Florida, was committed to a Com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Robiou in the Chair, who reported 
progress, and asked and obtained leave to sit again. 

The engrossed Bill to be entitled, an act to alter the time of. 
holding the superior Court in Jackson County, was ordered to 
be committed to s Committee of the whole tomorrow. 

The Bill to be entitled, an act to prohibit our citizens from 

trading with the Indians and for'other purposes, was committed 

to a Committee of the whole, Mr. Baltzel in the Chair, who re- 

• ported the same without amendments the report was concurred 

in, and the Bill ordered to be recommitted tomorrow. 

The President presented the following Communication fron* 
the acting Governor which was laid on the table. 

FXECUTIYE OFFICE. > 
; JANUARY 24th 1832. $ * 

Sii-f— The following Bills passed bv the Council have been ap* 
proved and signed by me, and filed in the' Secretary's office 

An act to alter and amend an act to incorporate a company 
to be entitled, the St. Marks Navigation Company. 

An act to alter and amend an act, authorising H. W. Braden 
to make a canal through the natural bridge of the St. Marks 
river. 

An act to establish a ferry over the Suwannee river. 

Very respectfully, &c. 

, T , „ JAMES D. WES rCO'FTJrv 

£ion. A. Bellamy, 

President of the Council. 
., M f - BYRD from the committee on enrolled bills, reported 
the following correctly enrolled : ' 

An act to incorporate the#oss's Spring, in Alachua county* 
and to establish a ferry on the Suwannee? • 

An act to incorporate a bank in the town of Magnolia 
An act to establish a ferry over the Suwannee river. 
cfldem 3 ° mC ° rp0rate tlle Trust ees °f Jefferson County A- 
u^Sa&j? provid . e forthe compensation of the commissioners 
rf!Govwnmen1f mine eeCtaSite for the P ei — nt seat 

The house then adjourned until to morrow ten o'clock. 
m, , Weunesdat, 25th. 

b~ T S ™ P ure JJ ant t0 adjournment and a quorum bein^ 
*^\&Kr5SS? ° f yesterday were read. 

Mr WARREN gave notice, that on some future dav he 
would ask leave to introduce the following bills- J ' 

, A hi to incorporate the town of Jacksonville. 

frea S urer PTO UWg C ° Unty ofarefom being appointed county 
m-.WVB gave aotieej that ms*m ftttffeiay, he would 
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Sil leave to prepare and report a bill to be entitled,, an act W 
n'fcpVrd fiie rx.ilitia laws of &a.Te'rritory; '• ■■- '•' 

' Mr" COOPER, gave nonce, that on some future day, he 
wo.fd fffeav-e to Introduce a bill to be entitled, an act to amend 
SSd,« act to preventive future ^TsVw 
:Lo- oes ormulattoes to this Territory ; approved Jan. 3 KJ7. 
TWLove introduced a bill to be entitled, an act to mco M o- 
t-,1 e r-Vnmtssioners for Shell Point; which was -read a first time. 
13 m" BYUD^itroduced a bill to be entitled, an act «> mcor- 
borate a bank in the city of Tallahassee, winch was read a first 

til M- LOVE presented a petition from Rebecca Pierce, pray*, 
ing £be divorced from her husband John Pierce winch wa* 
tJLi ,» 1 referred to the select committee on divoiceo. 
re *!BSp«rthe petition of J^^Ki 
»: to be paid the balance of an account, which was read and. 

referred to the committee on claims. „ . 

Mr PRIEST presented petitions from many citizens o. A-, 

8t; T^^iSrI:ented a memorial from many citizens of 
LeT,c.S>h P tingto the boundary line between it and Jet- 
ferson countv, which was read and laid on the table. , 

m \m& introduced the resolution following, whtca 

•• ^Rm'tSS committee on tlie Judiciary, be instruct- 
ed^eS-e into a„d report the expediency of passing some 
law to Sri e the holding to bail absconding debtors, and al- 
ec Tthe issuing of toe writ of Capias ad satisfaciendum. 
Mr WARREN made the following report: 
T,; select committee to whom was referred the petition o? 
Samuel Kindly, Elizabeth Uptegrove and Catharine Vviles--- 
haA f'ttkeS them separately into due- consideration and find- 
.&£t cause for Ranting their petitions, beg leave to be 
d re< i .'ied from any further consideration thereof. 

M> foPE trom the select committee, to whon. had been re- 
feStbepettiohsof many ciu.ensof Jackson ^>VW}** 
a bill t be entitled, an act to organise a county .to be called the 
co 'tv of Fayette; which was read a first time and ordered to a, 

"^^^""^^onenroUedbms.reportedco^ 

}y ln r acUo : authori S e the administrator, of Dr. J. G. Teague dee'd. 
to dispose of his real estate. r, m vide for the compen'l 

The Aeting O^^'^^.^^^S^Sa, a sit- r* 
.safcpof th/co^issianersappo^ted o examine an ■ 

the permanent seat of Government, with the tonowng 

tion — 
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EXECUTIVE OFFJCE : J 

entitled. 'An act t» 



Tallahassee, Js 
SIR: I herewUh return .orteCouW^ 'ill ^ 

nmvile for the compensation oPlhe Commia i '• . n „ 

Srtfli a ,, i .elect a site for the permanent sent of gove, umei.t I .a 
smi.i^ | uw™«"' , I t ^ session aiu iimting- 

g^^iSSS&tff^^ ^ three dollar, per day; 




'■♦nS provides' that the-number of day's shall not exceed' thirty. Tbef# 
can be no difficulty in the settlement of their accounts under that law. ^ 
Wheft thevare sresnnl idtothe Auditor he wiii audit them as -rdotbef 
simi ".n 'accounts are audited, requiring the Commissioners to satisfy 
him officially, a* to ihe time they were respectively employed, tor 
fr'hich purpose I presume die certificates of the Commissioners them- 
selves Would be sufficient. I cannot therefore see the necessity or the 
law It is| it appears to me a departure from the regular routine ->l bu- 
siness which it-is important to the correct transaction of public affairs 
should he pu sued in such cases. If the amount allowed by the Audi- 
tor under the law is not a fair and just compensation, the persons ag- 
grieved can then properly apply to the Legislature tor relief, and it will 
then he a question whether knowing at ihe time of tneir acceptance ot 
the highest Hmimotthat would he allowed them under any Circumstan- 
ces they can justly claim any greater sum. Such claims 1 do not hesi- 
tate to say I could not sanction unless circumstances ot much sti-m- 
aer character were adduced in support ofthem than thoae which I un- 
ferstaii'd exist in this case Laws of the character ot the act ot lastses- 
■ion fixing the compensation of these commissioners should he strictly 
adhered to. If they are thus disregarded the consequence will be hot, 
only an abundance of such claims every session, great looseness and 
nne- rtaintv in the public business— but the laws themselves will soon 
cease to hold that character for stability and permanency, and to ensure 
that respect and confidence they should always command. 

But it also appears to methatifsuch claims should be.favored m» 
card tii the amounts allowed to the respective Commissioners this bill is 
manifestly inequitable The data from which thisopnuon i« u«.ve§ 
is found in the report of the commissioners, and from these it appears to- 
me that Judge Gould the Commissioner from bast Florida, whether 
the time uctualiy employed, the different sections of the country exam- 
ined, orthe actual expenses and trouble incurred in the performance ot 
his duty as Commissioner is considered, should not, have less than any 

of his colleagues. 

I am respectfully, your obt. serv f 
(Signed) JAMES D. WESTCOTT, JR. I 

Hon. V Bellamy, 

Presidentof the Legislative Council • 

The act was reconsidered anu rejected ; Messrs. t ltzpitnci, 
Hunt and Warren, voting for ; and. Mr. President and Messrs. Bait- 
sell, Byrd, Cooper, Love, Pope, Priest Robiou, Sanchez and Wright, 
ten against it. .-..-- 

The Acting Governor informed the house that lie had approved 
and signed, the act to incorporate the Trustees of Jefferson Acade- 
my—and that he returned for amendment, an actio establish a ferry 
over the Suwannee river — the act was reconsidered and the title there- 
of ordered to be, an act to authorise vV. Clements to establish a ferry 
over the Suwannee river, which the acting Governor subsequently ■ 
approved and signed. • ... 

The bill for the relief of Mary Rhymes, was indefinitely postpon- 
ed. ' 

•The further consideration of the bill for the relief of Lemuel M. 
Turner, was indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to be entitled, an act to authorise the sale of the real es- 
tate of Alexander Adair, dee'd. was committed to, a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Cooper ir. the chair, who reported progress, and ask- 
ed and obtained leave to sit again on Monday. 

The bill to be entitled, an act to repeal an act entitled, an act. to 
incorporate the. President and Directors of the Literary fund, ap- 

S roved iNov. %%, ]£$;, — was committed to a committee of the whole, 
Er. Byrd is the chair, who reported the bill with»amendments, whie' 
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iSpoft Was concurred la. Ordered' that [lie title thereof he, aa act J* 
repeal an act concerning the literary fund, and that the bill as amend- 
b<3, be engrossed and read a third time to morrow; 

The bill to be entitled, an act to prohibit our citizens from trading 

with the Indians, and for other purqoses, was recommitted to a coni- 

mittec of the whole, Mr. Robiou in thc.chair, who reported the same 

| with amendments, the report was Concurred in, and the bill ordered to 

' be engrossed and read a third time to morrow. 

The enrolled bill entitled, an act to provide for ■ the building of a 
jail at Key W est, was reconsidered and committed to a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Pope in the chair, who reported the same with amend r 
rnents, which report was concurred in, and the bill ordered to be cm- 
grossed and read a third time to morrow. 

The bill to establish the rates of Pilotage for the bar of St.Johri's 
and Nassau rivers, was read a second time, Mr. Cooper offered a 
substitute which was accepted and submitted to a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Hunt in the chair, who, reported the same with amend- 
ments, the report was concurred in and the bill ordered to be engross- 
ed and read a third time to morrow. ■ . _ 

The house in committee of the whole, Mr. Robiou in the chair, 
moved the further consideration of the bill to be entitled, an act regu- 
lating the mode of suing out writs of error, and prosecuting appeals 
in the Court of Appeals of the Territory of Florida— the bill was. 
reported with amendments, which was concurred in, and the same or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time to morrow. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, an act giving a lien to mechanics- 
■uncertain cases, was committed to a committee, of the whole, Mr. _ 
Warren in the chair, who reported the same with the enacting clause; 
stricken out — The report was concurred in. 

The house then adjourned until to morrow ten o'clock. 

Thursday 2St!i. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being presi 
Slit, the minutes of yesterday were read. 

Mr. PRIEST introduced a bill to be entitled, an act concerning 
soldiers and seamen, which was read a first time. , 

Mr. WARREN introduced a bill to be entitled, an act to provide 
for the collection of judgments against free negroes and other persons 
therein named, which was read a first time and ordered to a second, 
reading on Saturday next. 

'Mr/NUTTALL presented the petition of Allen W. Coleman, 
praying compensation for medicines and attendance given certain 
prisoners, which was read and referred to a select committee, consist* 
ing of Messrs. Nuttall, Byrd and Jones. 

Sir. BYRD presented the petition of Wrff. Miilhwd and others, 
praying additional compensation for their services as engrossing and 
enrolling clerks in 1829, which was read and referred to the commit- 
tee on claims. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Fitzpatrick— read and 
laid on the table. 

- Resolved, That the committee on Finance, be allowed to employ a, 
clerk for the balance of the present session of the Council, and that 
said clerk be allowed a reasonable compensation for the services ha 
may perform 

Mr. PRIEST presented the preamble and resolution following— 
■which were read and laid on the tabic : 

WHEREAS representations having been made to this body, that 
the exposed condition of the inhabitants resident on or near the fron- 
tiers of the district of country, occupied by the Seminole nation of 
Indians, calls loudly for the presence of an armed- force, at some sta- 
tion convenient for their protection in casa of danger, from the In- 
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iSians or great number of negroes (slave orfree,) collected within their 
limits— a measure considered necessary to the security and prosperity 
Of one of the most valuable portions of our Territory. And where- 
us the two companies of the United States? Troops stationed at' Tara- 
jm'Bay, are 120 or 30 miles from the northern boundary of the Indian 
Deserve, and communication with them is entirely through the Indi- 
an country : 

Be it therefore resolved by the Governor and Legislative Council of the, 
Territory of Florida, 'That the Hon. Secretary of War of the United 
States, be and he is hereby requested to order a company of' United 
States' Troops, (mounted if practicable) to be stationed at the mili- 
tary post, known formerly when garrisoned, as Camp King, or some 
-other place near the Seminole Agency. 

Be it further resolved, .That the President of the Council be request- 
ed to transmit forthwith, copies of these resolutions to-thc Secretary 
of War, and to the Delegate in Congress from Florida, and that the 
latter be requested to employ liis best exertions in aid of their ob- 
ject. 

Mr. POPE introduced the preamble and ' resolution following 
'which wasread and Mk\ on the table. 

WHEREAS it has been represented to the Legislative Council of 
tins Territory, that the Indians west of the Appalachicola river, are 
suffering on account of not having a suitable agent appointed bv the 
General Government, to superintend them, 

Be it resolved, That our delegate in Congress, be and he is hereby 
requested to use bis endeavors to have a suitable agent appointed for 
that purpose. 

. Mr. WARREN offered the preamble and resolution following 
which was road and laid on the table. "" 

. WHEREAS great injury has been sustained by the depredations 
-committed by Indians on the cattle and other property of the inhab-' 
Hants of this Territory— And whereas it is believed that the evil can 
be remedied m a great degree, by requiring the constant residence- of ■ 
the agents and sub-agents appointed by Government, at their agen- 
cies or -in the" immediate neighborhood. 

Be it therefore resolved by %e Legislative Cduncil of Florida That 
our Delegate m Congress, be and he is hereby requested to use his 
endeavors to procure the passage of a law," if necessary, or to obtain 
the consent ol the President, requiring the agents and sub-agents 
over ti,e several Indian tribes of this Territory, to reside at their res- 
pective agencies, and not to leave the same at any time for more t>an 
one month. » 

Be it further resolved, That oui said Delegate, be and he is hereby 
requested to procure the appointment of suitable sub-agents, whore 
they may be ne.cessftry. 

Mr. WRIGHT from the committee on the Judiciary, reported a 
tub to be-entitled, an act (o alter and amend the several acts relating 
to roads, highways and bridges in the Territory of Florida, with some 
amendments : and the same was read a second time. 
. Also, an act amendatory of the several acts concerning the admin- 
istration of estates, and the duties of Executors, administrators and 
guardians; and 

A bill to amend the several acts relative to roads and bridges 
follows ZPATRICK fr ° m tile commiUee on Finance, reported as 
rhn m V s ,; Onrmn:t0 , e ,1n Finance, to which was referred the report of the 

t»t->Il] ;1 i . : ■-, ij ; ;"> ;> j- ' , ■ , - -, . , .... . ■' I'll [t _ 1 _ i , , x 

'V i, , . -, , ' ' '"' : cu y ot 1 allahassee, have the honor to report : 

tf 8-cmmi^ e ' : ' :amme,J an,i compared the books and vouchers of 

Sj - uuuasiouers, and hud thera to correspond with his report to the 
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Legislative Council. It appears that of the sum of Forty thotisana 
seven' hundred and forty two 3M00 dollars, U.e aiaiouflt of sales?! 
' the lots in the city of Tallahassee, there reman,* MJV^f "»*£, 
only ,'ourteen thousand nine hundred and fitty three 4o-100 ™Uais 
which is due from individuals, and the house now used as a Lapnol. 
The committee recommend mat the capitol fund be Drought to a close 
as soon as practicable, by regular course of law. „ , 1 ,t,n-' 1 , n 

The committee On Finance, to which was raerred the resolution to 

■ enquire into the expediency of reducing the Tax on bilharu i ablesj- 

liave examined Lhe subject, and beg to be relieved from die turthei 

consideration of the same. . ■• , :' , 

T'he Actim- Govemo informed tl,e House, that he had approved 
and signed, an act 10 authorise the administrators of Doctor J. U. 
Teaoiie dee'd.. to dispose of his real estate. 

^ngrosklbllto :e entiled, an act to prevent our — 
front adiV with the Indians and for other purposes : was M,ct a 
third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as afraid ; Mr. 
President and Mes-srsBaMzell, Cooper, Bunt, Love, Huttall, I ope 
Priest Robiou, Sanchez,' Vv arren and W nghkteoted for, and Messrs 



severally read a third time and 



Byrd and Fkzpatrick, against it. 
.The following engrossed bills, were : 

VAMl to be entitled, an act to establish the rate of pilotage for' the 
St. .7 'Ira's and Nassau rivers, . ,...,,. e ■ ■, ', 

a -biiitooe entitled, an act to provide for the balding of a jail at 
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the Liter» 



Y bill to be entitled, an act to repeal an act concerning 

mT \ 'Hiiro .be entitled, anaeUo incorporate a company to be called 
Wst AudiewsaiuKhipola Canal Company was read a second 
time and ordered to be engrossed and read a third tune on Monday 

nC 'Thebill to beentitled. an act to incorporate the! ruatees of auinc| 
Academv. was committed to a committee ol the whole iV r. tope m 
the cl.au. who reported the same w,tl, amendments the report was 
eoncined m, and the bill was read a third time and passed. 
Crde.edthat the title be "as aforesaid. - 

The'en-roseed bill to be entitled, an'act to alter and amend the sev- 
eral act- in regard to a . reasurerand Auditor of this crntory. was 
$ eaci a hud time and passed. % essr* BaltzeU. L ooper, i itzpatrrck 
Lve tone, driest. Kolnou, Sanchez and . arren. voting ioi. and 
Mr . r resident with Messrs Byrd. Kout, Ivuttall and Wright, against 
it ■ rdered that lhe title be as afoiesaid, 

The bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Samuel Crosby was 
read i third tone anci passed. ( rdered that the Ae t.e as rfwyu,^ 
-, he bill Concerning the .;. ax Collectors and tie asurets o f tl rt . er, 
ritorv was commuted to a committee ol thewnole,, r. -.«ncnt /■ in t lie 
SSwd the same. with amendments; the report was eon- 
ct ed W, and the bill ordered to be engrossed and read a third tune or, 

^^„ e a Dill concerning usury, was ordered to a second reading op Mon- 

&ay B^MMted bill to be entitled, an act to alter the time of holding 
the; uperior court in. ackson county, was made (be order ol She ciajf 

ftr Thfe S nSoSbill to organise and form a new county m this ■ erri- 
-torv was made the order of the day for ouday ne • t. jv ,. 

Th« bill to provide for tuuldmg he next msm>ioii <>i tne Le^t uu v. 
Council in St. Augustine, was ordered to a second reading ou Monday 
aei't- 
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The engrossed bill to be entitled, "an act regulating the mode f 
suing out writs o*ei;or and prosecuting appeals in the Court ,,i An 
paals in the Ten (tory of Florida— was ordered to be recommitted m'a 
committee of the whole to morrow. 

'i'he bill to be entitled -an act relating to crimes and misdemeanors- 
was read a yd time and committed fo a committee of the whole Mr 
Hunt in the chair, who reported progress and asked and obtained 
leave to sit again. 

Ths house then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

m u ,- January 27. 

I tie House met pursuant to adjournment, and a quorum be.* 
ing present the minutes oT yesterday were read. 

Mr. POPE introduced the following bills which were several- 
ly read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
i A bill to be entitled an act to create a stay of execution on 
judgments obtained in the courts of justice of the peace. 

A bill to be entitled an act to exempt certain property front 
•execution or attachment. - 

' Mr. WARREN introduced a bill to be entitled an act to in- 
corporate the Town of Jacksonville which was read and made 
the order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. PRESIDENT introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act to establishing a ferry over the Suwannee which 
Was read and made the order of the day for Tuesday next. 

Mr HUN T introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
mi act entitled an act to raise a revenue for the territory of 
if lonaa was read a first time. 

Mr. NUTTALL presented the petition of Enoch Dudtai 
praying to be divorced from his wife Sarah, which was read 
and referred to the Select Committee on divorces. 

The same gentleman also presented the petition of Richard 
Walker praying an act to permit him to sell certain real estate 
which was read and referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Nuttall, Robiou and Love to 

was'Hd o L 'h™H» introdL1Ced the fo!lowill g resolution-jWhich 
Resolved, Thai the Committee on Printing be instructed to 
make « contract for the Printing of the laws of the present 
Council and report to this house to-morrow, so that the same 
may be commenced immediately. 

Mr, NUTTALL from the Select Committee to whom had 
been referred the petition of D. A. W. Coleman reported a but 
to be entitled an act for the relief of Allen W. Coleman whoa 

ff "t±t e f i€ °l er °/ : }! e <% f <* Monday next. 

Mr. WRIGHT from the Judiciary Committee reported a 
bill to be entitled an act to amend the law in regard to summon! 
mg Grand and Petit Jurors, which was read and made the C 
tier of the day for Tuesday next. OT 

Prh r tlin f r CO was C t t al ileret0f0re f^ d > m the Committee oa 
riinting was taken up read and adopted— Ordered that the 

SJSwSSSlJiSp -P-»~. Mr. Wright 

£ o™ctfy f e Sle d 0mtheCOmmittee on " led M l8s reported 
"An act to incorporate the City of Key West. 
'7 



«An act to amend and alter the several acts, in regard to a 

*25S#ffiW*»^ line between Lcon anS 

Je ¥nonowSg e8 ;ommunicatlon was received from the Acti * 

Governor. EXECUTIVE OFFICE, > 

Tallahassee, Jan. 26, 1832. j 
SIR-In answer to the resolution proposed by Mr, VV right 

SSfeS oftiaSX, I had delegated ; n a- 
™ to to to the Appalachicola towns and enquire into the cau 

that I had adopted measures to asoert am the ruth in rega » i • 
the Indians wandering near the Ocilla, and on the return01 ™^ 
ftettt wMcrfSl be at furthest hy Monday next, I shall 
then be ahle to fully comply with said resolution. 

IaffireSP AtEirWEST e COTT J, 

Hon. A. Bellamy, 
President of Council. 

Ordered that the same he on the table. 

The Acting Governor communicated to the House that nc 

had rejected the act entitled "an act to incorporate the Host 

Sprigs in Alactaa county, and to establish a ferry on Suw»- 

nee with his reasons therefor as follows. 

^CUTI^DEFICE^ALXASA^E^, J 

Hon. A. Bellamy, 

President of the Council. 

StE-Upon an examination of ^bill passed by the coumfi 
entitled, "An act to incorporate the Ross Spr m£ , m Ala 
"chua County, and to establish a ferry on Suwanee, 1 nn* 
myself constrained to reject it- Tn^nh 

"By the first section of this law three persons, Viz :- Joseph. 
« MUellan, John L. Levy, and Francis J. Ross are create* 
4 corporation and body politic by the name of the ^commi- 
« sioners of Ross' Springs." The privileges extended by m 
act are given to them exclusively, and the powers granted, 
conferred upon them alone. The act recognizes no associates 
with, or successors to them. . . . , 

By the second section, it is prescribed that, th e sai d com 
« missioners shall at their first regular meeting, appoint one ot 
<• their number chairman of their board, who shall P^ide a* 
"all their meetings, unless he be absent, in which case the 
« commissioners present shall nominate a chairman for the time 
"being: Provided, That three of said commissioners shall con- 
" stitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

It is trusted that it will not be considered hypercritical to call 
the attention of the council, to the singular provision that the 
^airman shall aot preside at meetings/nwi which he ra <* 



g£&V Their notice is directed to this phraseology in orde? 
that it may be corrected, if the requisite number of the council, 
to pass this hill, differ with me as to the general objections I 
entertain against it, and with the same view, I would invite 
the notice of the council to the obvious inconsistency of ap- 
pointing only three commissioners, constituting three alone the 
corporation, making three necessary for a quorum, and yet au- 
thorising a less number to meet and in the words of the act 
a to nominate a chairman" &,c. The want of care and preci- 
sion with which our statutes are drafted, is greatly to be de- 
precated, and I consider it my duty to endeavour to correct the 
evil by with-holding my assent to any bill solooselyframed. 
This bill I find is copied precisely from a law passed last session, 
but this circumstance in nowise affects my opinion, and will not 
Change the course I deem it right to pursue. 

» The rejection of this bill is more induced, however, hy the 
©pinion, that the powers with which these commissioners are 
invested by it, should not bedelegated to such corporation in such 
manner.They are clothed by this bill with executive, legislative 
add judicial authority,and within the circle of 2 milesin diameter, 
ever which their jurisdiction is extended, with the single ex- 
ception that their authority to impose fines, is limited in each 
oase to five dollars, their powers are of the most plenary cha- 
racter. The legislature should never delegate such united pre- 
rogatives, without reserving the power of supervision and cor- 
rection, to any man or set of men whatever. In most chartered 
cities they are separated and bestowed upon different officers, 
and the right of appeal is given to those who may consider 
themselves oppressed by them. I have reference in these re- 
marks to those provisions of the bill hy which the "said Cpm- 
"missioners are empowered to pass all such bye-laws and ordi- 
nances as may be deemed necessary for the suppression of in- 
decent and immoral conduct," within the circle before men- 
tioned, and "to impose upon and collect ofall offenders against 
"said bye-laws, such fines as they in their discretion may 
a think fit to prescribe," under five dollars, and to that clause 
authorising them "to appoint a Marshal." There are no 
regulations as to the manner of proceeding m the exer- 
cise of these powers and none in regard to the promulgation of 
their laws. No appeal is given from the sentence of this trium- 
virate, nor any method of correction prescribed by the act, but 
so far as their jurisdiction extends they are as uncontrollable as 
the famous Venetian council of three. They may fine a man 
five dollars, twenty times a day if he is within the 'limits of then- 
sovereignty, and no redress is provided by this law. The pro- 
visions in the act that all fines collected, shall be applied to such 
charitable purposes as said commissioners shall determine, 
would lie a sorry consolation to the subject of an unjust sen- 
tence of this judicatory, uniting the character of legislator, pros- 
ecutor, witness and judge, and wholly irresponsible except in 
their corporate capacity. It is no answer to say that these are 
mere regulations for a watering place. The general laws should 
b-ofa character, if enforced, toafford all the aid necessary for 



the suppression of indecent and immoral conduct, at such pia* 
ces a> w li as elsewhere, and if they are not, they should be a- 
mended. 

Respectfully, __ 

JAMES O. WESTCOTT, Jk. 

The act was reconsidered and committed to a committee of 
the Whole, Mr. Cooper in the chair, who reported as a substi- 
tute a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Gadsden 
Splines and to establish a ferrv on Suwannee river which report 
■ wi- concurred in, the rules of the House were waived and the 
Euusutute read a 2d and 3d time and passed— Ordered that the 
tit: e be as aforesaid. _ 

The bill to be entitled an act, concerning Soldiers and [sea- 
men was read a 2d time— Ordered that the same be engrossed 
and read a 3d time on Tuesday next. _ 

The further considjktion of the preamble and resolutions oi- 
fered by Mr. Warren on yesterday, was postponed until Mon- 
day next. 

Tiie resolution offered by Mr. Fitxpatrick on yesterday al- 
lowing' the Committee on Finance, a Clerk was read and adop- 
ted. . , 

The further consideration of the preamble and resolution of- 
fered by Mr. Priest, on yesterday was postponed until Monday 
next. 

The same disposition was made of the preamble ana resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. Pope on yesterday. 
. The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Baltze.l was again 
taken up, with the report made thereon and the same was a- 
rnended so as to read thus, 

Resolved, That our Delegate in Congress be and he is here- 
by requested to procure the passage of a law, giving the Legis- 
lative Co.mcil the power to require the Judges of tins territory 
to alternate in the discharge of their official duties. 

Be. it further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution and the 
report on this subject be forwarded to the delegate," on the a- 
doptioh of this resolution, Messrs. Baltzell, Byrd, Cooper, Fitz- 
patrick, Hunt, Love, Nuttali, Pone, Priest, Robiou, Sanchez! 
a,nd Vv right— 12 votes tor, and Mr. President, and Mr. Warren J 
against it. . . 

The bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Commissioners 
for Shell Point, was read a 2d time and ordered to be engrossed 
and read a 3d time to-morrow. 

The further consideration of the bill to be entitled an act ta 
amend an act, concerning patrols, was postponed until to-mor- . 
row. , 

The bill to be entitled an act to incorporate a company to be 
called the St. Andrews and Chipola Canal Company was made 
the order of the day for Monday next. 

The bill to be entitled an act to amend the several acts rela- 
tive to roads and bridges was referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of Messrs. Wright, Hunt and Pope. 

The bill to be entitled an act amendatory of the several acts 
concerning the administration of estates and the duties of exec 
utcrs, administrators and guardians" was read a 2d time and 



tm 

Srrtered to be engrossed and read a 3d time en Saturday next."** 1 

Tne bill to be entitled an act relative to the 'introduction of 
Slaves," was made the order ol the day for Monday next. 

The engrsssed bill to be entitled an act lor the rebel' of Wil- 
liam Hall was made the order of the day for Tuesday next. 

The engrossed bili to be entitled an act relating to the mode 
of suing out writ? of error, and proseeu te appeals' in the Court 
of appeals of the. territory of Florida, was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr- Warren in the chair, who reported the 
Same with amendments, the report was not concurred in by the 
house— Mr. President, and Messrs. Baltzell, Byrd, Hunt." Love, 
Nuttali and Wright— 7 votes for, and Messrs. Cooper, Fitzpat- 
rick, Pope, Priest, Robiou, Sanchez and Warren, against it. 
, The House in committee of the whole, Mr. Hunt in the 
chair, resumed the further consideration of the hill to be entitled 
"an act relating to crimes and misdemeanors" who reported 
progress and asked and obtained leave to sit again. 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

January 28. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being 
the minutes of yesterday were read. 

Mr. NUTTALL gave notice that he would on some fstufe 
day day would introduce a bill to be entitled, an act for the re- 
lief of Thomas Brown and Frederick Weedon. 

Mr. Ff'i'ZPATEICK gave notice lliat on Monday next he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill, to amend the act 'entitled an 
act concerning the election of members of the Legislative coun- 
cil of tiie territory of Florida, and for other purposes. 

Mr. POPE gave notice that on some future day he would 
introduce a bill to incorporate the town of Ochesee." 

On motion of Mr. Pope, Mr. Love was added to the Military 
Committee. 

_ Mr. BALTZELL gave notice that on to-morrow, he would 
introduce a bill to be entitled, an act authorising Parish Carter 
Beaton Grantland, and theirs of Charles Williamson to taild 
a draw bridge over the St. Maries river. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Cooper, read and 
laid on tne table. 

"Be it further Resolved, That the Governor of this territory 
be and he is hereby requested to use his endeavors to transmit 
the laws of this session to the counties for which they were" de- 
signed, at the earliest period alter the printing of the same " 

The preamble and resolutions following wese offered by Mr 
Sanchez, read and adopted. 

"Whereas by the act incorporating the City of St Aucrus- 
tme' approved -the nth February 1831, it is made the duty' of 
the City council of said city, to make provision, and establish a 
scnool tor the education of all free white children of baA sexes! 
residing withm the limits of said incorporation, which .duty the 
said cty council nave been unable to perform, on account 
of me want of a suitable lot whereon to erect the building ne- 
cessary for that purpose. ' °~ 

Be ittherefore Resolved, That our Delegate in Confess be 
and lie is nereoy requested, to use Ms endeavors to obtain from 
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sSssssss swssfes c§ &£, 

^'^SuKtlectSee to whom the .abject 

Mr. NuriALL,tiommt ? entitled, "an act to authorise 

^IX^S^r^ot-^teTLunde, decease,, which 

W£ Sf frALTZEjK,' from the Committee on the State of the Territory 
i A h»l to be entitled, -an act to organise a county to be called 
,-cSbia, whSb !wi S3 a first tune and ordered to a second reading 
on Monday next. nrovids for the collection of 

ceived; the bill was then read a thud aw ^ P ^ 

^^•^Sn'^CS^l^ P-ident andMessrs Byrd 
Waaron. o ™au & wi;* • fi as-ainst it— ordered that the 



iui;3'uttan;p7p 8) and Wright: 6 against K-orfered that the 

with amendments, the report J^ggJ^M* ^foresaid. , 
»tSS£St:S« was postponed un- 

^Tb^toTeendtled, an act to alter and amend the several ,ct* 

writfof epor, and prosecuting appea.s in the court oi appeals, 

the Territory of Florida." „ nmm ;» tPC of the whole, Mr, 

The House resolved itself into a^oimmttee °ttw* ^ d an _ 
Warren in the chair, on the bill to be entitled «« fc d 

act concerin? patrols," the committee reported progress 

^stSitsrc-'actto^ 

-■SSrSCT^wSStfK ^ir^ 1 e 1 ported ( pre, 

« and aTked and obtained leave to sit again on tuesday next. 
^S ^Hous" then adjourned until 11 o'clock on n^wnjft ^ 

Th e House met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being pre- 
sent the minutes of Saturday were read. . 






Mr. NUTTALL gave notice that on some future day, Be woula 
-ask leave to introduce a bill to authorise George Fisher Senior, to 
build a mill dam and lock across the Ocklocknee river. 

Mr. WARREN gave notice that on some future day, he would in- 
troduce a bill to be entitled an act to require the holding of an addi- 
tional term of the superior court m Hamilton county. 

Mr. SANCHEZ gave notice thaton to-morrow he would introduce 
a bill to be entitled an act to require incumbrances upon property, to 
be made public. 

Mr. NUTTALL introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the relief 
of Thomas Brown, and Fredeiick Weedon. which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. BALTZELL introduced a bill to be entitled an act authorising 
Farish Carter, Seatou Grantland, and the heirs of Charles William- 
son dec'd , to build a draw bridge over the St. Marks river which 
was read a first time, also, a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 
laying out the school lands in this territory, which was referred to ther 
committee on schools and colleges. 

Mr. FITZPATIUCK introduced a bill tobe entitled anact to amend 
an act. concerning the election of members of the Legislative Council 
of the Territory of Florida, which was read a first time and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow. . • 

■Mr. POPE presented the petitition of Wills and Perry, asking the 
previlege of establishing a ferry on the Appalachicola river, which 
was read and referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs 
Pope, Baltzell, and Cooper. 

The President presented the petition of Salomon E. Matthers, and 
William Connell, praying to be relieved from the payment of certain 
money, which was read and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. NUTTALL presented a memorial from George Fisher, which, 
was read and laid on the table. 

The following resolution offered by Mr. Wright, was read and a- 
dopted : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant at arms, be instructed to collect and 
sell at public auction, the furniture of the last legislative council, aud 
la pay ovei the amount arising from such sale, to the order of the com- 
mittee^f Finance. 

TheTollowing resolution was offered by Mr. Baltzell, read and a- 
bopted ; * 

Resolved, That the committee on schools and colleges, be and they 
.are hereby instructed to prepare a memorial to be addressed to Con- 
gress, praying for the sale of the sixteenth sections throughout the ter- 
ritory, and for the appropriation of the money to arise therefrom to the 
ase of schoolsin the respective townships. 

Mr. BYRD from the committeon enrolled bills, reported correctly 
enrolled, an act to provide for building a jail at Key West. 

Mr. LOVE from the committee on Claims made the following re- 
port, " that they have had under consideration the petition of Benjft- 
min Fill, and are of opinion, that his case comes properly before the 
oounty court." And beg to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject. 

Mr. WRIGHT from the committee on the Judiciary made the fol- 
lowing report. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the com- 
munication of John Rodman Esqr., of the 3d inst., beg leave to re- 
port that they have given to the plan of Mr. Rodman, for embodying 
the laws 'if Florida in separate codes — the respectful consideration to 
which it is entitled from the known ability and industry of that gen- 
tleman. The committee have had before them a specimen of the plan 
of Mr. Rodman in the draft of a laws to establish rules of practice, 
and pleading in the superior courts of this territory, aad they have no 
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hesitation in expressing their opinion, that many of its provisionsvvliich, 
differ widely from the exist ng laws would bi' productive of" a, very 
suintarv influence upon this branch of oui jurisprudence. But it is u'sft 
in all cases safe in legislation to accept of even .certain advantage,, 
cosoied with the possible.inconveniences always incident to a change. 
In i'uct,' though it may seem somewhat parado.Mical.it is nevertheless irue, 
that changes 'for the better are not always -desirable i he great evi. u »- 
der which we have suffered, is an excess of legislation. Time is scar- 
cely afforded to make a judicious exposition of a law. before it is rer 
pealed, and a new one 'is enacted in its stead, the new law is in its 
turn repealed,, and thus the labored" Eiysiphus are fairly exemplified 
in the decisions of our courts. 

The committee do to Mr. Rodman's plan, the justice to beneve that 
bad it been adopted and wisely executed at the commencement of our 
territoral government, it would have.exerted upon the practice of llio 
law, and upon the rights of the people, a much more salutary influ- 
ence than has been felt, from the laws which have from time to time 
beenenacled, in this territory, but tliey believe that: it is now loo lat,e 
to attempt tno numerous and important changes proposed The com- 
mittee uierefore beg leave to be discharged from the further considera* 
tion of the subject. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BENJAMIN D. WRIGHT. 

The committee on the judiciary, who have been instructed to en- 
quire into, and report upon, the expediency of passing some law to au- 
thorise the holding to bail of absconding debtors, and also, to authorise 
the issuing the writ of CAPIAS AD SA1 JSFACiLNDUA'iL have 
the honor to report that they deem the passing of such a law. not only 
expedient bat highly important to the present and future interest, and 
to llio character of the territory. That the English law on this sub- 
ject, which permuted the creditor so long as he was willing to pay die 
expenseaitendanton the confinement of his debtor to keep him in 
prison, was a hard and rigorous law, no one will doubt but it is be- 
lieved, to be as unjust, and impolitic to exempt the fraudulent debtor,, 
from all restraint as it would be. to subject the honest but insolvent 
debtor, to imprisonment at the will of his relentless creditor, indeed 
it may well be questioned, vvhether so far as either plan is calculated. 
to exert a mora! influence, the latter p|^i he not preferable. Law is de- 
fined to be ■ ruie of civil conduct, but when it happens to square 
with 'he interests of those on whom, it opesates; they, are ever ready 
to make it a rule of morai oonduct also ; if the rule of law indulge the 
passions or subserve their present convenience, they lose sight o! all the 
higher obligations of honor and morality, and are too apt^lo think that 
thev have done enough for both by conforming themselves to the strict 
letter of the iaw. When, therefore, the law puts it in the power of 
the-dubtor to defraud his creditor by with-holding from him his honest 
(ties, it not only tends to the destruction of all private credit, and the 
subversion of all private confidence, but to the destruction also of 
a proper slate of moral feeling in the community—Good laws may not 
be capable ni" supplying a wholsome morality where it does not exist, 
but-bad laws will certainly destroy it where it does exist— whilst the 
committee would urge, however, such an alteration in our present 
laws as would enable the creditor to procure that justice which it is the 
the .Treat object of all laws to enforce, they would, also, desire to see 
the honest but poor debtor surrounded with the most inviolable protec- 
tion against imprisonment or unnecessary restraint. There is nothing 
criminal in a man's bei.ig in debt beyond his means of payment, but it 
■•- ; r.lv inconsistanf with all notions of camition honesty, foi the 
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Besses, After looking at the subject in every point of view in. which A 
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ftas been presented to them, the committee are of opinion that the ack 
of lS'M. to abolish imprisonment for debt, and for the relief of insol- 
vent debtors, with some slight modifications furnishes the most eligible 
plan on the subject. - 

The committee therefore recommend tho adoption of the followine 
resolution. s 

Resolved, as the sense of this legislative council, that the laws in 
relation to the collection of debts, ought to be so altered and amended 
thift while the utmost protection is afforded to the honest but insolvent 
. debtor, the dishonest and fraudulent debtor may be subjected to impri- 
sonment until a fair surrender of his effects be made in payment of his 
•ebts. Respectfully submitted, 

-. . " BENJAMIN D. WRIGHT. 

I he first report was read and concurred in, the other report and ac* 
oompanying resolution was read and laid on the table. 

Mr.BALrZELL,asked and obtained leaveto enter his dissent there 
to, at some future day on the journals. 

The further consideration of the following bills was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

A bill relating to crimes and misdemeanors. 

A bill relating to the administration of estates, and the duties of 
executors, administrators and guardians. 

A bill concerning usury. 

A bill to alter and amend the several acts relating to roads highways 
and bridges in the territory of Florida. 

A bill concerning patrols. 

A bill regulating the mode of suing out writs of error and mode of 
prosecuting appeals m the court of appeals of the territory of Florfc 

The several bills incorporating a company to be called the St. Art* 
strews and Chipola canal company. 

The engrossed bill to organise and form a new county in the territory 
was made the order of the tiay for Wednesday. 

The b II to provide for holding the next session 0/ the legislative 
council at St. Augustine, was made the order of the day for thursday. 

Ihe pre-ambles and resolutions, introduced by Messrs Priest Pope 
and Warren, on the 36th inst. were made the order of the day f»r 
thursday. ■ ' 

The bill relative to the introductien of slaves, was committed to a 
£r m ^f, 0f fi tllewh ? le ' M ," Warren in the chair, who reported the 
Dill with the first section and enacting clause stricken out, in which re- 
port the House eoncurred ; Mr. President and Messrs Baltzell, Cooper, 
Iitepatnck Hunt Pope, Robiou, and Wright ; 8 voting in the affirm' 
ittye , and Messrs Byrd, Love, Nuttali, Priest, Sanchez, and Warrea 
b m the negative. "unci* 

The bill to be entitled an act to organize a county, to be called the 
county of Fayette, was read a 2d time and committed to a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Robiou in the chair, who reported the bill with a- 
jnendments which report was concurred in, and the bill ordered to 
oe engrossed and read a third time to-morrow 

The bill for the relief of Allen W. Coleman, was read a 2d time 
and committed to a cemmittee of the whole, Mr. Fitzpatrick in the 

laws^E, Stt£;M53 t0 the ft-*** f - 

estlte^'walteVsanH^H' 1 ^ '" aUtl,0, " i9e ,he sale of «**• ««1 
^siatK 01 waiter oauders dec d- wan i-p-m 5 oj »• j . ; 






'i'he bill to be entitled an act to organise a county to be called Co- 
lumbia, was read a 2d time and committed to a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Robiou in the chair, who reported the same with amendments, 
the report was concurred in, and the bill ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time to-morrow. 

The bill to be entitled an act to amend an act, to raise a revenue for 
the .Territory of Florida, was read a 2d time and committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Love in the chair, who reported the same 
.with amendments, the report was received, the rales waived, the bill 
read a 3d time and passed, ordered that'the title be as aibresaid. 

The House in committee of the whole, Mr. Cooper in the chair, 
resumed the imlhei consideration of the bill to be entitled, an act to 
authoiise the sale of the real estateof Alexander Adair, the bill was_ 
reported with amendments, the report was concurred in, the rules oi" 
the House were waived and the bill read a 3d time and passed, order- 
ed that the litle be as aforesaid. 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow Kl.o'clock. 

January 31. 

The house met pursuant to adjournment, aud a quorum being pre- 
sent the minutes of yesterday were read. 

Mr. NUTTAlX introduced a bill to be entitled an act to author- 
ise George Fisher Sen', to build a mill dam and lock across the Olock- 
nee.and for other purposes, which was read a first time. 

Mr. WARREN introduced a bill to be entitled an act, for the hold- 
ing a special term of the Superior Court for the Middle District oi" 
Florida, in Hamilton county, which was read a 1st time and ordered 
to a second reading to-morrow . 

Mr. SANCHEZ introduced a bill to be entitled , an act to require 
incumbrances on property to be made public, which was read a 1st 
time and ordered to a second reading on Thursday next. 

Mr, BYRD gave notice that he would ask leave to-morrow to in- 
troduce a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate a company by the 
name of the Leon Rail Road Company. 

Mg. BALTZELL entered his dissent made to the report made by 
Mr. Wright on yesterday from the Committee on the Judiciary in 
the following terms. 

The undersigned a membei of the Judiciary Committee, begs 
leave to dissent from the views in the report of that body on the sub- 
ject of bail and imprisonment for debt. 

It would be justly regarded as evidence of presumption to embody 
arguments on a question which has enlisted, in opposition to it the 
jrst and ablest, men in America. It is sufficient to state, that impris- 
onment for debt has been abandoned in many states by its warmest 
an,d most zealous supporters, and it would be strange indeed in 
us to make a retrogade movement in behalf of a. measure that is be- 
ginning to be abandoned elsewhere by almostunanimous consent. 
B , . (Signed) THOS. BALTZELL. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following communication from 
the Acting Governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Tallahassee, Jan. 29, 1832. 
' SIR: In answer to the resolution of the Council requesting infor- 
mation lespecting the postage paid for the Governor and Secretary 
of this Territory; I have the honor to enclose a communication from 
tli>: Auditor shewing the amount paid for that object since 1828. Cop- 
ies of the only three accounts in my favor for postage, and of those of 
the Governor since 1828, are also enclosed. 

The postage properly payable by the territory accrues on returns 
of tie elections for Delegate, Members of the Council, County and 
Militia officers, the laws of other States transmitted to this oific 



letters enclosing- official bonds, relating* the appointment of officer^ 
resignation of Commissions, and other territorial business 
' UnUl t . th , e , la f. ^° y ears > the an n«al pamphlet of the laws -was 
transmitted by Mail to Justices of the Peace and some other offl&S 
and on which the postage was paid here, but -the increased number of 
officers and notice of the fact, that Congress in the annual approval 
ton expressly included the transportation of the -laws, as one object 
of the appropriation, induced the discontinuance of this practice and 
n lrt nn ??, iaWS b Z ° tlle : m ° deS of c ™veyance, Th ere is some , 
fh'lZ^ P° sta £? heret0 -'? re Paid which is properly payable by 
tl.„ United States ami respecting the payment of which by 'the Uni- 

&0 ri2viy 8 T T- 11 bS n ° diffiCUUy - l ™^' mS thG amount isabot 
^annually, and it accrues on communications between the Su- 

permtendant of Indian affairs and the agent and Sub- Agent of T- 

cftata and ot tiers relating to business of the U. S. If'plid by the 

United States it would be out of the appropriation for the continent 

expenses of Florida. This is #380 annually. If the territorial law™! 

lowing payment, of the postage is repealed, the letter, would have to 

remain m the Post Office, or the whole amount paid out of this at> 

S.T 1 f n I " Ch SWCe the repSal of the ^«« a! law pX 
h S m ■ e a PP omtme nt of-a. ftlerk to the Executive is hard- 

ly sufficient to defray the incidental expenses of the Governors 
and Secretary s Offices. I have been careful in my accounts to deduct' 

mt P nffl~T ° n J 'u \ eM n0t r puWic busin<;ss and " ot fiI ° d as such £ 
my office, as will be seen, by an inspection of them. 

I am sir rspectfully your obt. servt. 

Hon. Abram Bellamy, * ^ ^ESTCOTT, Jr.. 

President of the Council. 

men^^™^.^" 6 ^^ M& <*?&&* &* 

£rl!fe mle i a report, from the Commissioner of School 
fends m Gadsden county, which was read and referred to to the com- 
mittee on Schools and Colleges. 
»rJy'inf^fS DEN '?' P resented a memorial from William La Prade 

fhio^fess^^r 1 : ir sread and referrdd to 

Jm lf,°o.?Z? t rT atedV fT &?elitions from d,lzeas of Jackson 
on * e y tab a r 1Slml C ° Unty V***™ ™ad and laid 

adopllci. 6801 " 110118 followin S were offered by Mr. Nuttall, read antP 
: Resolved, thst our Delegate in 'Congress be requested to urire the 
passage of a law ,.„ establish an arsenal in this Territory as a meas! 
ure highly impo rtant to the peace and safety of the country 

Resolved further, that his excellency be required to transmit .i; s ' 
resolution to the Delegate by the next mail " transmit this 

rea T d h and e a V d e o a pte r r 0lati0nS ^^ ™' 6 ° ff ^ d # ^ Fit.patrick, 

stSSSCrs^^^^f r 

diansoutofthis Territory a ,-id the arrnol, ^2 f of J*movmg *e In- 
competent persons to eZuhatmeSe! S UffiCltot nUmber of 

^Jhe^esolution following was offered by M, BaltzeU and laid on! 
Resolved, that the journals, papers, and other documents of the Le- 
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g&Iative Council be handed over by the clerk to the Secretary of iii-y 
Territory to remain in hiscare. 

The acting Governor communicated that he had approved and 
signed , and riled in his office the following bills, viz: 

An act to establish the boundary line between Leon and Jeffersoa 
counties. 

An act to provide for building a Jail at Key West. 
■ Mr. FiTZi- ATRICK from the Committee on Finance made the 
following report: 

The Finance Committee to which was referred the petition of Sol-- 
omon G. Mathers and William Connell, Taxsjjlollector and Tax 
Assessor of Jefferson County, have the same under consideration and 
have discovered upon an examination of the Auditors books, that the 
original amount returned from that county, #694 7-100 and that. 
upon representation of the assessor to the Auditor that the poll tax 
collected for the county was includedon that sum an allowance of $94, 
35 cents was made to him for the same making the tax for the terri- 
tory $530 — $66,35 cents of which is in arrear and stands, charged on 
the books against the Tax Collector. 

, The Finance Committee to which was referred the bill to be enti- 
tled an act to prohibit the County courts from levying taxes in cer- 
tain cases, have had the same under consideration and beg leave to, 
be discharged from the further consideration of it. ' 

Mr. WRIGHT from the Committee on the Judiciary repor- 
ted a bill to he entitled an act directing the method of proceed- 
ing against absent debtors, and other absent defendants, and 
on attachment against absconding debtors, which was read a 
first time and made the order of the day lor Friday next. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK from the Select committee to whom 
had been recommitted the contract heretofore reported from 
that Committee reported the same as concluded with William 
Wilson, which was read and agreed to by the house. 

Mr. NUTTALL from the Select Committee on Divorces to, 
whom hud been referred their petitions, reported *.he following 
Mis, which were severally read the 1st time, 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Enoch Dudley, 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Reuben Price. 
Mr. BYRD from the Committee on Enrolled bills reported 
corrected enrolled. 

An act to establish the rate of pilotage for the St. Johns and 
■Nassau rivers. _ 

■ An act to- incorporate the Commissioners for Shell. Point. 

An act to establish the Gadsden Springs in Alachua county, 
and to establish a ferry on the Suwannee. 

An act concerning the Tax Collectors, and Treasurer of this 
Territory. i 

An act to repeal an act concerning the Literary fund, 
. And an act to Incorporate the Trustees of Quincy Academy 
The PRESIDENT presented the following communication 
from the Acting Governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, > 

January 30th 1832. £ 
Sir — Accompanying this communication is the bill entitled, 
*' An act to amend and alter the several acts in regard to a trea- 
" surer and auditor of this territory." That provision in this 
l?ill giving the power of election or appointment of these two 
tjfficers to the council exclusively, is in my opinion in violation. 
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St the acts of Congress organizing the territorial owernmetitr 
and to wmchal. our legation m^tstnctiy conform. The Of? 
game laws m the distribution of powers to'tne several branches 
of our territorial government bestow upon the governor the 
power to appoint and commission by and with the consent of 
the iegis/atwe council, all officers civU and of the militia, whose 
qmutifcunfc tarenof {in said laws,] otherwise provided for, 
and which shall be established by laic" This power has- been 
exercised by the executive from the first organisation of th<~ 
territory. Until the law I have quoted is annulled, and With- 
out the express and undoubted permission of Conirfess in a new 
law,_ the council have no right to wrest from the Executive anv 
portion of the powers thus conferred. In my opinion no such 
permission has been granted. I have understood it has been 
argued that this permission is to be found in the act of Confess 
of tie gist of January 1829 entitled "An act to authorisS 
citizens of Arkansas and Florida to elect their officers and 
ior other purposes." I have examined this law attentively 
and cannot discover even the shadow of a foundation for such 
argument. It cannot be contended that any part of this act 
relates to, or affects this question, but the 1st, 2nd, and 4th 
sections. • ' 

Those sections are in these words : 
■ First section—" The citizens of the territory of Arkansas, 
qualified to vote shall and may, at such time and place and 
under such rules arid regulations, as the legislature of said 
territory may prescribe, elect their officers, civil and militarv, 
except such as by the laws of Congress now in force are to 
be appointed by the President of tiie United States : and ex- 
cept also, justices of the peace, auditor and treasurer for 
said territory, who shall be chosen by joint vote of both 
Houses of the legislature at such time, and for such term of 
serviee as the said legislature shall prescribe." 
Second secttonr-" The term of service, and trfe duties and 
powers, fees, and emoluments of the officers, civil and mili- 
ary so chosen by the citizens, shall be prescribed by the 
legislature, and they shall be commissioned by the governor . 
^ of the territory and subject to be removed from office in 
« u, m .. e and forsueh cause as the legislature shall declare 
by law.' "All laws now in force, inconsistent with the pro* 
* visions of ttos act are hereby repealed." "This art shall 
take effect from and after the first day of December 1329 " 
Fourth section^ It shall be lawful for the qualified voters of 
« the territory of Florida to elect their officers, civil and rnilita. 
ry, m such manner and under such rules, regulations, re- 
strictions, and conditions, as are prescribed in the foregoine 
provjswns mlhe two first sections of this act " ■ "f K ^ 0ln S 

thaSrSr ta r n V^ !aWt0 P r0vide nothin g ™»« *« 
Zllleof P A2™« a uT? g i STUm ° fficers extended to the 
ferTof F^rid ^ aila ' S0 ' }* & ven t0 «« "qualified vo- 

m I amtt" ?*? WaS tfe ° pinion of the counc[ » of J8- 
strued to he, y ^ 3 'T t0 COnceive how fe*l» "an be con- 
fMfti S- ^rtontydjxw'tta legislative eouncil of 
jJttiwa, wluch is gIve n to the two Houses of the legislature $g 
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Arkansas jointly. It certainly was jiot intended to describe tU 
timid in their capacity, as a legislative body, by the term 
" qualified voters," and yet this is the only designation of those 
upon whom the power of electing any officers is conferred m 
Florida by this law.Nor can we presume that it was intended by 
Cono-ress to bestow this power upon the legislative council, 
' without the concession, that the act is very bung.mg and in- 
complete • or that those who framed it, were ignorant ot the 
fact that the legislatures of Florida, and Arkansas, are very 
differently constituted; for, if such was the intention of Con- 
gress, with a knowledge of this fact, some provision regulating 
the mode of proceeding, applicabe to our legislature woud 
have been inserted. It may be «ud perhaps, to gran to die- 
legislature of one territory such powers and not to another 
would be partial and unequal legislation. Good reasons for 
this distinction, however, can be found m the circumstance just 
adverted to, of the legislatures being differently composed .- 
Principles of sound policy, which in the opinion of Congress, 
might forbid the extension of such power to a legislative body 
composed of but few members, and forming m itself, the only 
popular branch of the legislature, as is the case in Florida, and 
£tthe same time, woukf not induce the with-holding Jt from the 
too Houses of the legislature of Arkansas. Tne act oi Con- 
gress is to my view plainly and perspicuously dr afted I anc 11 he 
construction I have given to it clear and manifest. Any other 
construction renders the act imperfect, and incongruous. 

This construction is fortified by another act of Congress o 
May the 8th 1830, amendatory of the former act. Ihe tact 
that the amendments, some of which relate to the appoint- 
ment of justices of the peace, auditor, and treasurer as pre- 
scribed in the first section of the former act, refer solely to Ar- 
kansas, is it appears ft) me conclusive on this point, i loridais 
not mentioned in this supplemental act, and yet it must be con- 
ceded if the provisions in the former law were intended to apply 
to us, equal reasons .exist for giving us the benefit ot the a- 
mendments. . * ; . e 

I think the council should'iu.t assume the exc usiye power of 
appointment, unless it is clearly and indisputably delegated to 
them If there is any room/or doubt, its exercise should not 
be attempted. The power of appointment is not a natural, or 
proper attribute of a legislative body. Its exercise is more pro- 
perly an executive function. This power is not " inherent, (as 
has been con tended,)in the councillor in any branch oi govern- 
ment, but it belongs originally to the People. It has however, 
been classed by the wisest political writers, as most P™perly 
appertaining to the executive* , Evils are attendant on its being 
exclusively vested in either. The effect of placing it with the. 
exe-cutive solely, would be the creation of a corps of hangers- 
on at the metropolis, seekers of office, and dependants on gu- 
bernatorial favor, {pests in any government,) and on the other 
hand, experience has proved, that giving such power to a le- 
gislative body, tetids to corruption in, the elections before tta 
people, interference with, and the obstruction of the course ot 
fwislatioa, and oHen to 'the introduction oi a system of har- 



gain, intrigue, and management, destructive, of the character 
and dignity of the legislature, and subversive of all good prin- 
ciples. Congress, I have no doubt, so considered, in vesting the 
appointing power in the governor and legislature of Florida, 
to be exercised conjointly. Each acts as a check upon the other, 
and the evils resulting from the execlusjve exercise of such 
power by either, are thereby avoided. 

_ The power to reject improper nominations by a governor, 
judiciously exercised by the council, is fully sufficient to sub- 
serve every useful purpose. It has not in any case, been thus 
exercised, and failed in having proper effect. " 

But if the power of the council to pass this law is conceded 
I am yet to learn why it is necessary, or if necessary, v?hy con? 
fred to the two offices of treasurer and auditor. With 'equal 
propriety and reason, should the council elect justices, notaries, 
auctioneers &c. The executive from, whom impropriety is to 
be apprehended in regard to the former, should not be en- 
trusted with the nomination of the latter, the act of Con- 
gress confers the same power upon the council in respect to all 
these offices. The executive has no control over the funds of 
the treasury, in any respect, nor.any power over its officers, 
after their appoin tment.He has in nowise any concern with that 
department, except to draw for his postage' account, and for 
rewards for the apprehension of criminals 1c. The notion that 
the power of appointment in this territory is one from the ex- 
ercise^of which, either advantage, or satisfaction is to be deriv- 
ed is founded in mistake. There is, none. in the whole range of 
executive duties, more irksome vexatious and, unpleasant; or 
which consulting only the personal interests and ease of the ex- 
ecutive, I should be less tenacious of yielding, The most judi- 
cious exercise of this power will nofshield the executive from 
censure, or prevent clamor and dissatistaction. The obligation 
to conform to the Organic laws, and the belief that the -repos- 
ed law is dangerous in principle compels me however to reject 
it. , 

Very respectfully 

Your ob't. servant 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 
Hon. A. Bellamy, 

President of the Council. 

The consideration, of the bill and . communication was postpo- 
ned until to-morrow. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Wright on yesterday was taken up, 
aiid amended, so as to read, "Resolved, asthe sense of this Legisla- 
tive Council, that the laws in relation to the collection of debts ought, 
to be so altered and amended that while the utmost protection is offer 
ed to the honest, but insolvent debtor, the, dishonest and fraudulent 
debtor refusing to make a fair surrender of his effects, in payment of 
his debts, may be subjected to imprisonment," as amended the reso- 
lution was adopted: 

Mr. Priest and Messrs. Eooth, Byrd, Pitzpatrick, ' Hunt, Love, 
NriHall and Wright— 8 in the affirmativa; and Messrs. Baltzell,; 
Cooper, Pope, Priest, Robiou, Sanchez and Warren— 7 in the nep-a- 
dve. 

The committee of the whole, Mr. Hunt in the Chair, resumed the 
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further 'consideration of the bill to be entitled "An act relating jtfc' . 
crimes and misdeIHi&nors , '• they reported progress and asked and ob- 
tained leave to sit again. 

The further considerai ion of the following bills was postponed un» 
til another day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act for the summoning of 
G rand and Pefit jurors and for oilier purposes. 

A bill concerning Usury. 

A bill relating to roads, highway's and bridges. 

A bill concerning the administration of estates, and the duties or 
e&ccutors, administrators and guardians. 

The bills concerning the Chipola and St. Andrews Canal compa- 
ny. 

The engrossed bill to alter the time of holding the Superior Court 
of Jackson county. 

And the engrossed bill to organize a county to he called the county 
of Payette. 

,' The bill to be entitled, an act to regulate the fees of certain officers* 
was read a 2d timeand committed to a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Nuttall in the chair, who reported the same with amendments, 
which was received. 

The house in committee of the whole, Mr. "Warren in the chair, re- 
sumed the further consideration of the bill concerning patrols — who 
reported progress and asked and obtained leave to sit again. 

The house in committee of the whole, Mi". "Warren in the chain, 
resumed the further consideration of the bill concerning the court of 
appeals, who reported*lhe same without amendment, the report was 
received — and the bill made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, an act concerning Soldiers and 
Seamen, was be recommitted to a committee of the whole 1 , Mr. San- 
chez in the chair, who repo: ted the same without amendment — the 
report was received, Mr. President and Messrs. Baltzell,. Booth, 
Copper, Fitzpatrick, Love, Nuttall, Priest. Robiou, Sanchez and 
Warren— 11 votes for, and Messrs. Byrd,Hunt, Pope and Wright — 
4 against it. 

Mr. BALTZELL withdrew the resolution . offered by him on a 
former day, in relation to printing. 

The bill to be entitled, an act to amend an act establishing a ferry 
over the Suwannee river, was read a 2d time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a 3d time to-morrow. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William 
HaH,. w.ss read a 3d time and passed — Messrs. Baltzell, Booth, Coo- 
per, Hunt, Love, Nuttall, Pope, Priest, R'obicro, Warren and "Wright 
— 11 voting for; and Mr. President, and Messrs. Byrd, Fitzpatrick, 
and Sanchez-— 4 against it, ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, an act to organise a ■ 
dbunty to be calledColumbia was read a 3d time and passed, ordered 
that the title be amended by adding, "and for other purposes." 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act to amend an act entitled 
m'act to raise a revenue for the territory of Florida," was read a 3d 
time and passed ; ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act to authorise the sale of 
the real estate of Walter Sanders dee'd., wrs read a 3d time and 
passed ; ordered that, the title be as aforesaid. 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow 9 o'clock. 

February 1. 

The house met purs-ant to adjournment and a quorum be- 
ing present the minutes of the preceding day were read. 

Mr. BYRD introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to incorpo- 
rate the Leon Rail Road Company, which was read a &;s 
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'time. and made the order of the day for Tuesday nest. 
i. M /;-^ Y E intr0duced abi11 to be entitled an act to amend, 
the Militia laws of this territory, which was read a first time and 
referred to the committee on the militia. 

The following nominations made by the Acting Governor on 
a former day were confirmed; viz, Charles Austin, as Treasu- 
rer, Leslie A. Thompson, as Auditor, and John Westcott Jr as 
Auctioneer, for Leon County, vice, Charles Austin appointed 
.treasurer. 

I .The eng^ssed hill to be entitled an act to amend an act es- 
tablishing a ferry over the Suwannee river, was read a third 
tune and passed, ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

Mr. BYRD from the Committee on Enrolled bills reported 
correctly enrolled the following acts. 

, An act to provide for the collection of judgments against 
tree negroes and other persons therein named. 

. An act to prohibit our citizens from trading with the Indians 
and for other 'purposes." 

An act to authorise the sale of the real estate of Alexander 
Adair deceased. 

■*■ SANCHE Z from the committee on the militia reported 
% , *£ entlt!ed an act t0 organize and regulate the militia 
.of the Territory of Florida, which was read a 1st, 2d, and 3d 
time and passed— Ordered that the title be as aforesaid and that 
six hundred copies of the same under the superintendance of 
Messrs. Sanchez, Hunt and Warren be printed for the use of 
the house. ... 

Mr. WRIGHT from the committee on the Judiciary repor- 
ted a bill to be entitled an act concerning executions which was 
read a first time and made the order of the day for Saturday 

The act rejected by the acting Governor and returned on 
yesterday to the house with his reasons therefor, was reconsid- 
ered and rejected, Messrs. Baltzell, Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Love/ 
rope, Priest, Robiou, and Warren— 8 votino-for andMr Pre- 
sident, Messrs. Booth, Byrd, Hunt, Nuttall,. Sanchez and 
Wright— 7 against it. 

i nr eh ,£ rossed bill to be entitled an act to alter the time of' 
holding the Superior Court of Jackson county, was postponed 
until to morrow. 

The bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the county courts 
from levying taxes in .certain cases was read a U and 3d time 
and passsed— Ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The house in a Committee of the whole, Mr.' Warren in the 
chair, resumed the further consideration of the bill to incorpo- 
rate a bank m the city of Tallahassee, the bill was -reported with 
amendments— the report was concurred in and the bill ordered' 
to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow 

The engrossed bill to be entitled an act, to organize a heW 
county t, Recalled Fayette, was again taken up! M?. S 
moved the following amendment to the 1st section 

vVfiJfif"" 1 ?^, of section No. 82, of township 
No 5, of Range No 9, North and West-thence South with 
said line to the South east corner of section No. 5 of Township 
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No. 4 oi'said range — thence were one mile being the south bolife* 
da; y •>( the aforesaid section No. 5 — thence North to the said Spring 
Creek. 

The amendment was rejected, Mr. President and Messrs Booth, 
Byrd, Hunt, Nuttall, and Sanchez — 6 voting for ; and Messrs Balt- 
zell, Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Love, Pope, Priest, Robiou, Warren, and 
Wright— 9 against it. 

The bill was read a 3d time and passed ; Mr. President, and Messrs 
Baltzell, Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Love, Nuttall, Pope, Priest, Robiou, 
Sanchez, Warren, and Wright — 12 voting for : and Messrs Booth, 
Byrd, and Hunt — 3 against it. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled an act regulating the mode of su- 
ing out writs of error and prosecuting appeals in the court of appeals 
of the territory of Florida, was read a 3d time and passed : Mrt 
President and Messrs Baltzell, Booth, Byrd, Hunt, Love, Nuttall, 
Priest, and Wright — 9 voting for ; and Messrs Cooper, Fitzpatrick, 
Pope, Robiou, Sanchez, and Warren— 6 against it. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act concerning soldiers and 
Seamen," was read a 3d time and passed : Mr. President and Messrs 
Baltzell, Booth, Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Love, Nuttall, Priest, and War- 
ren — 9 voting for ; and Messrs Byrd, Hunt, Pope, Robiou, Sanches, 
and Wright — 6 against it : ordered that the titles be as aforesaid. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act to organize and form a. 
new county in this territory," was read a 3d time and passed : order- 
ed that the title be — " an act to lay out and organize the county of 
Franklin." 

The bill'tobe entitled, " an act amendatory of the several acts cote 
cerning the administration of estates, and the duties of executors, 
administrators, and guadians," was committed to a committee of the 
■whole, Mr. Cooper in the chair, who reported the same with amend- 
ments ; the report was received, the bill read a 3d time and passed ; 
Ordered that the title of the bill be, "an act to amend the several 
acts," &c. 

The House in committee of the whole, Mr. Hunt in the chair, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to be entitled, " an act relating 
to crimes and misdemeanors," — The bill was reported with amend- 
ments, the report was received and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
and read a 3d time to-morrow. 

The House in committee of the whole, Mr. Warren in the chair", 
resumed the further consideration of the bill concerning patrols, the 
bill was reported with amendments, the report was received, Mr. 
Lovemoved that the following be inserted as the first and second sec- 
tions of the bill : 

Be it enacted by the Governor and Legislative council of the terri- 
tory of Florida, That it shail not be lawful for any slave, negro, or 
mulatto, to preach or exhort to any assemblage of slaves, under the. 
name or pretence of uniting in public worship, except it be on his or 
theii owner's or guardian's plantation, and in the presence of at least 
two white persons, who will give satisfactorily assurances of their 
Orderly conduct. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for 
the patrol of any county in this territory, and it is hereby made their 
duty to search for all such assemblages of slaves, and if any they 
find contrary to the true intent of this act, they may disperse such 
unlawful assemblages by moderately whipping such slave, or free 
negro so attempting to preach, or exhort, with a switch, whip, or 
cowskin< not exceeding twenty-nine lashes, and the patrol may also, 
take up and whip any of the hearers or associate slaves, free negroes 
or mulattoes, who may be found not on their owner's or employer's 
tod, and correct them by moderately whipping as above prescribe^. 
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Mess such slaves, free negroes, or mulattoes have ft ticket from theii- 

J teaching™' OT ° VerSeer ' Stati " g that th ^ haTC P~ion te 

ko!!! em0ti r o Wa ! re J ected ' Messrs Baltze «. Hunt, Jones, Love 
Robiou and Sanchez-6 voting for, and Mr. President and Meslrl 

&^ 0Pei '' F " Zpatrick ' Priest > Warren and Wright-7vot?n| 

-« eSSl Tu ema " m °^ ed ^° ins ? rt in the last section Aese words 
except it be by permission m writing from their owner guardian 

kX^iT, whi ?\™s a g«*d to; Mr. President" and Messr" 
fer 3 m ' t2 P at S ck ' Hunt, Love, Robiou, and Sanch'ez-7 vothi" 
for and Messrs Byrd, Cooper, Jones, Priest, Warren, and Wright^ 

^^J^C^™ 0M t0 ^ Wossed^id 

was committed to a committee of the whole, Mr. Fitzpatrick in the 
«iair who reported the same with amendments, the report was re! 
ra:t^Sl kUreada3dtimeand P asSed ' ° ldered S th e a titlt 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

^7, he t ^ 0U ^ ? 6t P, ursuant t0 adjournment and a qJormabeinl Pre- 
ser "> the minutes of yesterday were read. S P 

. Mr. JONES gave notice that he would on some future dav intm- 
river f„ ^f . Mthmi ^ **» Woolen toerrect a toil bn^n a«e 
MfcT^^' alS °' * Mlt0di — **» Darby from 

.Mr. LOVE gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask leave to 
mtroduceabiUtobeenUtled, « an act to provide for the division of 

Resolved, That the auditor of the territory 

for* hereby authorised to purchase new books and furniture 
for the auditor and treasurer's offices, the amount of which shal no? 
exceed eighty dollars, and that he draw upon the treasurer for "he 

noneri P^H from the committee on the state of the territory, re- 
ported a bill to be entitled, " an act to fix the time of holdin- the su- 
penor court m the Western District of tins territory," which was 

Mr. BALTZELL introduced a bill to be entitled, " an act re 
a P fiTs$nne. e PaymeUt ° f ^^ °" P ubIicleto V' which was read 

Mr." POPE from the se l ect committee to whom the petition of 
Mil h and Perry had been referred, reported a bill to be entitled" an 
ac to establish a ferry across the Appalachicola river at Ocheesee > 
which was read a first tune ^cueesee, 

rcKS^^^ 

ztltx^:. roadsand feid ^ ^^^*#a 

entM , ed B «an r a Z cfM LbyIe / Ve ° f theHouse ' ^reduced a bill to be 
Z ""which w t ° T 6n fi danaCt " nin g the 'imitation of ac 
"Say d * fat Um and mad0 the wd8r of *« day for 

i 
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The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act to incorporate a bank fs 
the city of Tallahassee," was read a third Ume and passeed, Messrs 
Baltzeil, Booth, Sanchez, Cooper, Hunt,NuttaU, Pope, gn<£ J.p- 
biou, and ,/Warren-10 voting for, and Messrs Byrd Fitzpatrick, 
Jones, Love, and Wright-5 against 4 ; ordered that the title be, 
" an act to incos-JOrate the central Bank of Florida. <> 

The preambles and resolutions heretofore offered by Messrs driest, 
Pope, and . arren, were ordered to be referred to the committee on 
the state of th. Territory. ; . . , 

Mr WRIGHT from the committee on the judiciary, reported 
back without amendment, a bill » be entitled, " an act to amend an 
act relating to crimes and misdemeanors, committed by slaves, free 
negroes, and mulattoes ,« which was read a 2d time and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow. '. < 

The bill to be entitled, " an act concerning usury," was read a 2d . 
time and committed to a committee of the #iole, Mr. Hunt in the 
chair, who reported the same without amendments. 

The report was received and ..be bill orderad to. be engrossed and 
read a 3d CJie , >Morrow. . 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act to alter the time of hold- 
ing the superior court of Jackson County," was made the order of 
the day for monday next. .. - 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to provide for holding the next 
session of the legislative council in the city of St. Augustine,' was 
read a 2d time and committed to a committee of the whole ; Mr. 
Pope in the chair, who reported the bill with amendments, the report . 
was received, the bill read a 3d t me and passed ; Messrs Booth, 
Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Jones, Pope, , Priest, Robiou Sanchez and 
Warren— 9 for it ; and Mr. President and Messrs Baltzeil, Byrd, 
Hunt, Love, Nuttall, and Wright— 7 a;-ainst it, ordered that the ti- 
tle be as aforesaid. . .j'jJ . /■ 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to amend an act entitled an act for 
the summoning of grand and petit jurors and for other purposes," 
■was read a 2d time and committed to a committee o the whole, Mr. 
Jones in the chair, who reported progressed and asked and obtained 

leave to sit again. ..„,.■ 

The President presented a communication from the acting gover- 
nor in answer to the call made at a former day in relation to the situa- 
tion of the Indians within this Territory, accompanied by certain 
documents, was referred to the committee on the state of the tern- 

'iiie acting gove-nor communicated to the House, that he had ap- 
proved, signed, and filed in .he Secretary's office:— "an act to in- 
corporate the trustees of Q,uincy Academy." 

" An act to incorporate the tejty of Key West 

" An act to incorporate the Gadsden Springs, m Alachua County, 
and to establish aferry on the Suwannee:" and 

" An act to authorise the sale of the real estate of Alexander Adair 

6 Thebill to be entitled, " an act to regulate the fees of certain 
Officers," was read a 3d time, Mr. Byrd moved to strike out all that 
part relating to the fees of justices of the Peace : which was lost; 
Messrs Booth, Byrd, Hunt, Robieu, Sanchez, and Warren— b noting 
for, and Mr. President, and Messrs Baltzeil, Cooper, t ltzpatrick, 
Love, Pope, Priest, and Wright— 8 against it. 

The same gentleman moved to strike out the 8th section of the 
bill which was carried, Messrs Baltzeil, Booth, Byrd, Cooper, Hunt, 
Priest, Robiou, Sanchez, and Warren— 9 voting for, and Mr Pre- 
sident, and Messrs Fitzpr r ck, Jone. , Love, Pope, and Wright—b, 
sgainstitj the^bill as amended was passed; ordered thatthe title qe 



@,s aforesaid. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act regulating judicial proceedings,!* 
was read a second time, and committed to a committee of the -.Thole, 
Mr. Cooper in the chair, who reported progress, and asked and ob- 
tained leave to sit again. 

The bill to be entitled, "an act to amend an act concerning the 
election of members of the legislative council of the territory of Flo- 
rida," was read a 2d time and committed to a committee of the . 
whole, Mr. Jones in the chair, who reported progress, and asked 
and obtained leave to sit again on monday. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to provide for the holding a special 
term of the superior court, for the middle district of Florida, in Ha- 
milton County," was read a 2d and 3d time and passed ; ordered 
that the title be as aforesaid. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Baltzeil, on a former day concern- 
ing the books &e., of the legislative council was read and adopted : 
a bill to be entitled, " an act for the relief of Enock Dudly," was 
read a 2d and 3d time and passed ; ordered that the title be as afore- 
said. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act for the relief of Rebecca Pierce," 
was read a 2d and 3d time and passed ; ordered that the title be as 
aforesaid. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to require incumbrances on pro- 
perty to be made public," was read a second time. 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow 9 o'clock. 

FEBRUARY 3. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment, and a quorum being pre- 
sent, the minutes of yesterday were read. 

Mr. BOOTH introduced a bill to be entitled, " an act to amend 
the several acts incorporating the Bank of west Florida," which was 
read a first time. 

M\ JONES from the committee on elections reported a bill to be 
entitled, " an act concerning the election of members of the legisla- 
tive council," which was read a first time and ordered to a 3d reading 
on monday next. 

The same gentleman introduced the following bills, which were 
severally read a first time. 

A bill to authorise John Wooten to erect a toll bridge over little 
river in Gadsden Count'-, and a bill to-provide for taking the census 
of the territory of Florida, with a view t •> the more equal appor- 
tionment of its representation, which was made the order of the day 
lor tuesday next. 

Mr. COOPER introduced a bill to be entitled, " an act to prevent 
the future migration of free ne a roes, or mulattoes, into this territory 
and for other purpr es," which was read a first time and ordered to 
a 2d reading on monday next. 

Mr. JONES introduced a bill concerning auction duties, which 
was read a first time. 

Mr. ROBIOU presented a petition from sundry citizens of Duval 
County, praying to be added to the county of St. Johns, which was 
read and referred to the. committee on the state of the territory. 

Mr. WARREN presented several petitions from the citizens of' 
Duvai and St. Johns' counties, irc opposition to the foregoing, which 
were read and referred to the committee. 

Mr. BOOTH introduced a bill to authorise a lottery in the county, 
of Franklin, which was read a first time and ordered to a 2d reading 
on Wednesday next ; also, a bill to amend and explain an act enti- 
tled, " an act to authorise the laying out a, road from the Appaiachi- 
<K> »V 1Ver t0 1Vlai " riarma >" which was read a first time. 

Mr. POPE presented a petition from various citizens of Jackson, 
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county, praying the repeal of the law, making spring, or Robinson%. 
spring creek a navigable stream," which was read and referred to tha> 
committee on the state of the territory. 

Mr. WRIGHT from the committee on the judiciary reported a- 
bill to be entitlud, " an act relative to insolvent debtors," which was- 
read a first time and ordered to a 2d reading on monday next. _ 

Mr. HUNT made the following report ---The select committee 
to whom was referred the petition of the Wardens of Christ's Church 
in rhe city of Pensacola, have had the same under consideration, 
and have ascertained that the corporation obtained credit from me- 
chanics and others, for the labour &c. done on the church, to the 
amount of $2,363, and as the creditors are urging their claims, no 
alternative is left the said Wardens, but the sale of the church.—- 
The committee therefore, have thought it but just to recommend the 
passage of the accompanying bill for their relief. 

The bill is entitled, "an act for the relief of Christ's Church w 
the city of Pensacola," which was read a first time and ordered to ft 
2d reading on tuesday next. . 

The President presented the following communication from Ui* 

acting governor: EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

February 2d 1832. 
Sir— I return the bill entitled, " an act to incorporate the commis- 
sioners for Shell Point," rejected. The object of this bill is 
alledged to be, to regulate the fisheries of Shell Point, and compel 
those who fish, to bury or burn the offell of their fish, &c. which 
is now often left on the shores to the injury and annoyance of those 
who reside wiar them. If any act is necessary, a general law apply- 
ing to all fisheries similary situated, inflicting penalties or punish- 
ments for such negligence would be preferable. Such a law might 
perhaps be useful, but petty corporations like this will soon be found 
to be greater nuisances than those they are intended to prevent or a- 
bate. I consider them obnoxious to our republican institutions.— 
Besides, and especially, this bill is a restriction upon a highly valu- 
able, natural privilege of our citizens ; I object to it, as delegating 
to the commissioners too extentive powers without any regulation, 
and without prescribing any means of redress, if they should abuse 
their power, or of correction,if they should act erroneously. Inmy 

communication to the House on the ultimo, rejecting the bill t<* 

incorporate Ross' springs, I stated the principles and reasons tully, 
which govern me in this decision, and it is not necessary to repeat. 

^Signed) JAMES'S, WESTCOTT, Jr. 

Hon. A. Bellamy, 

President of the legislative council. 

The acting governor communicated to the House, that he had -ap- 
proved, signed and filed in the secretary's office, the following acts: 

" An act to prevent our citizens trading with the Indians, ana ioi 
other purposes." T , A tvt 

"An act to establish the rate of pilotage for St. Johns and Nas- 
sau rivers." 

The act to incorporate commissioners for Shell Point, was recon- 
sidered and rejected :— Messrs Booth, Cooper, Love, Pope, rtomou, 
Warren, and Wright— 7 voting for, and Mr. President and Messrs 
Baltzell, Byrd, Fitzpatrick, Hunt, Jones, Priest, and Sanchez— 8 vo- 
ting against it. , 

Mr. BYRD from the committee on enrolled bills, reported cor- 
rectly enrolled. „ , , . , . ., „„ 

" An act to organise a Comity to be called Columbia, and for oiite, 

purpesfe' 









*' An act to amer.d a« act, entitled an act to raise a revenue for tM 
territory of , Florida." 

. _" An act to prohibit the county courts from levying taxes in cer* 
tain eases." 

" An act for the relief of Willim Hall." 

" An act concerning solders and ssamen." 

. " An act to amend an act establishing a ferry over the Suwannee 
river ;" and 

" An act to organise and regulate the militia of the territory of 
Florida." 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to amend the several ftets relative 
to roads and bridges," was read a 3d time and passed : ordered that 
the title be, " an act in addition to the several act &c." 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to amend an act; relating to crimes 
and misdemeanors, committed by slaves, free negroes, and mulat- 
toes," was read a 3d time and passed : ordered that the titlebe afore- 
said. 

The House in committee of the whole, Mr. Cooper in the chair, 
resumed the further consideration of anact regulating judicial proceed- 
ings, the bill was reported with amendments ; the report was re- 
ceived, Mr. Fitzpatrick then moved to postpone it until the 4th July 
aext, which was lost — Messrs Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Pope, Priest,. 
Robiou, Sanchez, and Warren — 7 voting for, and Mr. President 
and Messrs Baltzell, Booth, Byrd, Hunt, Jones, Love, ~ Nuttall, and 
Wright — 9 against it. Ordered that the bill as amended be read a 3d 
time on tuesday next. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to incorporate a company to be 
called the St. Andres and Chipola canal company," was committed 
to a committee of the whole, Mr. Love in the chair, who reported 
the bill with amendments ; the report was received ; the bill as a- 
tnended, read a 3d time and passed. Ordered that the title be as 
aforesaid. 

The bill to be entitled, "an act authorisiug George Fisher Sen., 
to. build a mill dam and lock across the Ocklocknee river, and for 
Bther purposes," was read a 2d time. 

On motion of Mr. Nuttall, the petition of John Carruthers, here, 
lofore referred to the committee on claims, by said committee repor- 
ted back to the House, was referred to a select committee : Messrs 
Nuttall, Byrd, and Pope, were appointed. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to incorporate ths town of Ochee- 
tsee," was read a 2d and 3d time and passed. Ordered that the title 
be as aforesaid. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to establish a ferry across the Ap- 
palachicola river, at Ocheesee," was read a 2d and 3d time and pas- 
sed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Fitzpatrick on yesterday, providing 
for books and furniture for the treasurer and auditors offices, was 
read and adopted. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act respecting the payment of postage 
©n public letters," was read a 2d time. 

The President presented a letter from Charles Austin, esquire 
treasurer, which was read and laid on the table. 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

_ FEBRUARYS 

1 he House met pursuant to adjournment, and a quorum being pre- 
sent; the minutes of yesterday were read. 

, ^J LOVE introduced a bill to be entitled " an act to provide for 
the division of estates," which was read a first time and made the 
prefer of the day for tuesday next. 

J. Be same gentleman presented ths petition of Iiaack Dykes, pray. 




teg to be divorced from his wife Nicy Dykes, which was read and re- 
ferred to the select coniniittee on divorces. 

The same disposition was made of a petition presented by Mr. 
Byrd. from Alfred Evans, praying to be divorced from his wife Eliza- 
beth. 

The resolution following was offered by Mr Jones, read and laid 
on the table. 

Resolved, That our Delegate in Congress, 

be requested to use his exertions in obtaining the passage of a law of 
Congress, increasing the per diem allowance of the members of the 
future legislative conncil of Florida. 

Mr. NCJTTALL offered the following resolution which was read 
and laid on the table : 

Resolved, That the council chamber be 

placed under the care of the commissioner of Tallahassee, during the 
recess of the council, for the toe of divine service. 

Mr. BYR.D offered the resolution following, which was read and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to 

Superintend the printing of the Militia laws be instructed to contract' 
foi the printing the laws in force regulating patrols. 

Mr. LOVE from the committee on claims, to whom had been refer- 
red the petition of William La Prade, made the following report : 

The committee on claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
William La Prade, having had the same under consideration, are de- 
cidedly of opinion that his motives of charity will be justly apprecia-> 
ted — and that in order to get sure pay. he must exercise patience, as 
Well as charity. — The report was unanimously concurred in. 

Mr BOOTH from the committee on the state of the territory, to 
'whom had been referred the petition of sundry citizens of Jackson 
county, reported a bill to be entitled, " an act to declare spring creels 
Comoniy called Robinson's spring creek in Jackson county, a naviga- 
ble stream," which was read a first time and ordered to be Tead a 2d 
time on tuesday next. 

The President presented the following communication from the act- 
lie governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, ) 
February 4th 1832. J 

Sitt — I return to the council rejected, the bill entitled, " an act for 
the relief of Willim Hal!,"— Mr. Hall by this bill is exonerated from 
the payment of $370, which he owes to the territory as sheriff and 
tax collector of Washington county for taxes, received by him, o( the 
year 1830 and part ot '31, on the ground that he lost his pocket, book 
containing said taxes in June last. Mr. Hall has no doubt been unfor- 
tunate as is alledged, but this allowance to him will establish a dan- 
gerous precedent, and its consequences must be injurious.Oofficers in» 
trusted with public money will be less careful of it, if they have rea- 
Son to expect a release under circumstances like thosa presented in 
this case, and I fear, also, that it would encourage the presentation of 
false and fraudulent petitions for release. I have noticed on reading 
the preamble to the bill, that part of the money lost, has been due to 
the territory, and should have been paid to the territory several months 
previously. This of itself, would induce, to the rejection of the bill. 
I am, sir, with great respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr> 

The consideration of the act was postponed until monday next. 
The acting governor informed the House, that he had approved* 
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i'mned and filed in the secretary's office the following acts : 

-An act concerning the tax collectors and treasurers ot this terrf* 

^. An act to organise aniregulate the militia of the territory of Ffe- 

,;id " An act to amend an act to raise a revenue for the territory of Flo- 

Tid " An act to amend an act establishing a ferry on the Suwannee." 
" An act concerning soldiers anil seamen. • ,./•„ „» 

» An act to provide for the collection ol>d g ements against free ne- 
groes and other persons therein named." 
a ° An act to organise a county to be called Columbia, and for other 

P " P Anact'to prohibit the county courts from levying taxes in certain 

Ca Tnecons,deration of the engrossed bill, to be entitled, •' an act re- 
latin" to crimes and misdemeanors," A-as postponed. 

Thebilltobeentitkd, - an act to amend the several acts incorpo- 
rating the bank of west Florida,?' was postponed until tuesday next , 
of the bill to be entitled, 'an act concerning executors, *1- 
dav ; and the consideration of the bill to be entitled ■' an act to lequue 
Smbrances on property to beirade public," and the bd. Wg>S 
the payment of postage on public letters, was po|poned ttnt.l mon^y . 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act lor the relief o< Jjjom* 

Brown lid Frederick Weedon," was read a third time and pas- 

fed Messrs Booth, Byrd, Hunt, Jones, Nuttall, Robiou Sanchez, and 

' Warren— 8 voting for, and Messrs Cooper, Love Pope, Priest, ana 

W i»ht-5votin|againstit. Ordered that the t.tle be as aforesaid- 

The engrossed biS to be entitled, - an act to amend an act concern. 
mgpatrolf," was read a third time, and recommitted to a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Love in the chair, who reported the same without 
amendments; this report was received, the bill read aga.n and pas- , 
sed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid. , 

The bill authorising John Wooten to erect a toll bridge over little 
river in Gadsdcncounty," was read a 3d time. . . 

The bill to amend and explain, " an act to authorise the laying ou 
a road from the Appalachicola river to Mananna," was lead a M antf 
3d time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The bill to be entitled, "an act to incorporate the Leon rail load 
company;" wasread a ad time, and committed to a committee ot the 
S bX Mr. Warren in the chair, who reported the b,!l with amend, 
mints, the report was received, and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time on monday. s , . , " 

The bill concerning auction duties, was read a second time and or- 
dered to be read a third tune on monday. The bill entitled, ' an ac, 
author sing George Fisher Sen. to bund a mill dam and lock across 
the oUloeknee river, and for other purposes," wasreada third time 
and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The House tlien adjourned until monday nest. FEBRXJARy ^ 

The House met pursuant to adjournment and a quorum being 'pre- 
sent, the minutes of Saturday were read. 

Mr. ROBIOU introduced a bill to be entitled, '■ an act to establish 
a ferrv across the St. Johns river," which was read a first time. 

Mr POPE introduced a bill to be entitled, "an act to revise and 
amend the several acts of this territory relative to justices ot the peace, 
which was read and referred to committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. NUTT A EL introduced the following resolution, which waa 
read and adopted : . , 

Resolve©, That the accompanying bill ol 






charges agaipgt fe commissioner of Tallahassee in favor of John, % 
Duval >:'sqr,' be referred to the committee on f liiiince; 

Mr! "BOOTH introduced the following resolution, which read and 
adopted : . ,. . 

1{e solved, That the committee on thejuaici-. 

ary 'be instructed io enquire into the expediency of the formation ot a 
new judicial district to he composed of the counties of J ckson Fay J 
ette, FranKi'm,' and Uadsdeh,' and that said, cbmrnittee have leave to 
report by memorial or otherwise. 

Mr. WRIGHT offered the resolution following, which was read 
and adopted . 

Resolved, That no new bill shall be intro- 
duced after wgctnes^aj (text, Air; President arid Messrs Byrd, Cooper, 
Hunt" Jones, Love. Nuttali, Priest, Warren and Wright— 10 voting 
'ibffi, and-\Iessrs.Ba/ltz,e,U, Booth, Firtp.atric,k, Rope, Robiqn, and San- 
chez— C) against it. „ . , . ,. , , •, 

ajr. P-liJEJiT pffered ;he foUownig resolution, winch was laid 0.0 
ita-fable. . . 

' Beso.lved, That our Delegate in -Longress 

be requested to use tys exertions in procuring an increase of the mem- 
bers of the legislative council, 'so astb'aliow ah additional member to 
the counties of Alachua ah'i Oolumbia. '' '.>.'.'. 

' |if soLjEfl tether, "'That a, copy of this 

resolution be forwarded to our Delegate. : ' 

Mr.' ijpp.TH offered the resolution following, which was read and 
adopted ; 

iiesolved. That the committee on the state 

of "tlie territory be discharged IV qm the further consideration of the 
subject of tte removal of tlielnciians within pur territory, and th'.at the 
same be referred'to the corrirniltee oh the judiciary. 

The act •' for the relief of William 'Hall;' rejected bx the acting 
governor on the 4tli instant, w,"as ' reconVidered and passetj. Messrs, 
Baltzeli, Booth, Cooper, Hunt, Jones,' Love, rVJiitUill! Pope, priest, 
Rpbiou.'ahd Warren— 11 voted 'for, and jlr. President and, Messrs 
Byrd, Fifzpatrick.'J-ianchez, and Wright— 5 against if. 

Mr. President prensenied a letter (torn the acting governor closing 
<me frorniVlr. Baldw n, with proposals for 'stitching the laws of this 
session which was read and referred to trie committee on printing 

1 The president presented a coinmunication from the acting gbvernnov 
With a letter'frorri the sub-agent of Indians, D. M. Sheffield, vyhicli 
was read and referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The acting governor made the' following communication to the 
Hpuse, whibh was read. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, ? 
February &h 1832, \ 
g IR — I return to the council " an act enlitlei) an act for the relief of 
Samuel Crosby." I am'nbt satisfied'of "tlie justice of his claim, and I 
caniiot consent to any law taking money from the treasury, unless the 
propriety of it is clear and unquestionable. The claim is predicated 
upon the ground that the territory recovered a judgment against hira 
fdfrenl of a tenement at SfMaiks,whic!i he alledges was private pro 
p.erty, arid rented by the commissioner ihrbugh mistake. All the 
bnildiri'gV&c. at fet.Marks, wereturnedoverby fh-e War Department 
severalyears since, to the care and temporary use of the territory- MP 
the ground occupied by the Fort and appurtenant to it, there can be 
no private tenement, as no person had'a right to build there, and the 
commissioner had authority to rent all such, tenements under the Jaw, 




ariJMr, Croslry. to fee oil lie rented. If lis didnot it was his owl 
fault. Under all the circutiistahces of the fcase I conceive it. thy fluty to, 
reject the bill, 

Very respectfully, sir. 

Your obedient Servant, -_ , 

.UMES t). WESTCOTT, Jr. 
The gtet was reconsidered arid -passed ; Messrs Baltzeli, Bdotb, 
, 'Byrd, Gbdper.'Hurit, Love, Nuttali, Po'pe, Priest, Warre'n, arid /'fight 
—1.1 voting for; and Mil. president Messrs Fltzjjatric'k,iTObes, Ro'btou, 
tirirj Sanchez — 5 against it. mt 

Mr. LOVE introduced a bill to Be entitled, "ail 'actio prfiverit Ha> 
isance's on the Shores of fisheries,"' which was read a first time' 

Mr. President presented a communication froth the acting govdriibr 
enclosing one from the treasurer, whifaii wits read arid referred to the 
committee on, Finance. 

Mr BYRI) from the cdrtlmMee bh enrolled bills, repbrted'cbrrectly 
enrolled. 
'' Ah Set for the felfef of Uelreeca "Plerde." 
" Ah acttb lay biit arid br$8MsTi-tfie cdiihty of 'Ffatrlllm." 
" An act to provide for holding the next IseSsIbb of the legislative 
council of this territory in (lie city of St. Aiigusfine, arid for dtlier 
jiiirpos'es, and at such place thereafter as the te'gfs'lative cbuhcil may 
direct." 

" Ahacf for the relief of Eiiock Dtjdly." 
. " Ah acttb a'uthori'se'tiie Sale df dertSnYfeaT estate of William Sarl- 
deis dec'd." 
' A" act in addition to the several acts relative to roads and bridges." 
•' An act to organise a county to be called the county of Fayette," 
" .An act to incorporate the town of Ocheesee^ji and 
" An act to provide for the holding a speciaiterm of the superior 
courtfor the middle. district of Florida, in Hamilton county." 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an actconqe'rhirlg usury. ". was 
read a 3d time and passed : Messrs Baltzell v BoQth, Fitzpatrick, fiurit, 
..Tones, Priest, Itobiou, Sanchez, and. Wrigh't— 9 votirig for., and Mr. 
President arid Messrs Byrd, Cooper, Love, Nuttali, Pope, arid Warren 
—7 against it : ordered that, the title be, " an act rbgufatihg the rate 
of interest." 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act relating to crimes arid 
misdemeanors," .was read aSdtime arid passer) : Mi;. 'President and 
Messrs Baltzeli, Booth, Byrd, Cooper, Love, Suttall, Pope, Priest, arid 
\Vright— 10 voting for, and Messrs Fitzpatriok, Jones, Rbbibu, San- 
chez, and Wairen—S against it. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, "ah act to incorporate ifie'Leoh 
rail road company," was read a.3d time and passed: Messrs Baltzeli, 
Byi-d, Cooper,. Love, Nuttali, Pope, Priest, Sanchez, Warren, and 
Wright— 1Q voting for, and Mr. President and Messrs Fitzpatrick, 
Jone3, and ilbbiou— 4 against it: ordered that the title Be as alore- 
Sajff.. ,._ 

The' bill to be entitled, " an aef concerning flfe election of members 
of the legislative council," was recommitted to a committee of the 
whole. Mr. Jones in chair, who. reportedthe bill With ariieiidmerifs, 
the report was received ; Mr. Wright moved to strike, diit the 4tih 
section which was lost :. Mr., -President and Messrs. Bbofli, Byrd, 
Hunt, Love,. Nuttali, and Wright— 7 voting for, and Messrs Baifzell, 
Cooper. Fitzpatrick. Jones, Pope, Triest, R.ob'ura, Sanchez, arid War. 
ren — 9 against it. 

Mr BOOTH moved to strike out so much of the 2nd section Sb 
require the votes to be given viva voce, which was carred : Messrs 
Baltzeli, Booth, Byrd, Hunt, Love, Pope, EbMou, Sanchez, and 



WriWif-9 voting for, and Mr. Pie ident and Messrs Cooper, Fit*- 
bat Trk Jones, Nuttall, Priest, and Warren— 7 against it. • 

The bill was then passed : Messrs BaltzeH, Coopei, Fitzpatnek, 
love Pone Priest, Robiou, Sanchez, and Warren— 9 voting for, and 
Mr President and Messrs Booth, By.q, Hunt, Jones, Nuttall, and 
Wright— 7 against it : ordered that the title be, ■" an act in addition to 
an act concerning the election," &c. . ; ; ">, . 

Mr WARREN moved a reeonsideraUon of the vote, which was 
agreed to : and the further consideration postponed until to-morrow. 

"'Flic bifcto be 'entitled, " an act to authorise Fansh Carter, beaton 
Grantianf? and the heirs of Charles Williamson deed., to build a 
draw bridge over the St. Marks river, was read a 3d t.me and lost 

■ he billto be entitled, » an act concerning executors," was read a 
2d "time and referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act respecting the payment of postage 
on public letters," was read a third time and passed: ordered that the 

'"The bM ["authorise John Wooten to erect a toll bridge over little 
river, 'in Gadsden county, was read a third time and passed : ordered 
that the title be as aforesaid. ;. . - . „ 

The bill to be entitled, » an act to prevent the further migration of 
free negroes, or mulattoes into this territory and for other purposes, 
was committed to a committee of the whole, Mr. Hunt in the chair, 
who reported the same with amendments: the report was received 
and the bill ordered to be engrossed and read a 3d time to-morrow. 

The Bouse then adjourned until to-morrow 9 o clock. 



FEBRUARY 7. 
The House met plfaiani to adjournment, the minutes of yesterday 

were read.. , , ., , . - 

Mr LOVE gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask leave to in- 
troduce a billto be entitled, '■ an act to incorporate the trustees for 
Bethel Academy in Gadsden county " . . ■ 

Mr. BALTZELL introduced the bills following, which were sever- 
ally 'read a first time. ■ 

A. bill to provide for the election of the sounty seat of Jackson coun- 
ty 

A bill to amend an act to regulate proceedings in chancery, and a 
bill to amend an act to provide for the compilation and publication ot 
all the statutes of this Territory. 

Mr NUTTALL introduced a bill to be entitled, an act in addition 
to the act for the relief of the heirs of .William Argyle," which was 

read a first time "•',.,., j- t c 

Mr. JONE3 introduced a bill to be entitled, "an act to divorce John 
Darby from his wife Teresa," which was read a first time. 

Mr WRKiHT from the committee on the judiciary, to whom the 
subject had on yesterday been referred, reported a memorial addressed 
to Congress for the removal of the Indians within the territory, which 
was read and adopted. Ordered that the clerk forward a copy ot the 
same, with a copy of the cxeeutiv e communication on trie same su eject, 
to rhe Delegate from the territory, and the speaker of the House ot 
Representatives, . 

The President presented the following communication from the act- 
ing governor, in relation to the request made by him on a former day 
fo? information upon vvh'ch certain private bills were founded,— which 
was read. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, 

February 6th 1832. 
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; "Sir — On the 30th ultinio, I addressed a communication to the ojHHiiV 
«il. stating that it was necessary for the proper consideration of four 
eeriniii divorce bills passed by the council, that the documents ant! 
evidence upon which said bills were fonnded, should be furnished to 
ma ; and an order of the council for that purpose, vvas respectfully re- 
quested, and it was likewise suggested as proper that this course should 
be pursued in all cases of private bills, predicated upon testimony ad- 
duced to the House. By a letter from the chief clerk of the council da- 
ted the 24th ultimo, lam inf rmed that the council had considered that 
communication, and had directed him to apprise me that " they declin- 
ed the request." This request was made in the belief, still entertained, 
that the express order of the House 'was proper, if not necessary, to ob> 
taiii the papers asked for, aa they were not communicated with the bille 
to which they were appurtenant ; and that the consideration of such ' 
documents and evidence was unquestionably among the powers dele- 
gatidto. and the duties imposed upon the governor by the Organic 
Jaws. The difference of opinion between the council and myself on 
this subject lias left, ma no alternative betwoen the violation of the most 
conscientious convictions of duty, and the rejection not only of the 
bills mentioned, but all others of similar character. A justification might 
perhaps be found for declining to act on the bills, and for retaining 
them until i he papers properly appurtenant to them, were furnished', 
but this would be a course calculated to excite discoid, and disturb the 
harmony that ought to exist between the legislative council and the 
governor, and should therefore be avoided. I regard the governor im- 
periously bound before deciding whether to approve or reject any bill, 
to investigate for himself, in regard /o thmfocts upon which it is predi- 
cated, and also its details as well as its™neral policy ; and I cannot, 
. therefore yield to the council the exclusive power of judging of the for- 
mer. 

The Organic laws are the source of all the powers of the gover- 
nor & of the legislative council. Since the decision of the council I 
have attentively examined them, but I do not discover any provision 
restricting the objections of the governoi in negativing bills to those o(" 
a general .character or to constitutional grounds The 'first Organic 
act passed March 30th 1822, gave the governor in addition to his exeeu'- 
t!ve powers an unqualified negative on all the laws without assigning 
his reasons therefor. After declaring that the legislative power should 
be vested in ike governor and legislative council, the act provides that 
" the governor by and with the advice and ci nsent of the sard legisla- 
•" tive council, or a majority of them shall have power to alter, modify, 
"or repeal the laws winch may be in force" &c. As no regulations 
are prescribed as to the manner in which he should exercise the power 
-thus conferred, the conclusion I have stated must be correct, as it can- 
not be supposed it was intended he should have a seat and vote in the 
council. The act of March 3d 1823, now in force, more distinctly de- 
fines his duties. By it he is vested with all the executive power as in 
the former act The 5th section prescribes " that the legislative power 
" shall be vested m the governor and in thirteen fit persons &c, to be 
sailed a legislative council," and in the 6th section it is directed "that 
'■ every bill which shall have passed the legislative council, shall before 
" it become a law be presented to the governor, if he approves it, he 
*' shall sign it, and if not he shall return it with his objections in writing 
|| to the legislative council, who shall enter the objections at large on 
^ then journal and proceed to reconsider it ; if after such reconsi'dera- 
« !j,°" wn" th ' rds tne raembera of the ieg'slative council agree to pass 
"'I ifcc it hecomesalaw-" If Congress intended to confine the 
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powers of the governor to the rejection of bills on general grounds only, 
it would have been so expressly stated in the law. The governor' '» 
legislative powers are delegated in the very same words as those of the 






council, and consulting the terms of theOrganic law, tie 13 a co-6'rar- 
fiateand co-equal branch of the legislature, with the council. 

No aid is to be obtained for the construction placed on the Organic 
laws by which the powers of the governor are thus limited.' by refer-- 
tsnee to tlie general government, or those of any of the states.- Our terri- 
torial government is of an anomalous character, in several respects, 
but especially ; s it peculiar in vesting legislative power in the governor. 
The President of the -United States is clothed with no powers but of 
Dhtxecuiive character. " All' legislative power" is declared by the con- 
stitution of the United States to be vested in a Congress to consist of a ■ • 
Senate and HoUse of Representatives.-. The Constitutions of the State's 
are mostly similar in this respect'. No analogy is, however, to.be 
found in any of them to our government. The power of veto by the 

* President under the regulations prescribed by the constitution, must be 
of an executive character merely. It is different in this from the pow- 
ar of the goventorof Florida, fn considering and deciding upon bills 
he acts in his legislative capacity. This conclusively follows Worn the 
fact that no other mode is prescribed by wliich he can exercise the le* 
gistalive powers bestowed upon him. and the supposition thirl! the ex- 
pr;>ss in vestifurcdf the governor with such powers, in two successive 
Taws, was made with ah intention that he should not act as a legislator, 
involves an absurdity hot to be imputed tq Congress. 
! But conceding that the power of reto.in the 'governor of Florida is 
governed by the satire rules that governs the exercise of that power by 
the President of the United States, and I am hold'te ask where is to be 
found the authority for such restriction upon tlie powers of the Presi' 
rlent. It most certainly is ntjkcontaihed in the Constitution of life U. 
States- 'It cannot be deduce™ from any practice in this or 'any other 
country, fof.nbiie such has existed. No admitted axiom in the science 
of government. can be cited to support it. nor am I aware that any wri- 
ter'ofackfiowledgedauttority has ever contended for such restriction, as a 
judicious or salutary rule, and I amtherefore much inclined to cons* 
cr it is one of those attempted encroachments by the legislative vpoh 
the executive power, the danger of which is so forcibly and eloquently 
ehownby den. Hamilton, in the 73d and 74th number of 'the Fedei-al- 
istin discussing and defending this very right of veto by the President. 
The strict scrutiny made with reaped to facts, and the great care ob- 
served in regard Co details, and particularly urprivale bills before they 
can pass both houses of Congress, render it improbable that occasion 
should" arise for the rejection of a bill oh any but general giounds. In 
a body composed of few members— under a government recently, es- 
tablished aud the laws necessarily unsettled—their time of session very 
limited— without the corrective of another house, cases often aride 
where the exercise of such power unrestricted by any fa'nciM, theore- 
tical notions would be indispensably necessary. ,,.,.• 

I am totally at a loss to conjecture the principles of policy, which dic- 
tate that the power of veto should be thus fettered and restrained. It 
does not add to the power of the executive. It ex-poses him to no ad- 
ditional temptations nor does it afford liitfi greater facilities to act with 
iiWpiopfiet'v If determined to reject a bill right or wrong, he would 

-look for his objections not amongst the facts, but in rules of general pcr- 
H'cv The former are susceptible Of but little Thspute, while the latter 
are 'sources of never ending contention. It is be lleved the genertl 
effects of tho exorcise of this power wtfuld be sarutary. It would tend 
at least to restrain the eatMlits legisfurcendi <Sf otir republican legisla- 

' Nor can I ittiagine any rule of" courtesy which reqiiii'es (he Conceit 
sion to the coulicTl of the exclusive right to decide upon facts and details' 
It is respectfully entjuired, what isthe difference of discourtesy in q nis- 
t"«niDgttiepfaprietv of their' acts-, upon .general fiwotples and upec 
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tla'ads and tacts There is no disrespect to the council in an ezciutkk 
performing his duty, although they may differ in judgment. " Nor dot 
think principles of mere punctilho and etiquette should be ui-ed to 
control an executive in the discharge of his duties under this republic , 
goveinment Ours is not a government of forms and ceremohiri They 
are abhorrent to thegenius of our institutions: With me "the fulfilment of 
he obligations of oflicial du.y are paramount to ail such con S 
and with the utmost respect lor the council, whenever these ohllgaS 
jnd these considerations come into collision, the latter will be disie 
garcled. " ' '-■■■ W ls - le 

"If'-the governor possesses the right to look at the facts.and details <fcto 

wect for want of satistactory proof of facts, he shou d L fm'ni'shed 

the papers and evidence, arid with-holding thein might' be in tlv con 

sidered a departure from courtesy on the'other side! The two' Hone, 

Of Congress pursue a libera course tovvards each other in this ,¥ S p ec , 

111 Jefersons' manual p. jfc5, it is said "when bills passed in one 

house and sent to the other, are grounded on special [acts rellhZ 

proof, ,t 1S usual either by message or at a conference to ask bounds 

and evidences ; and this evidence whether arising out df$SE£ « 

Propriety of a bill passed by the IJouse. /have not refuse? my £L° 
tLM a ™ embK, '° * lhe Co "«cil, a doubt would have caused^ S 
hyevoiownbme. I he concession involved in this distinction, Ml 
tha.Icanmake, tend.ng to impair' the power of the gdvernbr Th 
council must be aware that while a respectful consideration will be paid 
to the,,- decision, ,t cannot control the governor. - The different branched 
of the government are. On such questions, of necessity S 
pendent . Kegard. Df jffi subjects one of primary dpot&cf Ihte 
thought t due to the boUncfl and to myself to^makethis F eipo"itio/i and 
explanations of the reasons for the course' I have Pursued I TL h„ 
persona feelings, but I feel bound ,0 prevent" n? t^LJ eh each- 
. le it upon the rights and duties of the office vrith whi|^am te mpora 
rily en trusted. Convinced that the 'restriction coiitehded Jb ™ ? ut J 
council, is proper and legal, I will .eadily relinquish IhefoVer cffill 
as belonging to that office.but otherwise J ian only Uj£Zdmlf<£ 
of opinion with thecouncil. I retain* tile bills above mentioned n^ 
informed of the ultimate decision of the council, on thSsub^t " " 
yery respectfully, ■•* T 

"Your most obedient servant, 

tt . r. ,, JAAJES O. WF.STCOTT lr 

Hon. A. Bel/aray. • ■ " .M 1 *> *',i 



k Thereupon Mr. Booth offered the following resolutiol]) w!)ich WM 

Resolved, That ths evidence on which all bills nf rH™,™ 
dicated, passed by the legislative council, XrW th,^ pv^'Zr' 
be torwarded to the acting governor ^ P lesei « session,, 

^M, WHtOHT then offered the gamble and resolution follow, 

the^Se'^St^fesS^^, 1 !: 6 aCd " g *°™™' «* 
* :t ,cyiaenccreqmra!, therefore 'resolved/ that the eTid,en 8 e on whiri 
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P li bills of divorce were f redicated, parted fethe l#lutire council 
during its present session, be forwarded to the acting governor-v L . ch 
was lost. Mr. President, and Messrs. Booth, Fitzpatnek, Hum, Nut- 
tall, Pope, Robiou and Wright,-8 voting for.; and Messrs. BaltzeH, 
Byrd, Cooper, Jones, Love, Priest, Sanchez, and Warren-S agaiiul- 

' Mr. BYP.J3 from the committee on enrolled bills, reported correctly 

enrolled. irt , . ~. ., „ 

•-' An act to'incorporate the centralBank of Florida." _ ■ 

» An act to establish a ferry across the Appalaclncola river at U~ 

Ch "Ta act tp amend an act authorising the laying out a road from the 
Appa'.acnicolarivertoMarianna." 

"An act authorising George Fishei Sen., to build a mill dam and 
lock across the Ocklocknee river and for other purposes. . 
* "An act to amend an act relating 'to crimes and misdemeanors, 
.committed by slaves, free negroes, and mulattoes." 

" An act to amend act concerning patrols." i . 

" An act amendatory of the several acts, concerning the adminis- 
tration of estates, and the duties of executors, administrators, and 
guai^ians^ an ^ ^.j ^ Thomag Biwn and Frederick Wee;. 

1 °The engrossed bill to be entitled, " an act to prevent the future mi- 
oration of free-negroes and mulattoes, into this territory and for other 
purposes," was read a third time, and passed, ordered that the title 
be as aforesaid. ;, . 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to require encumbrances on proper-, 
tv to be made public," was read a 3d time and lost. . 

The bill to be entitled, " an act directing the method of proceeding, 
against absent debtors, and oilier absent defendants, and on attach- 
ments ao-ainst absconding debtors," was read a second time and com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole; Mr. Cooper m the ciiair, who 
reported the s9|| with amendments, the report was received and Hie 
bill ordered toWengrossed and read a 3d time to-morrow. 

The bill concerning the summoning of jurors, was ordered to be 
committed to the whole, on to-morrow. . 

Mr. WARREN introduced a bill to be entitled, "an act regulating 
the mode of voting in this territory," which was read a first time. 
' The bill to be entitled, " an act in addition to an act concerning the 
election of members of the legislative council," was reconsidered and 
passed ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 
Mr. VlTZPATRICK offered the resolutio 

•read and adopted : ' 

Resolved, That if any member shall quit this House without leave 
of the President, the sergeant at arms shall be. ordered forthwith tour- 
rcst such member, and bring him back into the. House, and such 
member shall be fined five dollars for every such offence. 

Mr. BALTZELL introduced a bill to be entitled, "an act to alter 
the southern and western boundary line of Jackson county," which 
was read a. first, 2d and 3d time, and passed : ordered that the title 
be as aforesaid. ' . ' 

The President presented the following communication from the 
acting governor, , 

Sik— I return to the council the bill entitled, "an act to alter the 
southern boundary of Jackson county." The bill is too uncertain 
and vame in the designation of the new line, 

- the boundaries of Jackson coun- 
l discover an error which render? 



"ion following, which was* 



Upon looking at the law defining tl>. 
i.v, approved October 29th 1S28. 1 1 
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it proper to define anew the whole sout!: western Una. One portieivof 
the boundary is declared to be the line " dividing the 12th and ilJtti 
ranges of townships." This absurdity should be corrected. 

(Signed) JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 

Hon. A. Bellamy, 

Pres't. legislative council. 
The act was reconsidered and the foregoing offered by Mr. BaltzeH 
a.s a substitute. 

The bill to be entitled, " an act to amend»an aft concerning the li- 
mitation of actions," was read a 2d time and committed to a commit- 
tee of the whole, Mr. Sanchez in the chair, who reported the bill 
without amendments: the bill was lost, on the question of agreeing 
to the report; Messrs BaltzeH, Jones, Nuttall, Pope, Robiou, and 
Warren— 6 voting for, and Mr. President and Messrs Booth, Byrd 
Cooper, Fit*patnck, Hunt,Lo¥e, Priest, Sanchez, and Wright— 10 
voting against it. 

The bill to be entitled, "an act regulating judicial proceedings'* 
■•as read a 3d time and lost :— Messrs BaltSJell, Bwth, Love-Nuttall, 
?ope, Sanche*, and Warren— 7 voting for? and Mr. PresfEnt and 
Messrs Byrd, Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Hunt, Jonca, Priest, Robiou, and 
Wright— 9 against it. 

The acting governor informed the House that he had approved and 
Signed the following acts : 

" An act to authorise the sale of certain real estate of Walter San- 
(iers, dce'd." , 

" An act in addition to the several «cts relative to roads and -bridn* 
es." * 

"An act to provide forholdisg a special term of the superior c«jrt 
for the middle district of Florida in Hamilton county," 

" An act for the relief of Thomas Brown, and Frederick Wecd- 
•n." 
" An aet to amend an act concerning patrols." 
" An act to amend an act authorising the laying out a. road from the 
Appalachicola river to Marianna." 

" An act to repeal an act concerning the literary fund," which, tr» 
gether with the " act for the relief of Samuel Crosby," passed by th« 
council against hisveto, had been filed in the secretary's office. 

The onsideration of the bill to be entitled, " an act relative to in- 
solvent debtors," was indefinitely postponed. 
The bill to be entitled, "an act fo r the relief of Christs' Church in tha 
city of Pensacola," was read a 2d and 3d time and lost: Messrs 
Booth, Hunt, Jones, Love, Nuttall, Robiou, and Wright— 7 voting 
for; and Mr. President and Messrs BaltzeH, By rd, Cooper. Fitzpat- 
rick, Pope, Prkst, Sanchez, and Warren— 9 against it. 

The bill concerning auction duties, was committed to a. committee 
af the whole, Mr. Warren in the chair, who reported the same with 
the enacting Clause stricken ont, *e report was concurred in ; Mr 
President and Messrs Booth, Byrd, Cooper Fitzpatriek, Hunt, Priest, 
Sanchez, and Warren,— 9 voting for, and Mesars BaltzeH, Jones, 
Love, Nuttall, Pope, and Wright— 6 against it. 

The biil to be entitled, "an act to repeal an *et to declare spring 
creek, commonly called Robinsons' spring Creek in Jackson ccun'y 
a naviaabie stream," was read a »d and 3d time and paased : ordered 
that tin title be as aforesaid. ■■■■;■:?■ 

*The further consideration of the re*HatiOf. heretofore introduced 
oy Mr _ Jones, respecting the per diem allowance of the members of 
the legislative council, was postponed until the 4th July next: Mesars 
Uooth, Cooper, Fitzpatriek, Hunt, Nuttall, Pope, Robiou, Sasciez, 

I I 
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-Warren, and Wright— 10 voting for, and Mr. President, and Messrs 
Baltzell, Byrd, Jones, Loye, and Priest— 6 voting against it; 

The resolution heretofore offered by Mr. .Nuttall, in relation to the 
appropriating the council chamber to the use w divine worship, dur- 
ing the recess, was lost. 

The President presented the following communication from the acts 
ing governor which was read. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, ) 
February 7th 1832. J 
Hon. A. Beilamt, 

Pres't. of the council. 
Sir— I herewith return to the council the bill entitled, " an act to 
r (corporate a Bank in the town of Magnolia," and also the bill enti- 
ed, " an act to incorporate the central Bank of Florida." The re- 
urn of the former bill has been delayed as the presentation of the 
itterbilj was anticipated-*it being regarded proper that they should 
je considered together. — My sentiments with regard to Banking in- 
stitutions have heretofore been officially expressed.— I am generally 
opposed to their establishment on principles of policy, and I e»en re* 
gard theflfcwer of the Council to create such incorporations, as some- 
what doubtful : But holding tha tin this country, a legislator shoulfl, 
yield in some measure his own views, on such questions to the decision 
of the tribunal of public opinion, I had concluded if a charter passed 
the House carefully framed, keeping in view the protection of the in- 
terests of the Bank, on the one hand, and guarding the rights and 
Interests of the people on the other, not to with-hold my assent to 
such bills. Another inducement with me to such course was the belief 
that the incorporation of another Bank was to prevent the establish- 
ment of a branch of the United States' Bank here, which I regard 03 
a greater evil than any other banking corporation. • 

TWO additional banks to that now in operation ill this county, 1 
do not consider necessary. I am not satisfied that even one addi* 
tional bank is needed. The whole amount of notes that the present 
Bank in this village has been able to keep in circulation, I have as- 
certained from authentic sources, does hot average more than $50,008 
Its issues over that amount forthwith return to the Banking house 
with a demand for specie or notes of the Bank of the United States. 
The notes of the Bank of Florida must be redeemed instanter, or the 
Bank wouldlose its credit and standing. The range of circulation is 
too limited, and confined to allpw of more than the amount stated t* 
be kept afloat. "The surplus of its issues after supplying the current 
circulation goes out of the territory, generally to the Sorth to pay 
«he debts of our citizens owing there. As the notes of our iBank will 
toot pass to the Norths specie, or notes of the Bank of the United 
States must be had. That suchamount supplies the current circula- 
tion is proved by the fact, that but few of the notes of other Banks 
*re in circulation here,^'and thatthe average amount of payments in- 
to the Bank of Florida, of notes ,of other banks, does jiot exceeA 
one twentieth of the amount paid in on its own notes. The curtail- 
ment of discountsmade necessary by these circumstances, have oC"car 
•ioned some dissatisfaction among the citizens but when the causes ar4 
Understood it will, I think, abate. The Bank has been obligad to re»- 
strict itself principally to the negociation of Mis of exchange on the 
■North. This in some measure prevents the drawing ofspe^frojB 
the Bank, and is an essential convenience to those who wish tWrant? 
fertheirtfunds there, for the payment of debts or other purposes.— 
Any other Bank will be obliged to pursue the same course^ The 
^erection of these institutions caaaot-create^pitel where there is**** 
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to spare, aacithisit the misfortune in ^iorida. Taws bandit is 
«r am cannot find a range for the circulation of their pape^ One, 
perhaps two must be abandoned finally. From the clashiug of in- 
terest, it is easily foreseen no good will ensue to the community and 
in their atrug^e for supremacy, they may do much evil To one 
Bank embracng the interests 0/ 'both ^oseLw propose? joining all 
Che judicious provisions m both charters, and leavinlout the bad I 
woufd much rather consent to, than to these bills S ' 

There are many objections to the details of both of these charters 
The restrictions which should be thrown around a bank in thL Zn. 
try, are mostly enumerated in a message of governor Duval on thh 
sublet in 1829, a copy of whichis «& encLId t *l TcoXcil (vkle 
p. 78 of journal of council 1829.) A charter consolidating these two 
charters with amendments conformable to suggestion of that mes 
S ould > l SU t St !i Uted f r thfeSe two '- m even ** ** latter oe »r. 

st?inco^ n r chgreatersatisfaction than t0 ~ ' to 

1 return the bills therefore rejected, bm if thfe council should on 

Very^respectfully, 
, a . . , Your obedient sorveirit, 

{ ^? ,ed ) ,, j JAMES D. W'ESTCOTT tr 

miSoTtne^'lr*^^"^^ ?" — eTtlYconi. 
uiuteeot thewioie, Mr. Hunt m the chair, who renorted nrnorow 
ana ask arid obtainec Heave tosit again borrow. P ^ l™*™ 3 
The House then adjdurned until to-morrow 9 o'clock. 

' The house met pursuant to adjournment, and a^Uorunf bein4 Dre- 
amt the minutes of yesterday were read quorum Demg prc- 

A 5r L °yK i " f ™ duccd a "Ml to incorporate the Trustees of Bethel 
Academy ih Gadsden county, whi# was read a 1st time 

^t„ J 5 ml ^lll^^ rS - r,i - arin S to <*e capital contract, which 

Mr. Nuttall presented the affidavit of David Clements which was 
act for the relief ot Mary Rhymes, which prevailed 
^LOVE printed the memorial df&faffijr citizens of Gadsden 

"Whereas, the Legislative Council diner in « n T„;„„ ™;.i- .1, 
Governor in'regard to the powers of the Executive of Tht t T* 
as claimed in fe communication tb this house on L^J } > 

whereas this house Consider that in ^ofpr^Jb^tn^ ™ 
on evidence adduce to this house, in as much T , fc . T d P " 
and the decision of the house thereon is eeT forth in tL "f" 
such bills,thc Executive should regard the facts ,H ? P re . am Wf » 
in stated is crtrrect, and whereks ft hksnot bee "te .• 1 ° nS , th ? re 
house heretofore to transmit such evidence llAi^l ft ' 10 , 6 °I this 
mwe. "•rcn-a.e bills to the Esco- 

rt is therefore ESsolved, that from th<> 'r*»=,» , . 
house respectfully decline the transmission fnt? Restated , tbis 
requested in said communication, of tlierihr.L . ictmg ( ? rOVBrnor as 
»Wch certain divorce bills therein, nfflS ^'' a » de , vl ^nce upon 

' Jjca a « predicated, and that 



the Chief clerk furnish the acting governor with a copy of tni» preosfc 

* % BOOTH from the committee on enrolled bills reported the foL 
lowing correctly enrolled. 

Anact regulating the rate of interest. . 

An act authorising John V oolcn to erect a toll bridge over L.ttte 
river in Gadsden county." and 

An act reap* ting the payment* postage or. public letters 

* BOOTH from the committee on the State of the Territory 
made 'a report by a [bill which was read « first Mine. 

M r. FITZPATBICK from the committee on Finance made the 

f0 The n #inaSc r e committee to which was referred the report, of the 
Audto ■ rtdTreC. of the Territory, and so much of the Govern- 

ion of the re-eiiue laws, ""^^g^Tf 8 

Th™ have had under examination the whole of the documents sub 
3^L them and have been unable to come to any positive conclu- 

ba ve .been kept ww*** [Sooting much more time to it than the 
ry JS1 ndebt,orh M duewi^outdevotmgm ^^ 

committee were allowed .At the M«» the yi . 

of tenitor.a scm m c> ^ l '»» * ^g,. in „ from tmVreport of the 
r.anceeom,mttee w,^5 72 92 c e^*^ ^ P^ 

mount then ™^^^ y ^^Tto «» of $83,0,48 cent., 
mount issued within 1 *? '^^V * the W easury during the last 
from w„.ch , deductin «,7W J «£ ^ ^e ^ y^ ^ 

year and f* 29 ' 99 . ^"„ n ,"^ iU , ea V e a balance now in circulation 

of&6116,4S cents. lire >p . j £ in ,. lvor f the territory of 

books of his predecesso shows ,« ^ an ^ fficient toredeem aU tk » 
9! 470,30 cents, which .if paid, ^"^e a balance of #3353,81 
territorial scrip now . » ^uWion, wo ii territor i a l debts. The 

eents, to be applied ^*^*\ h Xw" ich they can ascertain the amount 
committee have no certain d ^ a b / ™ yer y however that there re- 
ofdebtsdueby the . e r lory ■ ^J £f^ onsiderab , e amount, which 
mams charged against it, claims 1 wffl r 

F1 2d da An act to provide for the speedy settlement of all arrears due 

^rlZal^titledanaet ^^^SSSS "^ 

settlement of accounts *«^« f 1 S- frc,Mk 

4th. An account showing the amount 01 iRie 
different counties and the amount P^ '"'o «he tteas . , -jr 
co m'y, and also the counties which Lave not maue 

^ta^K™ of opinion that tftHe to*0*S «* •» «* 



strictly in force (and they do not, entertain a ciouot but that ttley will 
be) they are confident in the belief that at the next session of the coun* 
cii the report of the present auditor and treasurer will shew an entire- 
ly different state of the finances, and that the territory, will thereby 
be placed upohthe best possible footing, -which it ought (ifjustice had 
been done) ! long since to have been. The committee would direct the 
attention of the council to the enormous sumswnich have been char- 
ged against the territory as expended for criminal prosecutions. Up 
to the 30th of November 1831, the amount audited for the year is 
$3867,39 cents which in the opinion of the committee is the result of 
employing unnecessary persons to guard prisoners. The committee 
recommend a new set of books to be opened by both the auditor and 
treasurer, to be kept according to Bennett's system, which is simple 
and easy, and best calculated for such purpose, they also recommend 
that the plate from which the territorial scrip Las been heretofore- 
printed be destroyed, and that in future, whenever money shall be 
due from the territory to, an individual, the account shall be audited, 
and a check given on the treasurer for the amount, which shall be re- 
deemed whenever the treasurer Jis in funds, and that no interest shall 
be claimed or paid on any such check: They recommend the adop. ■ 
tion of the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the Fin»ice committee be instructed to call on the 
treasurer, and receive from him and bring into this house, the amount 
of territorial money now in his hands, which together with the sum 
now in in the hands of the committee shall be by Ihera burnt in the' 
.presence of the members oi this housa 
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The bifls were Severally read a third timeT 

The President presented a memorial' from the preeident an* 

fhetwe ^ Bank ° f F1 ° rida ' ^W^pJW^i 

poS SSrnJ oT * 6 ^ Ct ^^ *« ^m * 

o r A A^J°p therelie u-°r ,,0siahD y k ^^abill for the relief 
of Alfred Evans wh.ch were severally read a first LgF ' 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, « an act directive a** 
m of proceedmg against absent debtors and Sl&% 
fendants and on attachments against a b^ondin" debtors^ 
wasieadatlnritoe and passed! ordered i&A^m be 
" .an act concerning attachments." ^ * ' • W ■? 

The President presented the following communicitinn f m ^> 
the acting governor, which xvas read ° ^WPWMtion from 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, > 

«... it v, , February 8th 1832. f 

,S b-I herewith return to the council, the bill entitJed "an 

act to lay out and organise the county of frJ$ Wf!niirM 

agree wrth governor Duval in the opinions advanced bv Si 

.a message to the council in 1828, ^tracts ^ » *&!. 

■ ^ rSf"^ h,S *"! t0 the esta . b ^bwentofa„fewcounhr 
m middle Florida, « to the impolicy of creating $ 5R 

^mall counties at this time before the several intefeste <Tt£ va- 
nous sections of the cmmtfy arefuHy developed, or can be fi£ 
by understood. A short time hence (after the citizens oTihis new 
county have incurred the expense incident to its establishment 
the irnproveraentof the country, and especially if the Chip" a 
^tv n f ^r 1 "?^ ,s Ca . rri ^ d T m W in dW the p2 

I,am respectfulfy, 

Your most obedient servant 
„ . n JAMES D. WESTCOrT Jr 

lion. A- flELLAMY, w "« Jr - 

^ Preside.nt,of th,e cquneil. • 

,1 he act was reconsidered and nassed- w»«,j) u n b „ 
^Patrick, Jones, Love, Nuttalfpope' f&' , & ,,, ^» 
Chez, Warren, and Wright-i! *S fef ^1' Ife' v"' 
^d^et^ Cooper, in^tuaUB^S V*' M ^^ 



r The act to incorporate a Bankinthe town of Magnolia, re- 
jected by the governor on yesterday, was reconsidered-amd pas- 
sed : Mr. President and Messrs Cooper, Fitapatrick, Jones, 
Love, Njttalt, Pope, Priest, Robiou, Sav.chez, and Warren,— 
12 voting far : and Messrs Booth, Hunt, and Wright — B against 
jt, ' 

Mr. WRIGHT from the committeeon the judiciary .reported 
back, without amendment, the bill-to revise and amend the se- 
veral acts of thisierritory, relative .to justices of" the peace. 

'The House in committee of the whole, Mr. Hunt in the 
sCjhair, resumed the consideration of the act to " incorporate the 
central bank of Florida," who reported progress and. asked an* 
■ obtained leave to sit again. 

The bill to provide for the summoning grand andrpetit jurore 
-was read a second time, and committed to a committee of the 
whole, .Mr. Jones in the chair, who reported the same with a- 
mendaients ; the report was received, and the bill ordered to 
'be engrossed arid read a third time tto^morrow. 

The acting -governor informed the House that he had filed in 
the secretary's office " an act for the relief of William Hall, " 
w'nch had passed the House against the veto ; andfthat he had 
approved, signed and filed in: the secretary's office "an act a- 
jne-ndatory of the several acts ctmcerningUhe administration of 
estates and the duties of executors, administrators, and gur- 
dians," and 

" An act to amend an act relating to crimes and misdemeanors 
committed by slaves, free negroes and Mulattoes. 

Mr HUNT introduced a bill to be entitled, " an act to es- 
tablish a ferry across Black water river, a-tor near its junction 
with Black water Bay," which was read a first time. 

Mr. WARREN introduced a bill to be entitled, " an act fo» 
the relief ol Mary^Canaday," which was read a first time. 

Mr. NUTT ALL from the select -committee to whom hie 
petition had been referred, reported aibill to be entitled, "an a ct 
for the relief of John Carruthers," which was read a first time. 

Mr. President presented the following communication from 
tlie gvernor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, 

- February 8th 1833. 
Sm— I return to the council the bill entitled, " an act to pro- 
vide for the holding the next session of the legislative council oT 
this territory in the city of St. Augustine, and for other pur- 
poses, and at such place thereafter as the legislative council may 
direct," 

Howsoever much, I am inclined to the belief that the results 
»f the measure proposed in this bill, would ultimately, if it 
could beeffecte#at this time, be of salutary tendency upon the 
public interest, yet upon looking at the actsof Congress, which 
relate to the location of a scat of government for this territory, 
•^ad the place of holding the sessions of the council, I find thfe- 






■ m 

bil^ entirely inconsistent with their provisions and therein 

I am sir, Your ob't. serv't, « 

•o- a *, " "' JAMES D. WESTCQTT Tr 

Hon A.'Bsllams-, Pres't. of the eortnei! ' ^ ' ■ 

1 he act was ordered to be reconsidered to-morrow. 
J«tB^T"^ ^ & "° Will ° c ^"'-tion from 
■ EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, i 
c t , February' 8th 1832. ■ C 

bp— I return to the council the bill entitled, « an act to or- 
ganise a county to be' called the county of Fayette." ' l4o 1s : V~ 
W, my duty to reject said ■ bill. I have • been "influenced to ti 
course by the same general principles,that I have stated indu 5 
the rejection of the.> bill, btablisLg Franklin countV T S? 
approval of the bill establishing Columbia coun v w" s not in 
consistem-wrth these principles! - The «w&7Ch»," 
Jaunty, before, the division.! imposed- fonSnlsfanf hi r 
them ^.upolt its mhatttoihte that rendered the bill for L drrisfe 
a proper case for exception. ...-»■-......... . ™ l3,0n 

In addition to the reasons given in my communication to tT. P 

^^steasssais 1 ass 2 s ■' 

county upon the principles, 'Slid trnder the re/ulaWthfe b ! 1 
prescribes, bufl am -clearly satisfied-that a hl^hlv resSctaWo 
—^ at least, are decidedly opposed toit in a^h^S . 

the legislature as the rights of the majority. ■ ■ Thereis" mny'a- ' * 
ny so severe, as the tyranny of a spill majorit^The m I'ri !- ' 
«L$T 8 ' e Ce T nl ? ! t*«^ ! measure of tffife X d 
should therefore be considerable t<v induce- its adoptioh « / 
.^1. views private interests, 'and sectional fteltogsffd etea 
political motives, sometimes occasion the agitation of S 

general wella re. To avoid- the- poseib ty of legislation- unrtn 

°. 2. I consider the 8th section especially improper. Coheres* 
mtheac of the 21st January 1828, gives thi authority tSF fte 
territorial legislature, ■« to alterand arrange the(electfo,S d£ 
tacts in such manner as to secure as-nea'ras may be an equX - 
of representation m each district, and imth* a general lawlbif 
sed on thesubject, I,sha*b e opposed to any alleratiLoSt 
in the present laws -regulating;the election of members Wffie 
counei], andespeciaMy-by awa ct of this kind. S ?«£ : 
the- two members should be electees- at present, wlfrfS ' 
ticket in thetwu counties, as is tfee> case in St. Johns rta$*ffi 

iixea ny tms act, would be unequal. ' >i > >--,',,. ,,*- 
8 I consider-the boundaries ef the new county, definedbytfcfe - 



m impolitic. The principal part of the population will be ©li- 
the two extreme borders of the county.— Separated from each 
other, inconmniences will not only enevitably result to one por- 
tion or the other, but in consequence thereof, there will be in- 
stead of harmony and community of interest and feeling, divisioa 
dissatisfaction, and discord. 

I am, Sir, respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed ) JAMES D. WESTCO TT, Jr. 

Hon. A. BeIlamy, 

President of the council.; 
The act was ordered to be reconsidered to-morrow. 
The following communication was received from the acting 

a EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, > 

February 8th 1832. S 
Si R — I have received a copy of the preamble and resolutions 
adopted by the council, upon the consideration of the com- 
munication made to them on yesterday, respecting the docu- 
ments and evidence upon which four certain divorce bills were 
founded. The disagreement in opinion of the council and my- 
self, on this subjects regretted, but the path of duty for me t» 
follow is distinctly and plainly marked, arid I am gratified that 
in pursuing it, no necessitv for collision can occur. I have con- 
sidered the four bills above referred to, and am constrained to 
reject them. Those bills are entitled ; . v , 

1. An act to dissolve the marriage contract between Lonne 

Rumel and John Rumel. 

2. An act to dissolve the marriage contract between William 
Kerr and Epsy B. Kerr. 

3. An act for the relief of William Mims. 

4. An act to dissolve the marriage contract between Eliza- 
beth A. Breadalbane and Donald M. Breadalbane. 

I have also considered, and reject, two other divorce bi% 
Viz :— 

5. An act for the relief of Enoch Dudley. 

6. An act for the relief of Rebecca Pierce. 

The fact that these bills are not supported by any evidence 
adduced to me, I still consider would be sufficient caiise for re r 
jecting them, but as I have been influenced in coming to this 
decision by other considerations, also, I have conceived it due to 
the council, after the communication of the resolution above 
mentioned, to advert to them. 

In the first place. I regard the subject of divorcement aS 
more properly referable to the judicial than the legislative de- 
partment. General laws specifying the causes for which divorces, 
may be granted, and regulating the mode of proceeding m 
courts, should be enacted. One of the consequences of legis- 
lative interference with divorces, is their multiplication. An 
improper law can be obtained from a legislature with mueli 
greater facility than an unjust judgment from a court. Every 
wnSideration'of coavenienee,— the dignity of a legislature,-* 



, 



-and the proper and' speedy determination of mare important 
matters of legislation, it appears to me, should induce the re- 
fusal by a legislature to take cognizance of such subjects. We 
have in this territory a law by which the superior courts, are 
invested with the power of granting divorces, in certain cases, 
and upon an examination of these bills, I discover that every 
case presented to me is cognizable by tiie courts under that act- 
Why not refer the parties to a tribunal where the decision is 
never made upon loose and exparte evidence ?-where due notice 
is given, and all concerned fairly heard, and where not merely 
the rights of the immediate parties, but of their children, are 
fully considered and protected. In most of the states, the rules 
of their legislatures, in noticing applications for divorce, have 
become much more rigid than formerly. 

These divorces are all a vinculo matrimonii. Four of them are 
for alledged want of fidelity. The two others, the 1st and 6th 
are for dissertion and bad treatment with the additional cause 
m the last, of conviction of in famous crime. 

Until very recently adultery was not acknowledged as cause 
lor a divorce a a vmculis, and it is well established, that the causes 
alledged in the first and 6th bills above mentioned warrant only 
adivorce-a mensa el thoro. ' 

Another and an insuperable objection with me to these bills 
is that they bastardize the children of the parties daring the 
marriage thus dissolved. Being thus made illegitimate, they 
caimot inherit the proptfc-ty of their parents, nor their other re- 
lations, and other legal inconveniences arise, which should have 
been guarded against by a section specially declaring " this di- 
vorce should not bastardize the issue of the parties diiriiw their 
marriage." ° 

In cases of alledged adultery no legislature should ever inter- 
iere until after, trial and conviction for the offence before a court. 
Omnipotent as is the power of the British Parliament, no di- 
vorce has ever been granted by it, except upon that species of 
evidence. 

I am doubtful of the power of the council to grant divorces, 
it is an act of such high and uncontrollable sovereignty that the 
right of exercising it by a legislature, limited, subordinate, and 
dependent as that of Florida, may well be questioned. 

Congress has repeatedly expressed their dissent to such laws 
being passed by the council, by repealing them. 



Every case submitted to their revision, has 
forthwith. Is it respectful to Congress to disreo-ar#' •■. 
ed decisions and again attempt the exercise of this power in 
defiance of their admonition ? 



beej annulled 
iv4 tnei 



mil s!, h lat m r ^ eGt T , these Ms ' * introdu <* no new 
ule. Since the organization of the territory, but one divorce 
has been granted with the approval of the executive, and that 
was annulled by Congress immediately. Governor Duval has 
not, during his. ten years administration, sanctioned a single 
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fp vv of this kind, andl decidedly a pp r0 ve of his course*. 
Very respectfully, . ... 

Your most obedient servant, ■ 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jiv- 
Hon. A. Beiujh, , , . ■ 

.President of .the counci),, ■....,..,.. 

The act was.orrieieil-to.be reconsidered to-morrows 
Mr. .FITZPATK1CK introduced a bill to be entitled, "an 
act. to provide for divorces^ :.,..-.■, 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow 9 o'clock^:: 

. FEBRUARY 9. 
: Tne. House met pursuant to adjournment, and a quorum be- 
hio" preset' t!Ve minutes of yesterday were read. ..... 

Air. BOO TH introduced'a bill.to beientitled, an act to amend 
an. act to impose a tax on hawkers and pedlars, in this territory 

wnksh was read a ■.first .time. . -. . .... . ••-... si.- 

,-M-r. .MUTT ALL. from' the committee on sehoolsand colleges 
reported back to the. blouse,, with.aniendmeuts, a bill to be en- 
titled), an actio provide for laying out the school lands in this 
territory; also, a bill to repeal,, an act to provide for laying out 
the school lands in this territory, and asked to .be discharged 
from the further consideration of the latter, — which was agreed 
to..' - ■ . . ■;■ ■»', ■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ ■ 

The same gentleman from the select committee to., whom the 
communications of .Messrs Willis and Chaires had been referred, 
reported that the committee asked leave to be discharged from 
the further consideration of . the same,— which was granted. . . 
. . Mr. SANCHEZ from the committee on enrolled bils, repor- 
ted -correctly enrolled : 

An act. to prevent the future migration of free negroes, or 
munjttq.es into this terrritory, and for. other purposes ., 

An aft to alter and amend the several acts relating to roads,, 
highways, and bridges in this territory... 

An act to, repeal an act. tp. declare spring creek, commonly 
known as Robinson's spring creek in Jackson county a naviga- 
ble, stream. ,, ... ... ... ■ ;. , 

An act to alter the southern and western boundary line of Jac 
kson comity.*,, ., , 

An act in addition to-an act concerning the election of mem- 
bers of the legislative council. ... 

An act relating, to crimes and misdemeanors. 

The acting governor informed the House that he bad approv- 
ed,, signed^nd filed in the secretary's office, the following acts : 

An act regjjjjating the rate of interest. . . ... 

•An act to authorising John Wooten to erect a toll-bridge over 
little river in Gadsden county. 

.. An act authorising' George Fisher Sen., to build a miil-dam 
and. lock across the Ocklocknee river and for other purposes. 

An. act to repeal tne. act to prevent duelling. 

And .that he had received and filed in the secretary's office the 
following bills, passed against the veto. 
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i act to lay out and organize' the confvfv nf Er,-„,1 r ■ -, 
An, act to incorporate a Bank' in |S /lS° ? ^ 

w^'nJ'^T' 1 ? 11 P rol i bi ' in S th e introduction L of any "new bill 
5 0!1 * no W rescinded ; therenffifc l * bl "> 

Mr. WRIGHT c, 3V fe notice tin m t, '" 

leave to introduce SJg ^25 ™M ** 

diinn-i- the last sicWis n e .,' A&2 ' T ' l . aeD % incurred- 

^/^i^S^^tSS meS^f S ' 
the territory of Florida. medical boards )»- 

Mr. LOVE intrpdiiped. a bill to be entitled an n,-t\ 
pensate persons killing wolves, in thserritorv t! ^Tr 
w'ere severally read a first time. lemtory.-tnese bills 

E? "*> ^^ < ™ 1 ^ ™ J- H. Willis 
*^qr. wmcti was read and laid on the table 

1 ae act to organise a county to be called the r-onntv r,r p' 

Anactm^ie'St^E^^^ 6 "&** "^ 
An act for the relief of Enoch Dudley. ' 
An act for the relief of William Minis 
• An, act to dissolve the marriage contract between vv u i"i 
A Breadelbane and Donald M. Breadcib>ne ^^betb: 

anf^S? "" ***** C ° ntrart b ^en Wm. Kerr 

Tae act to provide for Molding the next ses^on nf ti, i ■ 
We council of tins territory in the cftv of S A,-° ^ 

for other puposes, and at suchpb C e ttereafb- ■ • tl l'"^ ^ 

I ne House m, a committee of the fc'hnlo 1U,. tr . • 
chair, resumed the consideration of tl^art tf u",, J" the 

Central Bank of Florida and ™r» ft ^corporate the 

meats : the report was «ce ve 'an t t Ml" "^ ^ &iu ^ 
and passed: Mr. President an" Ufl R V ^A* tlurd til ™ 
^Patrick, Hu n ^HSSWfe§ffi^ Pth ! C °° P ^ 

moSy i si1rnmon billtob t enti 1 tled ' 4 act to P*»* &> ilie 
mode ot summoning grand and petit jurors, was read a 3d time 
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■aid tossed : ordered that the title be, an act to prescribe &c., . 

The bill to be entitled, an act to fix the time of- holding the 
feaer-ior cowts in the western district of this territory was read 
a 3d time and passed : ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 
" The bill to be entitled, an act to authorise a lottery in the 
county of Franklin, was read a 2d time : a motion then was 
made to strike out the enacting clause, which prevailed and-'the 
bi» Uf Mr. President ami Nessrs Cooper, Fitzpatrick Hunt, 
Priest Sanchez, Warren, and Wright--8 voting for; ank Messrs 
Baltzell,Booth;jone3,Love.Nutta!l, Pope, and Robiou-7 a- 

^Theb'ill to be entitled, an act to amend the several- acts in- 
eorpwStte Bank of west Florida, was read a 2d time and 
3& a committe of the whole, Mr. Rohiou m the cnair 
who reported the same with amendments, the report was le- 
3, V bill was read a 3d time and passed ; the bill was a- 
mendedby adding "and for other purposes." 

The Ml to be entitled, an act to provide for taking the cen- 
sus of the territory of Florida, with a view to the more equal 
apportionment of its representation, was read a 2d time and 
lost, a motion to strike out the 1st section and enacting clause, 
prevailing ; Mr. President, and Messrs Baltscll, Cooper Fnz- 
patrick, .Love,Nultali, Pope, Priest, Robum, ^ncnez and War- 
ren— 11 voting for; and Messrs Jones, Hunt, and Wr#-5 

"Shftfl to be entitled, an act to provide for the division of 
estates, was read a 2d and 3d time and passed ; Mr. Presie.en , 
and Messrs Baltzcll, Cooper, Hunt, Love MutteU, *<**>%»£• 
Sanchez, Warren, and Wnght-11- voting for; and Messrs 
Fitzoatriek, and Robiou— 2 against it. 

Theresoution heretofore ottered by Mr. Priest proving for. 
an additional member to the counties of Alachua and Commoia, 
was aead and adopted. _ ,.,, 

Mr SANCHEZ from the committee on enrolled twljs, re- 
ported correetly enrolled, an act to organise a county to be 
called the county of Fay.-lte. ' . 

The bill to be entitled, an act to prevent nuisanceB on the 
shores of- Fisheries, was read a 2d time and lost : the enacting 
clause havinn- been ordered, on motion to be stricken out. 

The bill to' be entitled, an act concerning executions, TO 
read a 2d time and committed to a committee of tue wnol-e, 
Mr. Jones in the chair, who ^ported the same widi amend- 
mendments; the report was received ; the bill read a Sd time- 
and passed : ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The acting governor communicated to the K«^} ie J?^ 
approved, signed, and filed m the secretary's office uie following 

An act to incorporate the town of Ocheesee. " 
An act respecting the payment of postage on public Jetton, 
An act to establish a ferry across the, Appalachicola river, a* 
■©cheesed- 
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^etan'^ileL lnaiTiageC ° ntraCt ***?* John R - 
and Epsy B ISr^ ^ marriage contract between Wife. Kerr 

An act for the relief of William Minis. 
. An act to dissolve the marriage contract between Elizabeth 
A. Breadalbaneand Donald M.°Breadulbane. ^ lza Wh 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Pierce • and 

** a ^t for the relief of Enoch Dudley. ' 

ir£rf «? *? be , entitled > an act Previse and amend the several 
. teg of this territory relative to justices.of the peace, was read 
»2fi time and committed to a committee of the whole- Mr In 
aou in tlie chair who reported a substitute for flfe 'same- Z 

ffl EJ«^ titme ' ordBred to be *5k$ 

I he bdl to be entitled, an act to establish a ferry across St 
iSie'Se™ a £| "* 3d *« - ^ : SS 

^S 0pr0 ^ e ^ t !f* lec ] io,1 ' ofacotal y Beat in Jaei- 

KX ^Tvfn ^ *f 3c ! time and passed; ordered 

Thl -11 as aforesa] d- 

eery was rp°f ie o d ' !5 5, to '* te proceedings in chan- 
^^J^l dbmealidViimed:0lderA 1hat thc 

PublTca ttVVT^' a " aCt t0 provide for the compilation and 

Csdh"° falthe T tUte f mthis territory, was read a 2d 

Thebif/i 1 P'ff''; ordefed that the title be as afoaesaid. 

lief of thi v ■ flv^' a " s aCt in addition t0 the act for the re- 

XsS, ®f- ¥$"*/%#*> was reada M and 3d time 
anu passed : ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

readaad t0 i d "w- CC J ° h f Darby from his wife Teresa i ™* 
aforesaid. flnd pa8Sed : ordered that fhe title be *» 

in tdlis e tpi."-t° be * ntifled ' 1 an a , ct re g» lat mg the mode of voting 
shfo t ! i?r rj ' Wa -f read a 2d and Sd time an d lost : Mr. Pre" 
2>nt andM essrsCo oner, Fitzpatrick, Jones, Nuttall, Priest, 
wulWarren--? voting for: and Messrs Baltzell, Booth, Hunt 
Th' iT' R ° bl0U ' Sanobez ' and Wright-8 against it. ■ 
1 he bill concerning the public archives, was read a 2d and 
"d lime and passed : ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

was ren " ^ I* ^ l of' an aCt fi r tlM Mef o( John Carruthers- , 
ffi« Lit iTb S i t r me an 4 paSSed : Mr - President, and 
and S»n altzel1 ' Booth > j^ TO ' ^all, Pope, Priest, Robiou, 
mid Sanchez-9 voting for; and Messrs Cooper, Fitzpatrick 

Th' wuf 1 ^ arren ' and Wright-6 against if. 

the bill for the relief of Mary Capnadajr, was read a 2d an« 
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3.4. time and passed : ordered that the title be.as'afpresaith ■ 
'*' Mr.' BOOTH o He red the resolution following,- which was. 
read and adopted. 

Resolved, That the printer employed to publish .the laws of, 
this session of the council; he directed to place all the divorce" 
and local laws at the end of the pamphlet — under the title — 
" private acts." 

The bill to establish a ferry across Biackwater river, was read 
a 2d and 3d time' and passed :' ordered that the title "of the bill 
be as aforesaid. - 

The, bill to incorporate, the trustees of Bethel Academy, was 
road a 2d and 3d time and passed : ordered that the title be as 
aforesaid. V , .j, : . ■ : 

The bill for the relief of Alfred Evans, was read a 2d and 3d 
time and passed : ordered that the title be as aforesaid. 

The bill to be entitled, an act for tiie relief Josiah Dykes, 
was read a 2d and, .3d time and passed ; Messrs Booth, Hunt, 
Jones, Love, Nilttall, Pope, Priest, and Vcavren— 8 voting/for : 
and Mr. President, and Messrs Cooper, FitEpair&k,Tiobiou,' 
Sanchez, and Wright — 6 against it. . ' 

The bill to provide for the speedy Settlement of all arrears 
due the territory, and a bill to amend, .an act to raise a revenue 
for the territory of Florida : were severally read a 2d time and 
ordered to be committed to a committee of the whole, to-mor- 
row. ■ ' 

The acting governor made the following communication to 
fhe House. , . * ■" • 

■ EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, ) 

February 9th 1S32. $ . 

Sir— I have approved, signed, and filed in the secretary's, 
office, the amended act entitled, " an act to organise a county 
to be called Fayette," the principal objection, against the origi- 
nal bill being removed by the amendments. Altho' I .still enter- 
tain other objections to this law, I am not so .entirely confident 
of their correctness, or SO tenacious of iny opinions, as to re- 
jSct the bill a second time ; and lam the more disposed to yield 
them, as the. representatives in the council of those affected, are 
so decidedly in favor''0'f the law, and are so certain of its pro- 
visions being conformable "'to the wishes of the people. 

lam, RESPECTFULLY, 

Your most ohedierit servant, 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 
Son. A. Bellamy, 

President of the council. 
Mr. BOOTH from the committee on the judiciary, reported 
a memorial, ^addressed to Cono-ress, for the formation of a new 
judicial district, to be composed of the counties 'of Jackson, 
Fayette, Franklin, and Gadsden, which wax read, and laid on. 
the table tfntil to-morrow. ' 

:'lr, FITZPATRICfc introduced a bill to be entitled, an act 
inspecting the piiblic property at St. Marks, whieh. was read e 
Qrsttime-. '•' ' " ■■ "* .":.'"•' 






JNutUll, Pope, Priest, Robrou, Sanchez, and Wright -ill &S 

Thomas W. Raiford, justice of the peace and n-inirl T 
Wo, Auctioneer, Jefferson county. P ' and Ddmel T " 

1 he House then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock 

ffi^ and H ° USe ° f ^~tives of rhe United States 
The memorial of the legislative council respectfully sholV eth — 

portage of this sUretit to the r eonle ' „r 3 t An *""**; The im- 

tooth* h,v^L aCh, -? Ol ";-i" 0n ? r i***W« ««<> finest streams of the 
south, having as its tnhutanes the rivers Flint anv) eh., i i- 

To afford a suitable i utler to the produce prised J I 1 ' I'.' 1 """" 1 - 

t e tnaidctei of its author, and his !,,«, abrlity in (fee service is «T 
tied to went credtt. We think we are not mistaken in ,aM„ e t£t' 
io P t~ii a c.* er aCCMnt ° f *"* ^' ,han has *T b «« 
The practicability of the canal for a small sum. in comparison with 
the .ma^tudeandm.portanceof the w *, will appearT, v be "report 
ofth.samefrentlem n, l«sed upon actual survey «& I»"»f<2 
accompanies this memorial. " ul »w»«M9 

n re W "r h0pe , £b K'- ,,et I uireB , noi "-St"nentto prove tbatthe United States 
are, also, deeply interested m the success of this measure TU ,«' 
^ready expressed that interest, by the attention "^'apphcS 
of it ,? e, ' m,ss ! on t0 cut "> a "d I'V their directions b thehhte act 

Llf of Meieo K a ' n of . c .< ,B »™°'™t 1 on contemplated along tlm 
MftKhnW*. r? y -f ?™ V,S,0n tmt the " ffieer9 liters wa^M . 
*asXbn,N .ntn I"' ed '1 tateS ' sh " M b « exempt from toll, which 
was obvious,/ mtendea with a vtew to the transportation of troops and 

18 
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itmnitions of war, in the canal, and which is strictly secured in the, 
charter of this session, ' they have further expressd their wishes as to 
;its success. 

There is, however, no difference of opinion as to the practicability 
e'f this canal, its usefulness, or the necessity of its construction. 
' Whilst its impo rtauce : is felt and ackrn wledged oil all hands, and 
has created a warmth and zealous feeling, in its behalf, it is found that 
individual exertion will be'unequal to the task, unless aided by the 
stiunificenceof the general government. ' 

We trust we do not mistake in appealing to the generous course that 
lips ever beea pursued by government in advancing works of this kind 
— e trust that our appeal on a subject of such engrossing and vita! 
interest to our country, will not be ineffectual. 

Resolved therefpie That our delegate in Congress be, and he is 
hereby requested. to use his exertions to procure from Congress a grant 
of land, in aid of theChipola and St. Andrews Canal Company. 

Be it farther resolved, That our said delegate here; nested to use his 
further exertions to procure a subscription of stock from Congress to 
said Company. 

Be it further resolved, That a copy of this memorial and resolutions 
and of the charter of the company be forwarded by the governor to the 
delegate, 

Mr S.4NCHi-Z offered the preamble and resolutions following/ 
which were read and adopted. 

WHEREAS the act of Congress entitled, "An act to amend the 
several acts for the establishment of a territorial government in Elori 
da" approved the fifteenth clay of May 1826,'' makes it obligatory 
upon the legislative council to bold.tbeir sessions at the seatof govern- 
ment in this territory 

And whereas. The said council might be prevented by unforeseen, 
and unavoidable causes from assembling as directed in tlie a'et referred. 
to in the preamble of this resolution. 

Be it therefore resoled, Tnatour delegate in Congress, be request- 
eel to use bis exertions to have the act above referred toj so amended as 
to give to the legislative council the power of holding their sessions at 
s.uch iitiier place or places, .as the governor and legislative council may 
from t me to time direct. 

Be it further lesolved. That a copy of the above preamble and re- 
solution be. forwarded to our delegate in.Congress 

Mr- *VH [G.HT offered the resolutions following, which were read 
and adopted 

Resolved, That the President of the United States, be, and he is 
hereby respectfully requested to cause to besurveyeda route foi a steam, 
boat canal, to connect the waters of the bays of PensacSla and Mobile. 

Resolved, That, the delegatein Congress be requested to endeavor 
to forward : tie objects of the foregoing resolution. a 

Mr. HUNT offered the following resolution, which Was laid on the 
tabte 

Resolved by the governor and legislative council. That the commis- 
sioner of Tallahassee, under the authority and direction of the board 
of directors, be. and he is hereby required to have the capital .painted, 
and t!.f. rooms lathed and plastered, in a good and wo' ,„;nan like man- 
ner, and that the sum of seven hundred and fifty dollars or sue ■> part of 
it, as is necessary bo applied to that purpose, out of the funds for 
buildiuglTie.capiio!. 

'-Ir. SANCHEZ offered the preamble and resolutions following, 
which weie read aiid laid uii the table.. 

Whereas tin excessive degree of legislation in this territory, and es- 
pecially the frequent changes of the laws, are subjects of serious com- 





jecTed E 0fie '' cd th ° ,eS,iiut10 " m "^S- which was read and re- 

rhf nX That th<3 1Cgia ' atiVe CUni,Cil ' aa J°"» ™ d* on Saturday 

& BOOTH made'the following report : 
iSta^* "£*?» to ^ w« tarred the 
totheco H ntyof°sr/ohn^ * t^l' P ''^ mg tobe r ^«^iect 

rp, . ,, , REPORT 

? hnes of said taffifflh»^LV^v5 '" ^ "°" d a- 

rec^yeS. fr0ratheCOmm,tlee0a er "-°" fid -'^reported ascot- 
An act to incorporate the Leon Rail Road Company 
An act o incorporate the town of Jacksonville . P * 

ehtorca;ai;3pr y . aCOmpaUytobeCa,!ed the St - Andrews and 



" J "^&a5S^^^ M dp« 

.0 lncnrnnrate lu f„i.....l r>J • ,. ,. ■' . J. lunud 



Anac to incorporate the Central Bank of Florida 
An ac to amend an act to regulate procedings in chancery 
A Anact 1 nadd,t.ot 1 tothe act for the relief If th^of William 
An act. to provide for the division of estates 

^Cl^^X> actslI ^ p0 ^ e the Baak *>- 

An act for the relief of Isaiah Dykes. 

An act concerning the public archives. 
An act to divorce John Darby from his w,fe Teresa 
£ *An act to provide for the select.on of « cOuntyse" in Jackson Com- 
An act regulating the fees of certain officers. 

An act for the relief of Alary Cannady. 
An act for the relief of John Carru'there 
Ah act tor the relief of Alfred Evans 
At, act to incorporate the trustees of Bethel Academy' 
d^t a ^^!; e ^ oniuW '»S * superior *£& the wester, 

*£ S^SfS^g toe^ishafeityacross St. John. 

*i£f^^S^ the ****** °"^°°* 

Booth ii, the chd i"'"™*/ a ™'«.mttee of the wh,le, Mr 
BWtneoflcr, who reported the same with amendments, the re- 
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port was received, the bill read a 3d time and passed : ordered that th«* 
: titv Ifea* ifiwesfeidi 

Ti;e ">;ii to amend an act. tn raise a revenue for tho territory of Flor-- 
da. was read a 2d time and committed to a committee of the whole 
Mr. .ioues in the char, who reported the same with amendments, 'he 
report was received, and the bill read a 3d time and passer:- Mr Pre- 
sident, and Messrs Baltzell. Booth, Byrd, Cooper, Fitzpatrick. Jones, 
hove, nuttali, Priest, Robiou. Sanchez, and Warren— 13 votin™ tor ■■ 
and Messrs Hunt. Pope, and Wright— 3 against it. 

The resolution offered by the committee on finance, on the 8th inst. 
Was read and adopted. 

In pursuant;': of which, the chairman of that committee, burnt itt 
presence of the House, territorial scrip, to the amount oi $21S3. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled, an act concSrning proceedings be- 
fore justices of the peace, and regulating appeals and writs of CER- 
rUJttARI, was r ead a 3d time and passed: M President, and 
Me^rs Baltzell. Cooper, Hunt, Love, Nuttali, Pope. Priest, and San- 
chez- 9 voting for :, and Messrs Byrd, Fitzpatrick, Robiou, Warren 
and tV'rigbt — 5 against it. 

Tim bill to provide for the speedy settlement of all arrears due the 
territory of Florida, was read a 2d" time and committed to a committee 
of ihe whole. Mr. Warren in chair, who reported the same with a- 
me'idments, the report was received the bill read a 3d time and pas- 
sed : Mr. President, and Messrs Byrd. Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Love, 
A itlall, Pope, Priest, Robiou, Sanchez, and Warren— II voting !or: 
Messrs Baltzell, and Hunt— 2 against it: ordered that the title be as 
Aforesaid 

The bill to render certain debts incurred during the last sickness of 

deceased persons priviiedged debts, was read a 3d and 3d tinujand 

passed: orderd that the title be, an act to amend an act concerning 

wills, letters, testamentary, and the duty of executors, administrators, 

jind guardians. 

The bill to amend, an act to impose a tax on hawkers and pedlars, 
was read a 2d and 3rd time and passed : ordered that the title be as a- 
foresaid. 

The bill to establish medical boards in the territory of Florida, was 
read a 2d time and lost, a motion to strike out the' 1st section with the 
enacting clause prevailing. 

The bill to compensate persons killing wolves, was read a 2d and 
3d tune -and passed : Messrs Baltzell, Hunt, Love, Nutlall Pope 
Pnest and Wright— 7 voting for ; and Mr. President, and M ssis 
Byrd, Cooper, Fitzpatrick, Robiou, and Sanchez— 6 against it- 

The bill respecting the public property, at St. Marks, was read a 
2d > a:id 3d time and passed : ordered that the tifle be as aforesaid. 
The Hou.e then adjourned until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 
_, „ FEBRUARY 11 

Ihe House met pursuant to adjournment, and a quorum being pre- 
sent, the minutes of yesterday were read. 

Mr, VVARRLN presented the petition of Sarah Stafford, praying 
to be divorced from her husband James Stafford, which was read:— 
Thereupon he introduced a hill for the relief of Sarah Stafford, which 
was read 1st, 2d and 3d time and passed : ordered that the title be as 
aforesaid. 

The preamble and resolutions offered by Mr. Sanchez, on yesterday 
were read and amended by adding to ihe 6rst resolution these words, 
" an.; continue for two months'' as hit ended, they were adopted. Mr. 
President and leasts Cooper, Fitzpatrick. Hunt, Nuttali. Priest. Ro- 
biou. .ianchez, Wane.., and Wright— 10 voting for, and Messrs Baft- 
gSJIj Jtjootii, Byrd, Love, and Pope— 5 against it. 
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tne legislative council. Indeed from the local situation of A,ppalacbjj 
cola Bay, the difficulty of access lo if, and the natuie , of the business 
to be determined theta, ajudge could not do justice to the business of 
that place; anil hold more than one or two courts in addition elsewhere, 

.Taking oft' these three counties from his district would, leave the 
counties of Escambia, Walton, and Washington, as his district, the 
duties of which would. be less onerous and could be fulfilled faithfully. 

The county of Gadsden is at tins time, a portion of the middie dis- 
trict of Florida- There are now depending in the superior court of 
that county, many criminal, civil and common law proceedings, un- 
determined, and with the most unwearied assiduity, the judge of the 
middle district is unable to determine all the cases before him, in the 
four courts in his district, in one of which, (Leon County,) the Dock- 
et is generally the, largest in the territory. .... 
A larVe pbrtioriofthecountry comprising the county ofGadsdeb.isjGovar- 
edhy"tho claim of Forbes' '& co,, and as that claim has been depend- 
ing in sui'i, the land has not yet been gifered for sale, or even been 
surveyed by the United, States, arid consequently that rapid settlement 
of the'oouniry which the quality of -the land, and its peculiar advan- 
tages would have ensured, if it'had been heretofore in the market, has 
riot taken place. 

The same facts exist in relation to alarge portion of Washington and 
Franklin counties, covered by the claim of Innerarrity. The claim 
of Forbes' &co. and of Innerarrity have both been determined by 
tile court's of this territoiy to be invalid, and whether (as is believed) 
this decision will be confirmed by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, or not, the.Iands in all three of the last mentioned counties, 
must soon be forced by the clamors.. of fhe settlers upon it, into market. 

The extensive and increasing cultivation of the lands in the upper 
country near the rivers Appahichicola, Fiint, and Chattahdochie, in 
the states of Georgia and Alabama, and in this territory, justifies the 
assertion that in a few years a town must grow up at the mouth of the 
former river, second in size and importance, to none in the southwest- 
ern country except, New-Orleans. 

Situated as the country is, at this time, with all the obstacles to settle- 
ment, arising from its bitheTto unsettled and uncertain title, and the al- 
' mosttota! want of organization — the insecurity of property, and personal 
rights, owing to the difficulty of resorts to courts of justice, yet nearly 
ouehuhdreJaiid fifty houses arid stores have bean erected, and it is 
estimated there are now deposited in store, cotton and other products, jhe 
growth of tli'e upper country, to the amount of two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. ... 

Many vessels are employed in carrying eottsn and o;her products 
from that port, during the year, in (act. it, is believed, more than any 
other port in Florida Cases have arisen, proper subjects for suits in. 
Admiralty, but owing to the difficulty of procuring process, the rights 
of those interested' have been abandoned. The necessity of an Ad- 
miralty or maritimo court, to which parties can resort without being com- 
pelled, (if access is sought to the judge of the we'.storri district) .to tra- 
vel three hundred and fifty miles, or if to the judge of the middle dis- 
trict, nearly two hundred Allies, for process, must be manifest, we 
think to your honorable bod : es. 

Your memorialists are aware, that the expenses of establishing an. 
additional court is an objection entitled to gieat weight, — but they trust 
tliat Congress, with a spirit of liberality will regard the interests of 
tlie community now suffering for want "thereof, as of paramount con . 
sequence : And they do riot, also, hesitate to say, that they believe 
the interests of the general government, in advancing the price of the 
public domain by removing; obstacles to settlement, will be promoted 
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:al, 
" as far as relates to tilings unclaimed by any other lawful pro- 
" prietor." 

The waters and fisheries over which we seek to extend our 
laws are peculiarly embraced in the description given by these 
authors, as being properly appurtenant to the adjacent shores 
and subject to the exclusive enjoyment and entire control' of its 
sovereign. The committe reiterate the statement made by the 
governor in the correspondence above alluded to, that these 
fisheries are wholly local in their character. In this respect 
they are different from the mackeral, cod,&whale fisheries of the 
north. Our fisheries are not in the open sea, but near to, and 
under the coast, in shoal soundings, and within the straits, bays' 
sounds, and amongst the islands of the southern part of Flori- 
da, and many of those engaged in these fisheries, dry the fisfj 
caught, on the shores of Florida. 

The exclusive right of piscary in the inhabitants of the ad- 
jacent coast, is a natural riglit; founded on the natural appur- 
tenancy of the fisheries to that coast, and the necessity of its-" 
' existence, for the safety and welfare of the nation. The use of 
local fisheries by foreigners, to use the words of vattel, " might 
be prejudical and dangerous." Contagious, diseases-might he 
thus introduced, the country would be more exposed to an en- 
emy approaching by sea; and facilities for exciting domestic 
disturbances, by such enemy, would be afforded. Some wri- 
ters have formerly contended that the right could not appertain, 
if the fisheries were iuexiiausta hie, and "that a necessity must 
exist for this exclusive appropriation. This doctrine is, how- 
ever, long since. exploded, and the right recognized, as found- 
ed upon the broad and arbitrary principle, that every nation 
has a right to such exclusive appropriation, for the extension o 
litr commerce, and even for convenience merely. 
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tfill not be enforced until it has been sanctioned by #ongreSs. 
It is suggested by the committee that the aid of the general gov- 
ernment is necessary to the enforcement of this act, If the LV 
States would employ a small vessel on this service, for a year or 
two, all the necessary aid would be afforded, but if not dispos- 
ed to do this, instructions to their various officers of the cus- 
toms, to render all the aid in their power, would be beneficial. 
Tne necessity and propriety of rendering us this aid, is more 
obvious from the fact that, the persons engaged in these fishe- 
ries, trade with the Indians on our coast and employ them as 
fishermen and seamen. 

The committee therefore beg leave to recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions. , 

JOHN P. BOOTH, Chairman. 

Resolved by tits governor and legislative council of the territo- 
ry of Florida, That our delegate in Congress, be requested to 
endeavour to procure the express sanction of Congress at its 
present session, to an act of this council, entitled, "_an act tor 
the protection of the fisheries on the coasts of Florida, and to 
raise a revenue therefrom," and that he endeavour to obtain the 
aid of the general government, for the enforcement ot the 
same. , . 

Resolved further, That a copy of so much of the acting gov- 
ernor's message as relates to this subject, with the documents 
accompanying the same, and of the law referred to, together 
with a copy of this report and these resolutions be forwarded 
to the delegate forthwith. . 

Mr. BYRD from the committee to whom the same had been relerreel 
intioduceda bill for the relief of' ,.illiam Hilliard and others, which 
was read a first time. , , . 

Mr. LOVE from the committee on claimsto whom was referred the 
petition of John Landaman, having had the same under consideration; 
beg leave to report that ihey believe his account ol $2o to be just, and 
ought to be paid, therefore recommend the adoption o( the iollowing 
resolution. ... e , . 

Be it resolved by the governor and legislative councl of the territory 
of Florida, That the sum of twenty-five dollars be allowed to Jons 
Laudainan as per account for repairing furniture of the council cham- 
ber. and that the commissioner of Tallahassee is hereby authorised, 
and required to pay the same out of the Tallahassee iund. 

Mr. BOOTH made the following report:— 

The committee on the stale of the territory to whom was referred the 
resolution of this House, directing an enquiry into the necessity o. 
stationing United Stales troops, at or near the Seminole Agency in mis 
territory — beg leave to report — ,j , 

That they have had the same under consideration, and nave endea- 
voured to procure all the information necessary to a correct understand- 
ing of the subject. The committee are satisfied Irom information, re- 
ceived from various sources, that the exposed situation o the inhabi- 
tants of the Seminole frontier, is such as to justify and calls loudly lor 
the aid which it is proposed to solicit, they therefore beg leave to otter 
the following resolution and recommend its adoption. 

Whereas,' representations have been made to this House, that tne 
exposed situation of the inhabitants resident on and near the frontiers 
of the district of country occupied by the Seminole nation of Indians, 
calls loudly for the presence of an armed force, at some station conve- 
nient for the protection in, case of danger, from the Indians or su" 
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Respectfully submitted by, 

The President presented th» f„n„„- Jf ' BYRD ,,Chairman of com. 
ing governor. P ' eSented tne following communication from the act- 

EXECUTJVE OFFICE,. TALLAHASSEE ) 
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0eet of this enrolled bill. Laws thus erased and obliterated cannot 
Joe received ap.d filed in the secretary's office. 
I am respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 
alon. A. Bellamy, 

President of the Council. 
_ Thereupon the act was reconsidered and passed by the requisite ma 
jonty : Mr. President and Messrs Baltzell, Booth Cooper Fitzpatrick 
Hunt, Nuttall, Pope; Priest, Robiou, Sanchez, and Warren— 12 voting 
for; and Messrs Byid. Love, and W right— 3 against it. 

The President presented the following communication from 
the acting governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, ) 
February 10th 1832, \ 
Sir— I herewith return to the council the bill entitled, " Aft 
«ct to repeal an act to declare spring creek, commonly known 
.as Hobinson s spring creek, in Jackson county, a navic-able 
<stream. : 

I confess I cannot conjecture the necessity for the orio-inal law 
dor it seems to me, that whether a creek is '"a navio-able stream'"' 
or not, is ordinarily a mere question of fact, which the declara- 
tion of the legislature can not alter either- one way or the 
other, but as I am to presume good causes were adduced tor 
the passap-e and approval of that law, and as no convincing 
reasons showing the necessity of the repeal have been present- 
ed to me, I return this bill rejected. 
I am, Sir, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

, <- JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 

Hon. A. Bellamy, 

President of the council. 
The act was reconsidered and lost ; Mr. President and Messrs 
Booth, Fitzpatrick, Hunt, Nuttall, Robiou, and Wright— 7 vo- 
ting for; and Messrs Baltzell, Byrd, Cooper, Love, Pope, 
Priest, Sanchez, and Warren— 8 against it. 

The President presented the following communication from 
the acting governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, ) 
February 10th 1832. X 
biR— I return rejected the following divorce bills. 

1. An act for the relief of Alfred Evans. 

2. An act for the relief of Mary Canady. 

3. An act for the relief of Isaiah Dykes. 

4. An act to divorce John Darby from his wife Teresa. 

-t or the reasons contained in a former communication in re- 
ference to similar bills, to which I respectfully refer the coun- 
cil, lo the second bill I find an additional objection in the 
Phraseology jf the preamble. 

I am, Sir, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

„ A _ JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jd 

fpu. A. Bellamy. » ^, 

President of the council- 
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An act concerning proceedings before Justices of the Peaee, 
and regulating appeals and writs of error. 

An act respecting tha public property at St Marks. 

An act to amend an act concerning wills, letters testamentary 
and the duties of executors, administrators and guardians. 

An act to provide for the speedy settlement of all demands due 
the Territory of Florida 

An act to amend an act to raise a revenue for the territory of 
Florida. 

The President presented the following communication from 
the Acting Governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, ) 
Tallahassee, Feb. 11, 1881. J 
Hon. A. Bellamy, 

SIR — I have rejected the bill entitled an act concerning the 
election of members of the Legislative Council, for the rea- 
son that I regard the disqualification it contains in relation 
£o officers of the United States as conflicting with the Organic 
laws, although I entirely agree with the majority of the Coun- 
cil in regard to the policy of such disqualification. 

Respectfully &c. 
JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 

The act was reconsidered and lost, Messrs. Baltzell, Cooper, 
Fitzpatrick, Pope, Priest, Robiou, Sanchez, and Warren— 8 vo- 
ting for and Mr. President, and Messrs. Booth, Byrd Hunt, 
Love, Nuttall and Wright 7 against it. 

The following communication from the Acting Governor was 
also presented. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 
Feb. 11th 1832. 

SIR— I return rejected a bill entitled an act to amend an act 
fbimpose a tax on Hawkers and Pedlars, in this territory. 

The tax imposed by this law on Hawkers and Pedlars will 
have the effect of totally excluding them from our Territory. 
In those sections where the settlements are sparse, and where 
the country people have to travel a considerable distance, to 
stores, they are of essential convenience. I see no necessity or 
any reason of policy for such exclusion. It might probably be 
of some benefit to a few store keepers, but I am not satisfied it 
would be to the people generally. 

Respectful! v &c. 
JAMES D. WESTCOTT Jr. 

Hon. A Bellamy. 

The act was reconsidered and passed by the requisite major- 
ity. Mr. President and Messrs. Baltzell, Booth, Byrd, Cooper, 
Fitzpatrick, Hunt, Love, Nuttall, Pope, Priest, Robiou, San- 
chez and Warren — 14 voting for; and Mr. Wright against it. 

Mr. SANCHEZ offered the preamble and resolutions follow- 
ing, which were read and laid on the table. 
Whereas the population and weadth of the territory of Florida, 
do in the estimation of the Legislative Couccil, entitle her to ben- 
efits equal to those which have been conferred upon any other 
territory in the union; and whereas this Legislative Council are 
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had another LegiLSSv * ePe ° Ple ° f F,0rida > ^f 

^ - *s^ r ^^tfrr "^ ****** « 

and he is hereby requested' to use h ^f m CoB S™* M 
the passage of 'a law o^anisino- ^ b f . < T dcavours to P™™ 
territory g the sam" ma!~f &£$%5% ?»«. ° f «• 
Arkansas is organised territory of 

gress. uuiesoiuuon to the delegate in Con- 

"^SMt ~" xs amb,e and **** 

■lativec^Slttk^^tSZl'^T^ 01 ' 1 ^ ° fthis fo ^ 
reign consuls and atnts o n It tohp?' FTTZ**** and fo " 
•« in the leg i slative=colu l oA;; , Sffi^ *«* ***"* * 

the legislative coSncil 7thLs territfiy ' S ' '" ***** * ^ in 

t ae|£ttoS42«oir Uti °" ^ *** 
We^nS^Z^T M0m&a ^ pernor was 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, j 

«!,„ t i • . February 11th 1839 f 

^^STSSf^K !^>5oie for 
following reasons. 7 " Jacks °" count y>" &r the 

ed for s^eraf years fj^ ""^ Jack80n have te en divid- 
of Maria; e na , wl a IXVxr u Sr a e ny f h bjeCt ' r d the tow « 

formed an additional objection to that act T he dW &Z* 
county is the only ground for this Mil, and I d no t rC k ^ 
sufficient to call for its passage at this time if thT ■ *i IS 

n will be time enough lo pass such a law next se^tnn * 
monaktathemSia,,;,,, i "|"i,o«S „V" "" 

e»e m thi, Jeci.ion. the p^„f, „f lhi , kSSfflffi&fcP 
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bound to do so, and it is.not made necessary with respect to an- 
other county. . . ■ ' '"■' 
lam, Sir, very respectfully, 

Your most obedient servant., ; ' 

JAMES D. WESTGOTT, Jr.. 
Hon. A. Bellamy, 

President of the council. 
The act was reconsidered anmended — read as amended aritl; 
passed. 

The President presented the following communication from' 
the acting governor. 

EPECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, \ 
February 11th 1832. $ 
Hon. A. Bellamy, 

Sir — I return a bill entitled, " An act to amend the several' 
acts incorporating the Bank of West Florida, and for other 
purposes" rejected. My first objection is to the provision that 
the notes heretofore issued by the Bank; and which are paya- 
ble at the presentBjnking house in Marianna, shall after the 
removal of the Bank, be payable at Appalachicola which I con- 
ceive to be a violation of the rights of those holding the notes, 
to whom it may be inconvenient to demand payment at the 
fatter place. But I especially object to the third section of this 
bill, which provides — " That whenever suit may be brought by 
or against any Bank in this territory on bond, bill note, or o- 
ther contract, a trial shall be had at the first te.tm, unless good 
cause be shewn on affida vit to grant a conleuuance." I know of 
no good reason for the extension to Banks of this extraordinary 
privilege, and I am opposed to granting a power, which may be 
xisedto oppress the people. 

I am respectfully, 

Your most obedient servant, 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 
Theactwasreconsidered,amended-readas amended and passed. 
The President presented the following message from the act- 
ing governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, 

February 11th 1832. 
Hon. A. Bellamy. 

Sir — I return a bill entitled, " An set to amend an act to pro-' 
vide for the compilation and publication of all the statutes of 
this territory" rejecled. The act of last session providee — 
"that all the statutes of this territory from its organization, be 
published in one volume" and the council made application to 
Congress to defray the expense of such publication. Such publi- 
cation would cost treble tiie amount of the " digest" proposed 
to be published by this law, and it would not be acting in good 
faith on the part of the council to apply money appropriated by 
Congress, for one purpose, to another of a different character 
Indeed it is believed that Congress would make no appropria- 
tion lor the prinhng of a Book of so temporary a character as 
the digest proposed by this bill, and which would be useless ex- 
cept to members of the bar, and to them, for at most, only 
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lam respectfully, 

Your obedient servant 
a The act was reconsidered S!? D M WESTCOTT J, 

KUSS*«r''- s .S ' *""• Bob -- s »£ 

«t «o amhorteVV X ^ a bl11 '« be entitled an art , 

«ed to Mes rs Co?h pV the T rt was «S*'A '?„*' chair . 

were read adopted. ° lu " 0n ° feed «* Mr, Saacfe or, "t L lr1 

Mr. NUTTA1 l „« j , yesterday 

ted ^-^Loffaed the resolute folio win* whirl, 

Rfesolved, TliaUh.n , which was adop . 

oornmissionerof T» I h nC,, J chamber - he placed in X 
appropriated f« rh as8 , e * dor,n g '»e recess „f,h harge of *« 

pealsand writs 'r S r f OI ' ejU , StIces of <"* peace and Aa , ;,ct con * 

« IS OVVms, nerhai.* • i • 
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elaiiSP of the fin* section. . appears tome to be confce* ■••■ 

To the second section there is no object.on with me, except its loose-* 
Siess of phraseology. • . ■ j. ifc 

To the 3d section' authorising, or rather compelling. ,.n reference to ar- 
birrators at the instance of one party, 1 particularly object., 1 his praC 
tic-' has been adopted in some of the States, and-failed in {jood results. 
I would much rather relv upon the trial by juiy or by the, justice of : 
the peace for a correct decision, than a tribunal formed as this is,, to be. ' 
Each party in most cases will choose some particular fpoMi of wbase 
partiality for him be is certain, these personswill not, of coarse agree , 
and the..dcci-doii will fall upon the umpire named by the justice. It 
parties wish to arbitrate thev fcan d'q so, without this law and i think: 
the besl way is to let them do so or not as they wish. No phivisibn is 
made for swearing the referees, how they shall proceed in the ease,—? 
who is to swear the witnesses, nor if one referee refuses to serve, bow* 
his place is to be supplied. _ . .i ,• 

* The fourth section is objectionable for these reasons. The justices 
districts are by law to be preseribed by the county court, and the law 
also, limits the number to be appointed in each district to two lflo 
executive has no knowledge of the location of these districts: lor no in- 
formation of them is communicated to him by the county clerk, and 
consequently the appointments have been so made, thai while some dis- 
tricts have three or four justices, others have none, 

'bis act speaks of- summons" and -warrant" as svn'ommous, 
and it does not appear that it is to apply to suits commenced by '. at- 
tachment" before ii justice of the peace. 
J am, Sir, 

Yours t es P ectfullj AMEgawi . sTc0TT ^ f 

Hon. A. Bellam, 

i President of the ci uncil ' ,"' , . . „.„,„.- 

The act was reconsidered and committed to a committee ot the wno e, 
Mr. Cooper in the chair, who. reported the same with amendments, 
the report was received and the bill was read and passed. 

The President presented the following communication irom the actu) 
governor. , rf , 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, ( 
February 12th 1832. V 
Sir— The two divorce bills entitled, 

1. ' An act forlherelief of Mary Rhymes." 

2. "Aii act for the relief of Sarah Stafford'" .... . .,,„ 

Are returned rejected for the reasons stated on rejecting other similar 

bills this session. * 

Very respectfully, 

If our obedient servant, „^„ mr ,ATT t- 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 

Hon. A. Bellamy. 

President of the Council. .. . &+JiijJg* 

They were reconsideridtand passed by the requisite majority, We|sr» 

Bakzell, Booth. Byrd. Cooper/Hunt. Love. Nutt ,11, p&Xffi?* 

biou. and •Aarrcn-P voting for; and "Mr. President, and Messrs 

Fitziiatrlek, Sanchez, and W light- 4 against them nI .,„ mB 3 

The acting envemor also, informerfthe House that he had app.ovea 

siffntfd, ami filed in the secreia'ry's office :— ,~„(H,.m. 

. i a act to amend an act to incorporate Bank in the town of Magn#- 

act for the speedy settlement »f the Tallahassee fund. . 

incorporating the BanK.d »W 
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t to amend the several acts i 
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U^il0 f ° r rePai "^ and fini8hi »e «» ^1 «»d improv-. 

9ver the Suwannee. ■■-. .' Uemealst0 establish a ferry 

An act to provide for leasing out trip srhr»>i i i • , ■ 
An act respecting the fVfelilplerry attt. &* th ' S terrlt0 ^ 
An act to amend an act concerning wills letters , , 

the duties of executors, administrators, and gTrii^™ ^ Snd 

dy of FloS^ f ° nhe Speedy Se " lement ° f a " ™ d - ** ter- 
^An act to amend an act to raise a revenue for tha territory of Flori- 

tfffiSr» B,acWer *•• - « -« * 

eom;"y aCtt0alte '' theSOUtheraaadweStern ""anAiiy U " e of Jackson 

An act to compensate persons killing wolves 
inL»ove, rP „of Dtpre5entedthef0l ' awinS ' C0,MunicatiM fi»™ «he act- 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE > 

Hon. A. B ELLAMr . February 12th 1832. j 

in Jackson coun£A, "r the ob "e t , '■^■jFt® ° fa "rW H 

Ij.iTO*espectfuily, 
ffour'most obedient, servant, 

JAMES D. WESTCOTT, Jr. 

Au act for tho relief of Isaiah DykW 

An act to divorce John Darby from his wife Teresa 

Anactforthe,reliefofM«ryCan.,ad«v. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TALLAHASSEE, > 

February. lap], is's-2. f 

Sm— I have considered the following acts ■— 

£ An act concerning executions. „ / 

length a a Ll; h ^;.; ,elivete , d «» me on yesterday They are all 
vious to jf^* -1 , f >W<* W «™e afforded p p- 

thatfulle^mlllatoao? h ffl Vrri'h iJ^l ^ ™ B to 4« 

esoasiaeacfeof these iZl lh, I r ? . ?'• Tilere a, ' e P">"- 

... ... raesc law, the policy of winch is not clear ; to roy 
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JWHS m the acts concerning oxocitiois *nd attachments I aia 
'i'ul are <rf ao riffr.ri.as a cuaracter for ,ie p ,.. j.eJ of t in Z',„ 
But ls these threeacts have received in their course through tU'ToIa 
ell. stnctand deliberate consideration, I hare thought £t \ Zj! £ 
the .tost proper under all ciir.-..taiices to defer V o.ibn tin, t 
•r the conned, and not « with-hold my approvul^f C a„d 1 
fcave accordingly &*« and filed them in the secretary's o£ 
l,i.in, Sir, respectfully, y ce- 

Your, obedient servant, 

w n . „ JAMES D. WESTCOTT J. 

rfM. A. Bellamy, i' 

President of the council. 
The following nominations were made bv the P Ter. n t;„„ j 
firmed by the House. J "ecative, and con 

FOR MOSaUITOEiCOUNTjr. 
David R. Dunham, P Justice. 

FOR ALACHUA COUNTY. < 

FORFAYETTI, 

Obed E. Murray, P. Justice, Peter Simmon* V* ft;;j t.i, « 
son, Joel Ham.nitter, Joseph Jerrison |Tn w*'1 H? ' / ??** 
Peace.Lyman Kellog-Notary Pnh lie Joseph » iJn'T"?-'* the 
Green Pattasou-Sheriff f,L„l i i W T T ^T^"^^^.' 

rM-.i, r> n ""!""• >;'»^P» «... jetton — tororr/r. Ivorv Pep-v 

-Clerk C Court James Mills-County SurvfyorJ Ben F Per'/ 
ferH K l"° g, r /Meph K - B r e "»».-I^pectors oVu.Ler Wm I" 
Pope, Bwkwr James, and Joseph Patterson-Truces of S.' Landl* 

'FORST. JOaNS. 

FOR JACKSON COUNPY- 

Addison Mandell, Pres.Jas.'; Tho. M. Bush, Hector M'Neil J a « ' 

JtoUflBrittJr, Williams. Henry Trippe, Lewis .H»Uand Benismi. 

fe'i„ a d d If m £' din - ^ PeaCe; E ^ BowelFot Pub.?? f'T 

l^B^feS'^X' *"P" *-*, H. O'NeiV 

FOR GADSDEN. 

I pii M D C r'« G ' R S iney ' A ' G ' Sweet, and Danl.M.Hinsor,, 
Lhibali && fll^V Pnb!,c; M - M'CmwII, auctioneer 
Archibald Smith, John Edwards, and William Norwood, Trustees S - 

.,,„, COLUMBIA, 

• «M 6. Loper, p r <j s . J« 8 t, ; e. fl. B- Colu u8 „R 9 be rt Brown, Jacob' 



